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MISSION FIELD. -
THE BIBLE IN SOUTH INDIA.
(Oonttnued from last number.)

‘Intime Rhenius undertook the
work of re-trapslation, and exe-
cuted what may be called our third
version, He was & good Tamil
goholar, inferior to his predecessors
in knowledge of the originals, but

of a singularly clear and praotiesl
mind, though unfortunately given
tq paraphase whore diiution of the
text is inadmiesible. His version
was idiomatic, easy, and olear, but
.+ often unfaithful, nerveless and loose
" —as unlike its predecessors as it
well could be.
The fourth version came from
Ceylon, and now, for the first time,
- Bnglish men, with Americans,
torched the work of Tamil Biblical
translation, Mr, Enight [of the
0. M. 8.], Messrs. Spalding and
Poor [of the American Board of
Migsione], and Mr. Percival [at
< first & Wesleyan, and afterwards of
tho 8. P.G.) woere engaged for some
* %eu.rs in the work of revision.
+ Their work fell at last absolutely
~ into the hands of Mr. Percival, and
was beautifully printed as a tenta-
~ {ive version by the Bible Society in
1862 ;—a work of nndoubted erudi-
tion, it is the mntithesis of that of
Ziegonbalg and Schultze, Abound-
i ing in Banskrit and High Tamil
3 words, pedantio and polished, it is
% in lamil much what Dr, Johoson’s
“ Rambler ” in in Enoglish; and is
. ouriously ill-adapted to its purpose.’
And now comes the fifth ohapter
- of our history. Almost every Ta
mil Missionary, certainly every
group of Missions, had worked at
revision. Almost évery ppint had
been discugsed, and the proposition
. was at length made by the Madras
- Auxiliary of the Bible Society to
the 8.P.G. that the Rev. Henry
Bower, one of its Anglo-Indian
+ Missionaries, 8 man of pre-eminent
. Tamil sobolarship, and of great at.
- teinments in other ways, should be
- appointed permanent and sole re-
- vigor, submitting his work to cer-
tain others for advice, with & view
to the issune of an suthoritative and
- [ae far as this is possible] final
. version, acceptable to all. This
has boen, atter about four years'
. toil, accomplished, ¥
The Bible Society bore all the
expenses of this undertaking, pub-
: lished the editior in all forms and
. sizos, with heaadings, parallel re-
ig‘\ forences, &o., and withont them,
% and liberally supplies copies to all
. Who need them. - ‘
¥ This version has met with almost
> unsnimous approval, and certainly
£:geoms to me equal to any version
"in sny language that I know of,
It is, apart from ite sacred char-

!g’:-abter,' the longeat prose work in
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& *Mr, Bower, who received from
i-the Archbishop of Canterbury the
"degree of D.., as some acknow-
Jedgment of his labors, and was
*also oreated & Feilow of the Madras
‘University, is gono to his rest, A
dong . list of useful Tamil works
fattests his diligence and ability,
JHewas a devout humble.minded,

the langnage; dnd will' be a chief
standard of orthography and of
prose idiom in Tamil, ~Indeed,Ta-
mil Prb'se, Tamil typography, snd
the literature generally, owe almost
everything to Missionaries. [from
Bosahi to the present] and to Mis-
sion Ereases. -1 am only stating
what belongs to my own sphere,
but others can say much' the same
in regard to the Telugu, Kanarese,
Malayalam, and Tulnga languages.

If we left India now, these im-
perishable monuments of Mission-
ary zesl, industry, and erudition
would remain,

This very brief sketoch of the
history of one of the many versions
| of the * saored Books of the West,"”
showing how & long and very va.
ried sucoession of men of many
nationalities have oarried on this
work with unwearied patience, en-
thusiastic zeal, and with no small
amount of genius and learning,
from A p. 1650 to 1880, illustrates
the spirit of modern Missions.

In such &« work how good and
pleasant a thing itis for brethren to
dwell and work in unity together,
May it not tend to gain for us that
grace which shall draw us ncarer
and nearer, till 8 United Christen-
dom shall advance to the work—
only thos to be completely success-
fal—of bringing the world to ac-
oept the Revelation so presented to
them,

And now I would add a few con-
siderations affecting the nse to be
made of our versiong, in South In~
dia especially, -

1. When I look at the Tamil lit-
erature I seem to disdern great en-
couragement to believe that we
shall succeed in making the Bible
dear to the hearts of that people;
for it has the best literature, and is
in many respeots the ablest, the
most progressive, and the most
thorough of India peoples. This
literature is much concerned with
heroes and saints, The legends of
old Sanskirt literatare have been
translated into excellent verse by
poets not inferior to Valmiki and
Kalidasa, and slso into prose Tamil,
while they have been worked into
dramas, romantie poems, lyrios,
and hymns, Besides which, the
histories of the sixty-three Caiva
saints and of the Vaishnava apos-
tles are oironlated in every form,
and are full of earnestness and of
genuine pathos, Xpicsand shorter
poems of Jain origin exiat, and
would do honor to any literature,

What I wish to emphasire is thaj
fact that the Tamil psople are guite
oapable of receiving and appreciat-
ing the Bible, which gives them
histories incomparably more inter-
esting and affecting than those of
their own bookas.

The great work of the Christian
Missionary is to hold up to the love,
admiration, worship, trdst, and im-
itation of men, the Christ of the
Gospels, I find vast multitudes of
men to whom the name of Rama
and of Krishna, supposed incarna
tions of Vishnu, are inexpressibly
dear. 1 examine these histéries,
and find much that is interesting,
affeoting, and noble, mingled inex-
trioably with mnch that is puerile,
revolting, and degrading. 1f, then,

by word of mouth, and’by our pub-
lications, the Saviour of the world
is perseveringly and piously made
known, who can doubt as to there-
sult 7 - '
When men write about the suc
cess or otherwise of our work in
India, I feel inclined to urge this
consideration, It cannot bedenied
that a8 the result of Missionary
work the idea of the great Master
in the holiness of His charaoter, in
the majesty of His works, and in
the ineffable excellence of His
teaching, is becoming, and must
ever more and more become, fami~
liar to the minds of all classes and
all ages of men in India. Thiswill
work its way, will win affection,
veapect, and reverence. I look for
the regeneration of India from this
exhibition of Christ, who will thas
draw all men unto Himself, The
main question i8 not how many
have openly renonnced heathenism,
but to what extent iz the great body
of Christian labourers able thus to
introduce the idea of the great
Master into the minds of men.
from every Christian institution

being spread by zealouws, loving
Christians, no one who has faith in
Him will discourage their laboors,
or be doubtfol about the result.
Organizations, just at the present
may or may not flourish, but an
inflaence is being extended which
sooner or later must surely bring
all India to the- Saviour's feet:
There is a work over -and beyond
that of gathering together bodies
of oconverts; and it is that of oreat-
inpg a Christisn atmosphere in
which no non-Christian system oan
liveand move and have its being.
Viewed in this light the whole ag-
gregate of Mission work in India,
and especially that of Bible trans-
lation, is helpful, hopeful, and
mighty. Perhaps Christian Mis-
sionaries themselves require {0 be
remindgd of this, Christians at
home must resolutely turn their
minds away from statistics, and
simply take heed that the men they
send forth are men whose whole
mind isset on bringing the personsl
Saviour before the minds of those
for whom He died, and whom He
has graciously promised to draw
unto Himself when He is thus
lifted up.

Best cure for colds, cough, consump
tiom, 18 the old Vegetable Pulmonary Bal
sam.” Outler Broi & Co. Boston. For §l
a large bottle sent prepaid,
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HARRIAGE LAW DERENGE
~ ASSOCIATION,

IN CONNECTION WITH THR OHUROH OF
ENGLAND XX CAXNADA.)

PATRON:
The Most Rev. the Metropolitan of
Canada.

HoN. S20.-TREAS.

L. H. Davidson, Esq., M.A,, D .OL.
Montreal, .
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in ohurohes, in schools, in bazaars,

ol and laity may be sent to the Hon,
Begretary-Treasnrer. .

If| g2

the savour of His saving name is|%
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A0ZZONI’S
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- COMPLEXION
Tmparts a brilllast transparancy tothe skin. Re
mooveo all pimples, trockles and discolorations. Fo

sale by ullﬂ;n—clsgmézkm.crwedtorww

SHORTHAND
May be easily and quickly learned
at your own home by our prastical conrse
of home instruction.
Send for our termer and commence at
once.
Address the

“ CONDUCTOR SHORTHAND
INSTITUTE,”
8t. John, ¥.B.

m 5t Loal, Me

M. 8. BROWN & CO,,

EBTABLIBHED A.D, 1840,
JEWELLERS & SILVERSMITHS,

=DBALRRS 1IN~
uroh Plale and Metal Altar Farnt-

tare.
(3 Granville §t., Halifax, N.8.

The rollowln&wan known clergymen have
kindly permitted thelr names to be used ax
references :~—

The Ven. Canon Edwin Gll{aln, D.D., Arcix-
deacon of Nova Haotia, Hallfax,

The Rev. Oanon Brook, M.A., President
King’d College, Windsor, N.§

The Rev. (. J. 8. Bethune, M.A,, Head
Master Trinity Oolloge Bchooi. Porl Hope,
Ontario.

The Rev. E. 8. W. Pentreath. Olrist
Ohurohk, Winnipeg, Man. g

Prices an be hadon application.
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