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“Colligitc Fragmenta tie pereant"

If family papers are cherished, claim respect 
in the home circle as memoirs of an unforgot
ten past, how much more ought to be prized, 
carefully garnered and preserved, the records 
of a whole people; that is, its public archives.

"Their contents inspire an interest confined 
not to one family alone; they embrace society 
at large—the aggregate of thousands of fam
ilies.

A nation’s history lies in its archives; there 
can it be sought; there rests the enduring evi
dence of its existence—the authentic certificate 
of its origin—its title deeds—the story of its 
achievements, good or bad.


