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WEDDING FLORAL DECORATIONS
By MARGARET LAING, FAIRIBAJRN

A S the time of the wedding drawsnear the question of what the
decorations shaîl be and who shall

do them, looms large in the mind of
the mother. (We are thinking now of
the average mother who caunot hand
over alI thîs sort of thing to paid
workers.)

The little bride is busy putting the
finishiug touches on ber trousseau, sec-
ing friends, and acknowledging the
gifts that are pouring in, so that she
can give her mother little help in the
planning for the flowers at the wed-
ding-how they shaîl be used in flhc
decorations for the table at the wed-
ding breakfast, and how arranged in the
drawing-room, living-room, parlor (or
whatever name the chief room in the
bouse bears) as well as in the other
rooms to be used.

We are going to suppose there is n-
florist in the question-either he is too
far away or he would charge to much,
or his arrangements would be too elab-
orate for the simple home wedding
which is our ideal. Anyway, he is lim-
inated f rom the problemt for which we
will seek a solution.

There is the garden, of course, and
neighhors have generously offered what-
ever we covet f rom theirs-everyone
loves to help a bride-and, besides, there
is ail ont-doors to draw upon, wîth its
glory of field and woods.

Since weddings are apt to comte off
at any time in the year, in spite of the
fact that Providence seemns to have de-
signed June for that special purpose, in
our reckoning we wîll have to take into
account the cycle of flowerdomn, fromn
early spring te Ite autulun.

Suppiose we glance over a few of our
comnmon garden and field flowers and
flowering shrubs that mnight serve for
the purpose in hand.

There are lilacs, hydrangea, japoica,
fleld daisies, syringa, and black-eyed
Susans, golden rod, wild blossomis of
tree and buish, aiitumnn leaves-in
fact, the list is s0 long that it would be
impossible to give it, so we mnerely offer
samiples. Flowers differ f romn one part
of Canada to another, from one garden
to another, from week to weelc and sea-
son to season, and there is scarcely a
bloom of them ail but may be utilized.
The question is, how to select themn and
combine with taste.

We wilI begini, then, with the flowers
for the table at the w,ýeddinig breakfast.
White is the usuial chioîce, because o1
its suggestion of puirity and its use is a
mnatter of taste. Color gives a more
brilliant effect. 0f greenery there must
bc a generous supply, such as ferns,
bracicen, acacia leaves, asparagus, auy-
thing that is small and feathery, fluffy
anid green.

On the bridaI table choose for flower
holders a table vase for the centre sur-
rounded by four smaller ones. Glass is
always ini good taste and inconspicuous.
A very inexpensive set, easily ordered
f rom a departmental store, consists of
fold fish bowls, one large and four
smiall, for there are four sizes te, choose

the wedding the decorations must be on
a large scale to be effective, since many
of the guests will see it only at a dis-
tance instead of seated at the table.

A striking design would be a bark
canoe filled with a brilliant mass of
bloom, the sides partly veiled with the
vines that droop over it. The littie
craft would be emblematic of the voyage
on which the young couple were start-
ing together.

A more twentieth century idea would
be an aeroplane, but the idea might be
more difficult to carry out, so we Wil
go keep to the boat. The home carpen-
ter can easily make this ont of bark. It
should be anywhere f rom eighiteen in-
ches long, should be filled with moist
sand, to hold the flowers, and should be
raised some inches above the table on
supports, hidden under the mass of
green.

These are -onily a f ew suggestions in-
dicating the wealth of material avail-
able and the variety of design possible,
and are given as skeleton plans to be
filled in to suit individual requirements.

Before leaving the question of the
table decoration, perhaps a definite
description of a particular table decora-
tion mlight be helpful, which could, of
course, bie earried ont in whatever
flowers were in season.

The wedding we recall was late in
July, when the wild carrot is in bloom
along ail the roadsides of 0ntarîo-
"Queen Anne's Lace Flower" is the
p rettier and more poetic naine it is
known l)y in older countries, where i,

is highly cultivated. At the bride's
table its lace-like whiteness filled the
receptacles of a glass epergne having
five siender vases in a cluster and a
large saucer-like vase, the epergne rebt-
ing ou a centre-piece of ferus. Smaller
vases of the lace flower or a centre
of ferns decorated each of the smaller
tables for guests, presenting an exquisîte-
ly dainty appearance by using whattmost
people cal"a weed."

Field daisies would carry out a simi-
lar scheme-do you remember that wheni
Lord Rosebery's daughter, Lady Peggy,
was married, that it was a "marguerite"
wedding? So wotild syringa, white as-
ters bridai wreath, white lilacs.

.When it cornes to the decoration of
the other roonis, so much depends on
their size and arrangement that it is
difficult to give definite advice, but one
general principle is, let the impression
be one of out-of-doorness of life and
things growing.

Bring in huge branches of lilacs, jap-
onica, syringa, spiraea, wjld aster, the
starry bine wild chicory, feathery as-
paragus, apple blossoms, or brilliant aut-
umu leaves. Cover the newel post i
the hall, fil the umibrella stand, place
big jugs or even pails in the corners
of the rooru, idden by the furniture
and holding miniature trees and bran-
ches, make a bower for the bridaI
couple in the bay window, bank the
mante1 sheif vwith a mass of bloorn, the
Iow vases hidden by moss or a wilder-
ness of ferns and green foliage.

Much of the cutting and arranging of
flowers can be begun days before with
such as keep their freshness, like daisies,
asters or chrysanthernms. Autusun fol-
jage and many of the wild flowers,
wbich lose their color and f reshness
soon, mnust be left tilI later. A bush of

îchicory cut off .iust arouind the roots,,
will droop the first day, but by the next
will revive beautifully.

But perhaps this wealth of foliage
and wild flowers is not as avaîlable as
garden flowers. In that case select a
single color for each roomn. Yellow is
always cheerful and gay and would in-
clude sunflowers of all kinds, helianthus,
nasturtiums, coreopsis, marigold, gail-
lardia, black-eyed Susan, and ail the rest
of this golden f amily.

Arrange in large bouquets or masses
of smaller ones, according to the flower
taking the greatest care to mix only
tIinse which are different tones of the
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