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£yOSEPH la France is now' about 36 Years did: He
j was born at M/limakinac, and was 5 Years old when
his Mother died. His Father then took him with him
to Quebec to learn French, where he ftaid the Winter,
about 6 Months. He fays, as well as he can remem-
ber, Quebec was about a Icague long, and Half a
League broad, and had 4 or 5eoo Men in Garrifon,
it being about the Time of the Peace of Utrecht. He
returned from thence with his Father, and lived with
him until his Death, which happened when he was 14
Years old. After. Lis Death, when he was about 16,
lie went down to Monreal, to fell what Furs and Pelcry
bis Father had left him; and then returned to Mfli-
inakinac, where hc traded and hunted in the neigh-
bouring Countries until he was 27 Years old; in which
Time he went one Year to Mtfffipi. He went by the
Jllinfe Lake, which lie calls Mcbigon. At the Bottom
of the Lake there was a French Fort, in which there
were 15 French in Garrifon, about ii Years ago. The
River upon which it is built, he calls Saint yfepb; it
is very rapid. He paffed by Ouifconfic to the Mffipi,
and went down it as far as the River Mouris; and
returned by the fame Route. In his Return he paffed
by the Bay of L'Our qui Dort, fo called from a Heap of
Sand upon a Point which refembles a Bear fleeping.
When he was 28 Years old, he went with a Parcel of
Furs, with 8 Iroguefe, in 2 Canoes, crofs the Lake of
Hurons, by the· Bay of Sakinak, to the Streights of
Errie, which they paffed in the Night for fear of being
flopped by the Frencb, who have a Village or little Fort
there, in which he believes there may be too Houfes.
H from thence paffed through Lake Errie to the Fall of
Niagara, and the Iroquefe carried his Canoes and Furs
down by the Fall to Lake Frontenac, for which he gave
them xoo Beavers, and thence went to Ofwega; but
was not within the Fort or Town, the Iroquefe felling
his Furs for him ; and then returned by. the fame
Way to Mifilimakinac. He fays the French have a Fort
on the North Side of the Fali of Niagara, betwixt the
Lakes Errie and Frontenac, about 3 Leagues within
the Woods from the Fall, in which they keP 30. So-
diers, and have about as many more with them as
Servants and Afginants; thee have a fmall Trade with
the Indians for Meat, Ammunition, and Arms.

About 6 Years ago he went again to Monreal with
Two Indians, and a confiderable Cargo of Furs, where
he found the Governor of Canada, who wintered there.
He made him a Prefent of Martens Skins, and alfo
i oo Crowns, for a Conge or Paffport to have a Licence
to trade next Year: But in Spring he would neither
give him his Conge nor his Money, under Pretence
that he had fold Brandy to the Indians, whici is pro-
hibited, and threatened him with Imprifonment for
demanding his Money; fa that he was obliged to Real
away with his Two Indians, and what Goods be had got
in Exchange for bis Furs, with his 3 Canoes. Monreal,
he fays, is about 6o Leagues above Quebec. It is a large
Town, about a League and a Half in Circuit within
the Wails, which are 15 Feet high, of Lime and Stone.
They have 3 oo.Men in Garrifon. T-his is the only con-
fiderable Town in Canada befides Zuebec; for frois
Rivieres is but a Village. He fays, they have a Fort
the Natives call Catarakui Fort, go Leagues above
Monreal, near Lake Frontenac, in which they keep a
GarrWon of 4o Men, as the Indians informed him, and
about as many more Inhabitants. The River St. Lau-
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renee, froi thence to Monrea, is fo full of Watér-falls,
and fo rapid, that there is the utmoft Danger and Dif-
ficulty in -gôing by Water, and no goiog fo far by Land
through the Woods, fo that no Trade can be carried
on that Way but at a great Expence.

They have no other fortified Places in Canada, but
one Fort calied Cbampli, near Cbamplain Lake, upon
the Engli/ and Iroquefe Frontiers, in which they have
20 Men in Garrifon.

He was above 4o Days in going up the River, rom
Monreal to the Lake Nepgfing, which is at the Source of
that River which he calls St. Laurence, and not the
River which paffes through the Lakes; but La Hontan
calls it the River Outaouas. He had 36 Land-Car-
riages before he got to Nepifing. He was but 18 Days
in going down it to Monrea. He flys, the River Nepi-
fing runs from the fame Lake into the Lake of Hurons.
This is what La Hontan calls French River; it is 20
Leagues in its Courfe, and had Three Falls upon it,
which they defcended in Two Days; and with a fair
Wind they might go from thence to Mfilimakinac iri
Two Days more along the Illands. Upon his Return
he exchanged his Goods for Furs, and refolved to try
bis Fortune once more to-Monreal, and make his Peace
with the Governor. He fays, when he left MIlilimaki-
nac, there were but 2 Men with the Gôvernor in
Garrifon, which was only to open and fihut the Gates.
He fays, that of late the Trade from thence to Monreal
is fo much leffened upon account of the Engli/b fupply-
ing the Indians much cheaper and better, by an eafy
Navigation through the Lakes to Niagara, that there do
not go above 12 Canoes in a Year, and chofe Licences
are generally given to fuperannuated Officers; the
Avarice .and Injuflice of the Governor of Canada Las
likewife difgufted the Natives.

After having got a Parcel of Furs, Le, with Two
Indian Slaves, and 3 Canoes, paffed the Lake Huron,
and entered the River Nepiing, and went up it feveral
Leagues; but at a Turn in the River Le met 9 Canoes,
in which was the Governor's Brother-in-law, with 30
Soldiers, and as many more to manage the Canoes,
who feized him and his Furs, and Slaves, as a Run-
away without a Paffport, and would have carried him
away to Monreal; but he made his Efcape into the
Woods in the Night, with only his Gun, and Five
Charges of Powder and Ball, and paffed by Land
alone through the Woods on the ·North Side of Huron
Lake until he met with fone of the Mifada Indians,
who live there, having been Six Weeksjin1his Jour-
ney, travelling behind the Mountains, on the North
Side of the Lake, in a Marlhy Country, abounding
with Beavers, and thus returned to Saut St. Marie;
and having loft ail, determined to go to the Engi/h in
Hudfon's Bay, by paffing through the Indian Nations Weft
of.the Upper Lake, until he fhould arrive, by thefe
Lakes and Rivers which tun Northwards, at Tork Fort,
on Neon River.

He fet out in the beginning of Winter 1739 uPon
this Journey -and Voyage, and hunted and lived with
the Indians bis Relations,- the Sauteurr, on the North
Side of the Upper Lake, where le was well acquaint-
cd, having hunted and traded thereabouts for Fourteen
Years. He: fays, the Upper Lake Las Three Iflands
near the North Shore, about 3 Leagues frcim the
Shore; they -are about 3 or 4 Leagues each in Cir-
cumference. One of then - he calls Ifie du Lignons

thc

243

t

L~


