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A Wager
Ehad neyer been to, Williamson's Brook,

X ' J and al' though Matt protested that it was
Ionly some eleven muiles, new ways have

ever been long ways, and we were ready

enough, to rest When we had reached the Stone

Road. And that Stone Road crossing offered us a

place of much, if melancholy, interest to rest at.

For there, eight years before, when both the new

railroad and canal were still under construction,
two dynamite carters met at the four corners, re-

fused to turn out for each other-and left behind

them considerably more of moral lesson than

of souvenir.
It was the memory *of such painful episodes as

these which commonly moved our old Algoman fish-

ingL guide and keeper of "The Forks" to, the recount-

ing of other events ýof like sadness and edification.
He was now remindetd of the case of two ill-fated

sporting gentlemen, "ISlimmy" Sparks and bis

brother-in-law, "Willie" Hotchkiss.

"You see," he explained, "from
the very start-off 1 didn't take to
them. I won't tell ye who was s0
plum crazy as to steer them up
here-they came on passes-and I
won't 'hurt a good Ontario town
by tellin' where they came from.
But a nyways-they came early, and
early they 'showed what size ofle
fishin' sports they were!

"Before I'd much niore'n got
them into the democrat at the
Junction, they were askin' me
about rates. I told them, of course,
that.outside of the fixed price for
board, I charged by the room, haif
for the single ones what it was
for the double. And you boys
know that the single rooms I've
got aire pretty shameful shelf-and-
cupboard accommodation even for
one; but I had to make the parti-
tionin' so, if I wasn't to turn some >
mighty nice -people away. Well,
these two said they guessed they'd
just take a single room between
them. And that ratted me. But
there was nothin' 1 could do only
double my boat and 'personal
guide' prices to them, and as tbey
couldn't ktww I'd done it, there
was mighty littie satisfaction in
that.

"But soon enougli I was wishîn'
I'd made it a hundred dollars an
bour. I reckon the pair saw that
they ticketed theirselves for a7
couple of 98-cent hand-me-downs,
and tbey immnediately started in to
save their faces by givin' met
understand what a brace ofbÔd
badi men they were. When thev
weren't spoilin' good fishin' with
a run of the cheapest kind of
drummer's yarns, they were re-
mnindin' eacb other of'bow mnucli
mnoney tbey'd lost on that sellin'-
plater, or this particular jack-pot,
or how drunk they'd been at some
other time. Or -el-se it was bow, à
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figgered it out that by then I'd likely showed tliem
ahl the best fishin' places, they told me they wouldn't
need me any longer. Durin' the next f ew days I
could only enjoy their society from a distance. And,

before the week that followed, the only case where
I had to do witli them was on Sunday.

"For, of course, tliey had to get playin' poker
riglit under the wife's nose in the ýside porcli. Well,
shç being raised Methodist, and old-style 'methodist,
too, that madded lier in a minute worse than two

weeks of rain with the clothes undried. And I had

a time, I tell ye, to, keep ber from streakin' straiglit

out to them with the broom, upsettin' their table,
and sweepin' their whole outfit of chips and cards
off into the knot-grass. But by reminding ber that

they were strangers within our gates, I got ber to
let me do a little reasonin' witli them first. Well,

gentlemen, when I saw the size of their stakes, I

the first hour"Elevenl Holy CriPea! SO I'ire
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and Sparks down. And, as it chanced, that night
Hotchkiss came in with a pretty good string-for

his speed, anyway; and Sparks, on his part, had

only one or two less. But Sparks mnust have really

lit on a good place that day, for lie plaînly wanted

to get Hotchkiss to bet his money in earnest now.

And to everythinig Hotchkiss said about how he'd

coaxed 'em on, and fetched 'ýem out, and had

throwed back aIl but the biggest, Sparks just kept

repeatin': 'Put up or shutýup-!- Put up or shut up!

Which is about the most exasperatin' and the most

generally dam'-fool sentence in the English

language. And Hotchkiss, what with havin' it

rammed into his gullet every time lie opened bis

mouth, was gettin' steadily madder and madder,

tilI, alI of a sudden lie comes out: 'Ail riglit, then-
ail rîglit! 1 weill put up!l'

"l'But zuhat'11 you put up?' sneers Sparks, 'post-
stamps or nickels? He, lie! That's about bis
size,' lie says to me.

"'No,' bellers Hotchkiss, lit
won't be for post-stamps or nickels,
either ! It'll be for twenty-five
dollars; that's what ît'll be for!1

-Now are you s0 brash? Now are
you so, bot for me to, put up or
shut up'

"And certainly that did seem to,

take alI the heat out of Sparks.
For a while it was too mucli for
him to talk about, and wben lie'did
get words lie was haîf indignant'
and haif incredulous. 'Huli!' lie
says, Il suppose there'd turn out
to lie a ketch, somehow, in the way
you've worded it?'

"'No there wouldn't turn out to
be no ketch in the way I've worded
it, neither.'

"I'Then, I bet your gaine would
be to follow me wnerever I went
and chance winnin' out by j ust
fishin' in beside me--or else you'd
use both your rods or something.'

"'No, I wouldn't fish beside you,

neither. I'd fish down the river

where I was to-day. Nor 1
wouldn't use two rods. Ah-b,
-non',' he shouts to me--'nw,
wbo's the dead game sport? Look
at him trylin' to crawl out leery
there, now that: I've made it some-
thin' wortb while! Ah-b, put up
or shut up, Slimniy! Put up Or
shut up!'

"ISlimmy stood there butin' at bis

nails, and no doubt wishin' to,

heaven that 1 badn't been there to
hear the dare. 'Gee,' lie says,
plaintive-like. 'Gee, but you must
want to rîsk a lot of money at
once!'

"'PTut up, or shut up !' repeats

Hotcbkiss again.
",'Very 'eU, says Sparks, and

it was the inost desperate, tear-
stained voice you'd bear in a ten

years. 'Very n'el, I will put up,
tben. But mmid you, Willie, YOU'l
be sorry yet thiat you put' it uP
to me!l'

"And througb baîf that niglit 1

,have I! could bear tbemn relievin' their

minds on each other. 1 reckon that

single bed tbey had was a heap

siglit narrowef then than it was in the beginnin'i

"Well, they bot-h came down to breakfast migb<y

well sobered. And of the two 1 believe 1-{otchkiss

f cit the sicicer over it now, himr bavîn' give'~ the

challenge. I aslced tliem if their bet was stili on,

and they said of course it was. But they kept
~ ,~.rikec two f ellers that hadle
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