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Y nearly so. Sw,,eden, the present great steel producing re-
>11, is rapidly approaching the sanie position. Germanry and
ance are in the sarne situation. The United States, with their
st consuniption and rapid increase of charcoal blast furn..
~S, wil hardly be able to keep up their supply inany Year.
issia's freights and internai dissensions kili the possibility
a supply being drawn froni lier. Where then can the coming
teel Age" derive its supplY from u.nless from Canada with

extensive woodilands and rich ore beds."1
Alas for propliecies!
AV paper on "Fo'rest and Fruit Culture in Manitoba," by

*J. W. Taylor, United States Consul at Winnipeg, wa-s trans-
tted by the Governinent of that Province to be read at the
avention. As to the causes of the present condition of the
eless areas in the West, Mr. Taylor quoted a statement made
Capt. Palliser in 185 8 as follows:
"«Large tracts of country now prairie lands have at one

le grown valuable forests and their present absence is tlie
tilt of the repeated ravages of lires. Where a scattered and
nted growth of willows is fouud as a general rule was îancient
ýst land, which wlieu dug to a sufficient depth stili discloses
flerous roots of destroyed tiniber. It is mnost lamentable
'ee so often sucli masses of valuable timber destroyed, almost
ariably by wantou carelessfless and Mischief The most
,ial sigu Of one Indiani to another lias often lost hunidreds
Icres of forest trees, which miglit have brouglit wealth and
'fort to the future settier, --hile it bas -brouglit starvation
[misery to the Indiaxi tribes theniselves by spoilhng tbeir

Iting grounds."
It was zioticed in the Red River Settiement, aitogth

nieval forest along the course of the river consitn largely
>&k elm and asli, had been long cleared awaya much for
ding the block or tiber houses of the early etlr as for
, that yet there had been a succession of poplax anid other

s of quick growth. Artificial aids to the reproduto of the
ýs were however a4opted sucli as the Tree Clue Claini

of the Dominion Government, under which 16o acres of
1might be obtained by Plantinz rvart with trees uinder cer-

in the


