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BORDER RIVER CAB PBORDER RIVER, By Alfred G. Bailey, 
McClelland and Stewart, $2.50. 

Reviewed by Desmond Pacey
On Friday evening, after several 

weeks of preparations, the Residence 
Formal Dance was finally wafted into 
reality on the ethereal notes of Dick 
Ballance and his band. House Residents 
danced with the ladies of their choice 
in the gaily decorated hall from 9:50 
until 12:30. For those who desired re
laxation during the Formal, the taste
fully illuminated pool surrounded by 
easy chairs was a pleasant and romantic 
haven. Chaperones for the evening were 
Dr. and Mrs. Trueman, Prof, and Mrs. 
Edwards, Dr. and Mrs. McAllister and 
Dr. Jones.

The general consensus of opinion on 
the following morning was that the 
dance had been one of the most suc
cessful and enjoyable held in the Resi
dence for a long time. Already House 
members are hoping that a second for
mal may be held some time next term. 
Thanks are due to Mrs. Neilson and 
members of the kitchen staff who work
ed until a late hour on Friday provid
ing coffee and sandwiches for the 
dancers.

SLABS In the 'seventies and 'eighties of the 
last century, there began in Fredericton 
a poetic movement which was destined 
to transform the literature of Canada 
and to make the names of Roberts and 
Carman known throughout the English- 
speaking world. During the last decade, 
another poetic movement, and one 
which may yet rival the old one in ac
complishment, has been steadily gaining 
strength in the New Brunswick capital. 
It has been, so far, an unspectacular 
process, but to the discerning eye the 
signs have been evident: the launching 
in 1945, of the Ftddlehead magazine 
and its continued vitality; the publica
tion, last year, of Elizabeth Brewster's 
chapbook, East Coast; the appearnce, in 
poetry magazines in Canada, the U.S.A., 
and Great Britain, of poems by such 
Fredericton poets as Frederick Cogs
well, C. F. Boyle, A. G. Bailey, Don
ald Gammon, and Miss Brewster. The 
chief inspiration of this new poetic 
movement has been Dr. A. G. Bailey, 
Dean of Arts and Professor of History 
at the University of New Brunswick, 
and it is altogether fitting that his 
volume of poems, Border River, should 
be the first clear sign that the move
ment has reached maturity.
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The Forestry Association Christmas 
cards have been on sale now for a- 
while and have been found quite pop
ular. Prospective customers should go 
up to the third floor and give a hol
ler for Gord Fenton. He'll see you’te 
satisfied. Or maybe you prefer the "East 
Portico", known to many as Bud's
Place. But don't go ’way mad, we hear 
that the piece de resistance' for next 
year is the West Portico'. Ah! To 
what sublime heights are we rising?

* * *

To show that we don't lack culture 
and also as a public service we would 
like to announce that Bock and Moe 
Zart are playing a one night stand at 
the Arts Centre next Sunday evening. 

* * *
The Whangdoodle is another woods 

creature which should cause no one 
alarm. He is a shy sort, rarely seen but 
often heard. His front paws are spoon
shaped with claws for climbing and 
digging, while his hind legs are modi
fied for rapid running. His tail is as 
long as his body and tail put together 
and that's pretty long. His diet consists 
of fish, which he catches by dangling 
his tail in the water and scooping out 
the curious ones with his paws. On
cold days and cool evenings while fish
ing, his tail gets kinked up, so he'll 
climb a tree and whack his tail against 
the trunk to take the kinks out or 
break off the ice. So if you hear pop
ping noises in the bush you'll know it 
isn't the trees in the cold, but the 
Whangdoodle looking after his tail.

* * *

The Civil Service Commission of Can
ada must have a rather low opinion of 
the mentality of Joe College ; so low, 
in fact, that it doesn't think we know 
enough to call ourselves mister if
we're men, and missus or miss if fe
male. On the C.S.C. application form, 
question 3 asks you to indicate if you 
are Mr., Miss or Mrs. To catch up 
with those who aren't quite sure, ques
tion 12 asks: Sex 
reasonable answer is "yes".
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OUT ARE MILDER* * *
The presence of the piano in the 

Residence during Thursday and Friday 
was sufficient to prompt several house 
members to try their hand at playing 
on the black and white keys. Some, 
notably Piano-Roll" Cassidy and Brute 
Whitehead, performed well and pro
vided music for the more vociferous of 
our residents to accompany in song. As 
ever, such classics as "Mountain Dew" 
and "Cigarettes and Whiskey” proved 
to be the favourites as doubtless they 
will always be.
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Dean Bailey is one of the most learn
ed men in Canada—a fact which has 
been recognized in his appointment to 
national institutions of scholarship such 
as the Royal Society, the Humanities 
Research Council, the Social Science Re
search Council, the Historic Sites and 
Monuments Board, and the National 
Library Committee. His learning has 
breadth as well as depth: he is equally 
erudite in the fields of history, sociol-

Canada's Mildest CigaretteShirts
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Three more teams representing the 
Residence have recently commenced play" 

ogy, and anthropology ; he knows much j ing in the five pin bowling league and 
of literature, philosophy, theology, psy-1 Residence 1 and 2 in the water polo 
chology and political economy. All this league. The addition of these teams 
may seem irrelevant to a review of his brings to eight the number of Residence 

but it is not. The fact is that teams active in intramural sports this
term. It would certainly appear that in
terest in intramural sports) as in other 
campus activities) is much higher in the 
Residence than among other students 
on this campus.
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poetry,
Bailey's poetry reflects almost all of his 
many-sided learning, that it is probab
ly the most erudite poetry ever to come 
out of Canada.

THE 6C&/AY& *>re Sox WtfoThe wealth of learning which Dr. 
Bailey possesses is one of the reasons 
why his poetry is "difficult". Many of 
his allusions, though a natural expres
sion of his own mind, are beyond the 
comprehension of the average man. But 
there is another reason for this diffi
culty. Bailey writes elliptically, making 
the maximum use of the poetic short
hand af imagery and symbolism. What 
his poems lose in simplicity and direc- 
ton, however, they gain in richness and 
suggestion. If they are hard to read, 
they are even harder to forget. Many 
of his lines go on ringing in the mind, 
gathering meaning and melody.

It would, however, be entirely wrong 
to suggest that Bailey is merely an 
intellectual poet. I should describe his 
work as religious rather than intellect
ual. It is the poetry of aspiration. Deep
ly stirred by the Christian message of 
love and salvation, and filled with a 
rich compassion for suffering humanity, 
Bailey evokes, in poem after poem, the 
eternal quest of man for his spiritual 
home.

Frequently he describes this quest as 
a sea voyage, and indeed the sea and 
ships are his favourite images. His 
poetry is filled, in spite of its cosmo
politan themes and manner, with the 
stuff of the Maritimes: the sea and its 
tides, ships and sailors, rivers and spruce 
forests, hills and valleys.

This fact suggests the peculiar dis
tinction of his volume, which is that 
it fuses the native and the cosmopolitan 
into a personal alloy. Bailey knows and 
responds to New Brunswick; he knows 
and responds to the great minds of the 
past ; he knows and responds to such 
modern poets as T. S. Eliot and Dylan 
Thomas. With these diverse threads he 
has woven a rich tapestry, the pattern of 
which however is entirely his own.
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It has long been a custom in the 
Residence that all new House members, 
regardless of year at University, must 
perform telephone duty during their 
first year in Residence. Such duty con
sists of remaining in the lounge all 
evening approximately once a month 
in order to answer telephone calls. Pun
ishment for not carrying out this duty 
is a fine of one dollar.

During this term a large number of 
instances have occurred of persons not 
being on duty. Unfortunately it is 
usually the seniors and juniors in Univ
ersity who are the guilty persons. On 
too many occasions such seniors and 
juniors have been heard to say that they 
would rather pay the fine than do tele
phone duty. Such an attitude is not 
one that would be expected from these 
people and is not setting a good ex
ample for our Freshmen. Perhaps if 
these Seniors and Juniors were made 
to go through initiation ceremonies to
gether with the freshmen they would 
show a little more Residence spirit.
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We would like to apologize profusely 
for the glaring error which appeared in 
this column last week. Any of you 
who read that the Faculty of Arts had 
one prof for every 4.6 students must 
have suspected that there was an error. 
To you, our humblest apologies. The 
error stemmed from the figures used in 
our calculations, which were for the 
1951-52 term. Working with 1952-53 
figures, we have arrived at a more 
reasonable total of one prof for every 
3.4 students in the Arts Faculty. Adding 
lecturers to the list of profs, we arrive 
at the figure of one prof per 2.8. We 
sincerely hope that we brought no em
barrassment to the Arts Faculty through 
last week's unintentional error.
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Ann's* *
.We would like to present the mossy 

Order of the Balsam Bough with three 
sennate spruce spines to those diminu
tive fellows, Luke and George (the 
Shortt brothers) for their worthy con
tributions to this humble column.

Of/yt
r the "Kitten", the newest, softest, most fantastic 

lombswool sweater ever . . . its soft cashmere-treated texture 

actually improves with washing . . . guaranteed not to shrink!

Full-fashioned I In 18 heart-warming shades, 

dolman sleeves, pert new collars ...

Cardigans at $8.95, Pullovers $6.95, $7.95.
There's an exciting "Kitten" skirt to match too ... styled by 

Phil Cohen of Montreal. At fine stores everywhere!
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fts How To Catch Bears.
Method One.

1. Cut a clearing, 1 ch. by 1 ch,
2. Cut trees into 16' logs.
3. Build a slidway on one side and 

a bush pile on the other.
4. Now the most important part. Dig 

a hole 16’ X 16', and 8' deep.
5. Throw all the logs into the hole 

and burn them. (Only ashes should 
be left).

6. Spread the brush over the hole..
7. Take a can of green peas and dis

tribute the peas evenly around the 
hole.

8. Wait for the bear, and if it comes 
and takes a pea, kick it in the 
ashhole.

595 Queen St. Dial 8483

id
ipings Arouse the bear's anger and let it 

chase you in the direction of the 
camp. (Be sure to keep ahead of 
it.).
On arrival in the camp jump into 
the cabin and take a seat by the 
window.
Start reading the local volume table 
for that district.
The bear, being curious by nature, 
will read over your shoulder 
through the window.
Open the door and let the beast 
come in and continue reading.
Be sure that the bear falls asleep 
sooner than you.
Once asleep Ù can be easily wrap
ped up in some tally sheets and 
makes a delightful stew.

2.

PHOTOSTAMPS
k

The newest photo novelty — gummed 
and perforated ready for use. Ideal to 
stick on books, identifications, business 
cards, letters, etc. Students—start a 
photostamp album of your friends and 
relatives. Send M.O. and any size snap 
or neeative (returned unharmed) for 
your photostamps: $2 for 100 (stamp 
size) ; $3 for 100 (twice as large) ; $2 
for 50 large ones. Free printing of your 
name up to 7 letters. State your direc
tions clearly. Photostamp, 217 Charlotte 
Street, Saint John, N. B.
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6.
Method Two

If you are very low on food and 
there is no peas to spare, there is an
other method.
1. Go to a blackberry patch favoured

by bears.

201 ,solfas »1869 7.
In Fredericton . . .

8. VAN'S READY-TO-WEAR 
DAISY SMITH
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