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Will yet be found to have been effected. Pictou Indians can scarcely be said to-day
ead a nomadic life; and yet it is impossible to point out the precise date at which
€Ir wandering customs ceased to exist. Any person here, who has reached middle
age, remembers, quite distinctly, when they subsisted exclusively on the fruits of
© chase. They hunted at all seasons, and to this employment they, very rarely,
added the Jabor of catching a few fish, and that too after the most primitive of
3shions. The women, indeed, plaited a few baskets, which were purchased more as
Oys than as articles designed to serve any useful purpose. The men rarely stayed
More than a few weeks, particularly during the summer, in any one place. The
tribe were thus essentiaily a wandering, homeless race, dependant on the chances of
8ame and venison, and on the spear and the rifle, for means to eke out a very precarious
velihood. Wherever they chanced to alight they built wigwams, covered with birch
ark, and constructed canoes largely of the same material to convey themselves and
elr pénates from one very temporary restiug place to another. Thus lived our

Ddians a few years ago, a harmless, but a useless life.

T To-day, however, a change forces itself on the notice of the least observant.

hey build permanent houses. They congregate on their reserves. They possess
0ats, and many of approved appliances for fishing with hook and line, and sometimes
With nets, They are not unfrequently employed at full wages, on public and other

Works, in company with their brethren of Kuropean extraction. They have. “a
turn ' for woodwork of any description and devote much of their time to it. The
8un still hangs up over their doors, but they rarely take it down, unless an actual

Mptation entices them, in the shape of a flock of sea-fowl flying over their village.

Unlike their brethren in some other parts of this Province, they pay little or no

& ‘ention to farming, and make scarcely any preparation for winter, and, unhappily,

18 18 the season in which their woodwork is at a discount, fishing is impossible, and
OIr village is not accessable enough to enable them to avail themselves of other

Stray chances of paying labour. They had planted a few bushels of potatoes the .
Preceding spring, and committed a small variety of other vegetable seed to the
8round, but their harvest, though of much assistance during the fall and early winter
Monthg, js entirely inadequate to the demands made upon it, and before the snow

8appears, they are, as a rule, absolutely destitute of food. It is the same

Xperience every year.

. There is one trait in the character of our Micmacs which cannot be too highly

Yaised, Living as they do, they frequently suffer many privations. 'This evening
o ®y have not to-morrow’s breakfast in reserve for themselves and families, and yet a

e of theft from their white neighbours, is, I believe, utterly vnknown. The
N ual elevation of a race with a fine characteristic like this so firmly impressed
t:ght not to be despaired of. As to the rest the average Micmac is chaste, patient,

Wperate and reverential towards the aged, affectionate in his domestic relations,
bgothCharitable, when means and opportunity permit, to his less favored Indian
er, '

o The absence of schools has been a serious privation. Very few persons can even
ave Ot one can be regarded as a scholar. The earlier missionaries had invented a .
toy Stem of hieroglyphics, which they subsequently gathered into a volume, and handed

he first converts. By the good offices of a religious foreign society, a reprint was
T8 &few years ago, and many copies of this later edition are now in circulation.
th ® publication is in two small'sepavate volumes, which contain the Lord’s Prayer,
° Cl‘_eed, the Hail Mary, a few other simple supplications, the Ten Commandments,
thz Principal Roman Catholic Ecclesiastical Precepts, the entire service of the Mass,
Ghrioi?ice for the Dead, several selections from Sacred Scripture.s, and a summary of
Stian doctrine in catechetical form; this, T need not say, is the poor Micmacs
o oatest treasure on earth; father has explained to son, and son to grandson, this
Ple record, through two hundred and seventy consecutive years. HKach Sunday
®ling, the head of the family, with profound reverence, takes “ the book " into his
WIF » deciphers it from beginning to end, and then with great earnestness, impresses
3t he considers its most important truths on the minds of his by no means inat-
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