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ACTIVE AND PASSIVE VOICE.

I. Transitive verbs may take tw) tonus. Com-
pare these two sentences :

77/<? hunter shot the hcnt

.

The bear was. shot by ilie liiniler.

These sentences express the same icie.i. In both it

is the hunter who shot and tlie bear tliat received the

shot. Yet tlic form of tlie sentences is cpnte (hlferent.

In the fust, hunter is tlie subject ; in the second, the

subject is bear. In the first, tlie subject hunter is

represented as doin^ sonietliin^, which is expressed by

the verb shot. In the seconci, tlie subject bear is not

represented as doin*^ anythinj^ ; the verb was shot

indicates, on the other hand, that somethini^ was ttone

to him.

A verb is said to be in the Active Voice when it

represents its subject as the doer of an act.

A verb is said to be in the Passive Voice v/hen

it represents its subject as receiving the ac^ on ex-

pressed by the verb.

Only verbs with objects (transitive) can Ik- used

in the pas'^ivc forsM. Wh^.M .:•, verb is clianged from


