The Dominion Forestry Branch

Past, Present and Prospective Developments.

When, i
SiftOIlen’t}lln 1900, the Honourable Clifford
askeq ’for en Minister of the Interior,
W aBgrant of $15,000 to establish
COHSideragl ranch, the proposal met with

&5 an exe opposition in the House. It
Wag doubte%enment, the success of which

N, But from the very start the
each syorn }()ly justified its existence, and
Catioy  gp eding year has seen an amplifi-
Period of tlf.;s activities. In the short
tection syst}:rteen years a forest fire pro-
;neasured m has been developed, which,

e ¢ 3
Carriegntment; fpres’c surveys have been
preViouslon’ which have revealed the

4 Canag' unknown timber resources of
Setting as'ldan West, and have secured the
Mileg of I; e of thirty-six thousand square
Plantiy D_Orr_u_mon forest reserves; a Tree-
annuang lvision has been built ui) which

Y distributes more trees for,prairie

DPlant;

n

mericg than any similar agency in

rancl, heﬂnd, exclusive of the annual
ports, over forty comprehensive

bulle;
n ormgiiohave been published, containing
and ¢y, i" on Canada’s forest resources
fn@know]edlgégs'”::f dependant thereon, of
an :ng v :ﬁket,o layman, lumber-
%Teatesi ear of 1913 was marked by the
toTestry lg;Ogress in the history of the
the ‘apprg anch, due, in large measure, t0
telng incrprlatlou for forestry purposes
hat "¢ 19elased to $541,720, almost double
- Creage i, vomis This permitted a large in-
’2ner Stren te Dbersonnel, which had a sum-
Were tg h in 1913 of over 400, of whom
Dossihe tﬁehmcal foresters. It also made
1'Ovement e carrying out of proposed im-
;‘Hd The di; the extension of fire-patrol,
sgl‘estry % velopments of new phases of
Danding fOrk_ ‘Perhaps the most out--
po‘ inion ?ture of the development of
0 Bk grestry work recently,” as
¢ F.Y Mr. R. H. Campbell, the
" dation of (t>ll;estry, ‘has been the con-
A tion o & e forest reserve adminis-
forME pro OWte_ll organized basis, and with
i esters vIJitr ion of scientifically-trained
trreasing) h the result that it will be
any method}; possible to apply good fores-
& d ¢ g in the handling of the timber
thy, evelopfr?ources of the reserves. This
e t technie Ient made possible by the fact
Calng Pl‘ovida training in forestry is now
ra Bada, 5,4 ed by some of the colleges in
ger scho IWh,eIl this is supplemented by
ols, in which the forest rangers

b .
y results, is second to none on ,

11

can also be given special instruction, it
1d not be long before the Dominion
e will be as well organized
n any other country
of de-

shou
Forest Servie
an institution as i
which has reached the same stage

velopment.’

Mr. Finlayson, Chief Fire Inspector, re-
fers to this ‘distinet improvement in
organization and administration’ as the
chief reason for the remarkably low loss
from forest fires on Dominion forest re-
gerves and fire-districts in 1913. On the
Rocky Mountains Forest Reserve, which
has an area larger than that of all the

io combined, the total

reserves in Ontar
value of the mature timber reported
fire was only $150. Even in

destroyed by

the fire-districts, where the fire-rangers
were unaided by lookout-towers, telephone
lines, trails, fire-guards and other fire-
fighting facilities found on the Reserves,
the fire loss was the lowest on record. It
is. true that rains were frequent, but so
were also fires. In one distriet in the
Railway Belt of British Columbia, 110
fires oceurred during the three summer

months, yet owing to the alertness of the
xtinguished before any

patrol, all were e ! !
damage was done to standing timber. It
when complete records are

is probable,

available, that the area burnt by forest

fires, and consisting principally of natural
meadows and cut-over land, will not ex-
ceed one-fiftieth of one per cent. of the
total area of Dominion forest lands under
rotection, & result even better than that
attained by the United States Forest Ser-
vice, which also had the most successful
fire season in its history.

In the summer of 1913 the Dominion
Forestry Branch had eleven survey parties
in the field, and over 15,203 square miles
of wooded country were exam_med, at an
average cost of only eig}!ty-mne cents a
square mile. The technical foresters in
charge of these parties are qualified to
report not only on the forest conditions,
put also on the geology and _character of
the soil in the regions e;:ammed, and if
the latter is clearly unsuited for agricul-
ture the ared is recommended to be re-
od in order that the young trees may
be vetter protected from fire, which, in

last fifty years has destroyed over
ther Fand uth d of timber on the

the original stan
half 5 Branch. This area

a examined by the
g;fnprises about 25% of a belt from 40 to
wide, stretching from Lake

150 miles



