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;:/''''. '?'"' ""'' "^ ""^ '"•*• -"J "«'' '«"«• tbe fertHe I.nd o£tiif KcU Kiver plninii of Afaiiitoba.

Tho .urfnoe featurmi of the great plniu* arc quite divcr«.. The jtenoral conceo-t.on of them a. a va.t a^.a of level, treelo.. country i. dc^-riptive of the^outhem
portion only; and oven th,« portion i. not without variety in its topoprnphy. lince aar^e part of u ,, „ northea.terly-.loping plateau of MoHoroic eedimZ.. etoh^ bt^.omcwhat .rroRular surface contour and overlapping a lower plain that meet, th.
ilf.ping and irrogiilar surface of the Canadian Shield

riHinL"„n!!'»W ^T"^ ^^ tl>e railway line, a threefold division into prairie steppes.
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»»"*'•" '''""Jy rccc«nizable. though the divisions are nordu'nnKushablo .„ the region farther north to which the term prairie is not apSicable.
F.. the purp<.8.. of dcHcnpt.on . the follo^in^ pages these three division, are adoptedand a fourth is added for the oken hilly country of the foot-hills

ShieW nnd'!L''ir*'"'f'
division comprises the plain lying between the Canadian

«li^e of ?hi. n1
"^ :'""'^' "^ ^J«'t««'oj.s sediments; t>>e second extends from the
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westward to the erosion remnants of former Tertiary deposits-nnd the th.rd .tretehes from this line westward to the foot-hilU. North r7the pra riecountry these d.sfnetion, are lc«, noticeable, and divisions two and M.ree beZemerged into one.

First Division.
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''"''"?" '^ «•'« lo^e** i" elevation and in Manitoba and northernSaskatchewan M ej.8ent.nlly a region of lakes. It narrows up in the vicinity of lake

H er flow
';"*X«J«"« ""''»r''>

t"/""" the lowlands, through which the Mackenzie

bav LvtrePh, .M^'^v^''"
•^'""««« "^tf-^ «0'>the™. narrow part is to Hudson
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^S «^" ""^ ?."'^" "^'"«- Thi8 plain is underlain, generally, by gently-

slop.ng l^a of Paheozo.c l.mestone smoothed over by a cover of glacial till Southof lake Winnipeg the till ,s covered by clays and silts deposite.! in glacial lakeAgassiz. Thus was formed the rich farming land of southern Manitoba, where theextreme evenness of surface „ noticeable because of the general absence of timber.
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^^l..ch IS taking place now that prairie '^res are largely suppressed. The lake basins
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In the Mackenzie lowlands th.. limestone ridges of the Franklin range divide the
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The western boundary of the plain southwest of Great Slave lake has notbeen very definitely fixed yet owing to lack of exploration and the supposed gradual

lope from the p atcP-.. The surface does not stand nt great elevations above the large
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^.""'.' '" ''''''»*"'" l>"t is highest at the head of rhnrchill riverwhere Buffalo lake ,s ff.ven an elevation of 1.330 feet. Tiie slope eastward is gradual.'the basin of ( umbcrland lake on the Saskatchewan standing nt 870 feet Take Win-mpeg, thejowest point on the Nelson river drainage of this plain, is 710 feet above
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'",*'''" '''^'"°"' "* ^^'^ ^"^'"1 "f Churchill river, the=lope north to lake Athabnskn .., the steepest found along the eastern margin the
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ri'^f \f^<^^^^^ from the delta at the Arctic oceanto^near lake ,,ba..kn. The f . this distance (about ],.300 miles) is nbout .-iSO

SnooND Division.

.;.n '^f'' l"T"v.!!i "''''*Y" f'"" °^ *''^ Crctaceoi.s plateau is underlain bv a sucees-Mon of shale beds and other equally soft rocks that have been somewhat uneveXcarved and cut by stream erosion. It stands at an elevation of about 1.^00 f^t aWe


