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Hitler has sent the Turkish Government a written invitation for General
Salih- Omurtag, who recently led a military mission to North Africa, to visit
the Eastern front. The Turkish Government dare not refuse altogether, but may
send a less distinguished officer. General Salih Omurtag they would like to send
on a visit to Russia, but Moscow seems indisposed to issue any such invitation.
The German press and wireless have abounded in praise for Turkish polit(:iy as
laid down by President Inénii at the opening (Summary No. 192), and by
M. Saragoglu at the close; of the congress of the Republican People’s Party.
Partly, no doubt, as a characteristic threat, the GGermans profess to see in these
pronouncements proof that Turkey will not be inveigled Ey the visit of Sir J.
Cunningham or g any British blandishments into abandoning her neutrality.
While it is true that Turkey still shows no sign of co-operating more actively
with the Allies, M. Saragoglu’s remarks did not amount to anything more
explicit than an expression of general satisfaction with the Turco- erman
Treaty of Friendship no less than with Turkey’s relations with the Soviet and
Great Britain, and of general agreement with American views on Dpost-war
collaboration-—all of which seems to imply that Turkey hopes to defer, or
altogether to avoid, entry into the war, but nevertheless to have a say in the peace
settlement. As regards the latter point, it is worth noting that the party added
to its previous definition of nationalism, which is one of its basic principles, the
rider that Turkey should wish no harm to other peoples, but should seek her
progress as one of a family of nations with equal rights.

While the peasants, who are at least three-quarters of the whole population,
are more prosperous than ever before, there has been widespread distress in the
towns of Turkey owing to a rise of some 250 per cent. in the cost of living in the
last two and a half years. Inflation, corruption, incompetent distribution and
the black market are still active and, with the two important exceptions of bread
and sugar, prices are still rising. Harvest prospects encourage the hope of still
cheaper bread, but the economic situation is far from easy, and, in speaking of
the now notorious “‘ tax on wealth,”’ the Prime Minister told the party-that the
Government would not hesitate to tax the minorities again if necessary.

THE MIDDLE EAST,

~_The capture of Pantelleria and Lampedusa has made an excellent impression
in Egypt, and enthusiastic crowds watched the parades in Cairo and Alexandria
on United Nations Day. King Faruq has taken the unusual step of sending his
First Chamberlain to convey Eis congratulations to the Prime Minister on the
occasion of the latter’s birthday. It appears that the King’s motive was a desire
to dissociate himself from the anti-British campaign recently opened by certain
Opposition leaders. Nahas Pasha also had, during his visit to Palestine, an out-
wardly cordial interview with Hassanein Pasha. This improvement in the
relations of the Government with the Palace should help the Wafd to recover
some of the ground it had lost in Egypt as a result of Makram Ebeid’s accusa-
tions; but since the initiative in the matter was taken by the Palace it may be
significant of King Faruq’s intention, of which there have also been other signs,
to collaborate more fully with Great Britain in the future. The Government have
successfully resisted pressure from the agricultural interest for an increase in
the price of wheat.

Being less dependent on variations of climate than other Middle Eastern
countries, and having a more efficient administration than most of ‘them, Egypt
should be in a better position than her neighbours ta provide surpluses of agri-
cultural produce for export. Substantial quantities of rice, w eat, millet or
barley and sugar have been secured, or are hoped for, from the 1942 crops. The
Minister of State points out, however, that these results have only been obtained
by exhausting the country’s stocks of nitrates and drawing on the reserves of
fertility in the soil. He anticipates that Egypt will be no more than self-support-
ing in 1943-44, and that she may need to import food in the following year unless
the supply of nitrates from abroad can be considerably increased.

Tﬁe ﬂritish Advisers to the Ethiopian Government have drawn attention to
the possibility that the latter’s dilatoriness in tackling currenc problems may
have serious consequences. The principal difficulty arises from t{]e fact that the
Government are paying their employees’ salaries in East African currency,
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