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(Conttnued frcm last number.)
lu time Rheuins undertook the

work of re-translation, and exe-
cuted what may be called ourthird
version. He was a good Tamil
scholar, inferior to his predecessors
in knowledge of the originale, but
of a singularly clear and practical
mind, though nnfortunately given
tq paraphase where dilution of the
text la inadmissible. Hie version
vas idiomatic, easy, snd clear, but
Oflen unfaithfni, nervelesa and icoee
-s unlike its predoceseors as it
well eould b.

The fourth version came from
Ceylon, and now, for the firet time.
E n g 1 i a h men, with Americane,
touched the work of Tamil Biblical
translation. Mr. Knight [of the
O. M. S.], Messrs. Spalding and
Poor [of the Americau Board of
Missions], and Mr. Percival [at
first a W esloyan. and afterwards of
the S. P.G.) wore ongaged for some

are in the work of rovision.
heir work fell at last absolutely

nto the hands of Mr. Percival, and
vas beautifully printed as a tenta-
tive version by the Bible Society in
1852;-a work of undoubted erudi-
tion, it is the antithesis of that of
Ziogenbalg sud S1aile. Abond-
ing ln Sanskrit sud High Tamil
words, pedantie and polished, it is
in 'lamil much what Dr. Johson's
"Rambler " i in English; and is

euriously ill-adapted te its purpose.
And now comes the fifth chapter

of our history. Almost overy Ta
mil Miseionary, certainly overy
group of Missions, bad worked at
revision. Almoat every point bad
been discussed, and the proposition
was at length made by the Madras

*ý Auxiliary of the Bible Society to
the S.P.G. that the Rev. Henry
Bower, one of its Anglo-Indian
Missionaries, a main of pre-eminent

î Tamil soholarship, and of great at.
tainments in other ways, should be
appointed permanent and sole re.
visor, submitting bis work to cer-
tain others for advice, with a view
to the issue of an authoritative and
[ùs far as this je possible] final

ýé version, acceptable to ail. This
bas been, atter about four yeare'
toil, accomplished.*

The Bible Society bore all tue
expense of this undertaking, pub-lished the edition in all forms and

r sizes, with beaadings, parallel re.
forenoes, &s., and without ther,
and liberally supplies copies to ail
who need themn.

This version has met with almost
unanimous approval, and certainly

-seems to me equal to any version
in any language that I know of.

It is, apart from its saored char-
a'ter, the longest prose work lu

*Mr. Bower, who received from
the Archhishop cf Canterbur-y theo
degree of D..L., as some acknow-
ledgment of hie labors, and vas

?lso created a Pellow of the Madras
tUniversity, is gone to his rest. A

Song list of neeful Tamil works
attests hie diligence and ability.
,e was a devout humbleminded,
ioviug-hearted man.

the 1hàxguage; tnd will be a ichief
standard of orthograph and of
prose idiom in Tamil. . Indeed, Ta.
mil roâe, Tamil tyÉàgrâphy, and
the literature generally, ewe almost
everything to Miuionaries Efrom
Besahi to the prdsent] and to Mis-
sion presses. I am only stating
what belongs to my own sphere,
but others can say much the same
in regard to the Telugu, Kanarese;
Malayalam, and Tuluga languages.

If we left India now, these im.
perishable monuments of Mission.
ary zoal, industry, sud erudition
would romain,

This very brief sketch of the
histcry cf one cf the many versions
of the "sscred Books of the West$"
showing how a long sud very va,
ried succession of men of many
nationalities have carried on this
work with unwearied patience, en-
thusisetie zeal, and with no small
amount of genius and learning,
from A n. 1650 to 1880, illustrates
the spirit of modern Missions.

In such a work how good and
pleasant a thing it is for brethren to
dwell and work in uriity together,
May it not tend to gain for us that
grace which shall draw us nearer
and iearer, till a United Christen-
dom shall advance to the work-
only thus to be completely success-
ful-of bringing the world to o-
cept the Revelation so presented to
theni.

t n.d now I would add a few con-
siderations affecting the use to be
made of our versions, in South In-
dia especially. -

1. When I look at the Tamil lit-
erature I seem to diedern great en-
couragement to believe that we
shall succeed in making the Bible
dear to the bhearts of that people ;
for it bas the best literature, and is
in many respects the ablest, the
most progressive, and the most
thorough of India peoples. This
literature is much concerned with
herces and saints. The legends of
old Sanskirt literature have beeir
translated into excellent verse by
poets not inferior to Valmiki and
Kalidasa, and also into prose Tamil,
while they have been worked into
dramas, romantio poems, lyrios,
and hymns. Besides which, the
histories of the sixty-three Caiva
saints and of the Vaishnava apos-
ties are circulated in every form,
sud are full of earuestnese and of
genuine pathos. Epicsand shorter
poems of Jam origin exist, and
would do honor to any literature.

What I wish to emphasize is the,
fact that the Tamil people are quite
capable of receiving and appreciat.
ing the Bible, which gives them
histories incomparably more inter-
esting and affecting than those of
their own books.

The great work of the Christiau
Missionary is to hold up to the love,
admiration, worship, trust, and im-
itation cf mon, the Christ cf the
Gospels. I find vast multitudes cf
men to whom thoe name of Rama
and of Krisbna, supposed incarna
tions of Vishnu, are inexpressibly
dear. I examine these histôries,
and find much that is interesting,
affecting. and noble, mingled inex.
trioably with niuch that is puerile,
revolting, and degrading. lf, thon,
in ohurches, in schools, iu bazaars,

by word of môuth. andý by or pub-
libations, the Saviour of the world
is perseveringly and piously made
known, who can doubt s to the re
suit ?

When men write about the suc
ceas or otherwise of Our work in
India, I feel inclined to urge this
consideration. It cannot bedenied
that as the result Of missionary
work the idea of the great Master
in the holiness of Ris character, in
the majesty of His works, and in
the ineffable excellence of Hia
tochiug, is becoming, and muet
ever more and more become, fami-
liar to the minde of all classes and
ail agos cf mon lu India. Thiswill
werk its way, will win affection,
respect, and reverence. I look for
the regeneration of India from this
exhibition of Christ, who wiIl thus
draw ail mon unto Hiimself. The
main question is not how mauy
have openly reounoced heathenism,
but to what extent is the great body
of Christian labourera able thus to
introduce the ides of the great
Master into the minds of mon. If
from every Christian institution
the savourof His saving name is
being sproad by zealous, loving
Christians, no one who bas faith in
Him will discourage their labours,
or b doubtful about the result.
Organizations, just at the present
may or may not flourish, but an
influence is boing extended which
sooner or later muet surely bring
ail India to the- Saviour's feet,.
There is a work over and beyond.
that of gathering together bodies
of couverts; and it is that of creat-
ing a Christian atmosphere in
whioh no non-Christian system cau
ive and move and have its being.

Viewed in this light the whole ag-
gregate of Mission work in India,
and especially that of Bible trans-
lation, le helpful, bopeful, aud
mighty. Perhaps Christian Mis-
sionaries themselves require to be
reminded of this. Christians at
home must resolutely turn their
minds away from statisties, and
emply taie heed that the men they
send forth are mon whose wbclo
mnd is set on briging the persenal
Savieur before the minda cf these
for whom He died, and whom He
bas gracinly promised te daw
auto Hmiiseilf when Ho is thug
lifted up.
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