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LIBEL LAW AMENDMENTS.

Fothe Do Litoraf Do Patsaes asp 1% srivins

Sk, Wiall you kindiy make room for an explanation from
me as to the position of matters re Libel Law Amendments.

An act respecting the law of libel has been passed by the
Ontario Assembly. 1 wish with this amnouncement { could con-
gratulate the newspaper publishers of the Provinee, and particu
lady the members of the Canadian Press Association, upon the
fact that areasonabh satisfactory ending has at last been reached
to along agitation. I reality. 1t is pretty much a case of *as
you were.”

We have asked for three things chuefly 1. 'hat the annoy -
ance and eapense of moving for sceurity for costs be no longer
placed upon the defendant publisher, but that, resenving o the
judge certain discretionany powens, the depositing of security for
costs be a necessany prelude to entering action ; or, failing this,
that an order of a judge be made requisite s 2. That in cases
of secondary libel (alleged libellous paragrmphs received by wire
or copicd from other papers, ctc.). an ample apology be a bar 1o
action unless malice be shown @ 3. “T'hat in motions for sccurity
for costs there should be noappeal from the decision of the Court
of first resort.

.

On the first and main grievance we have received no conees-
sion whatever.  We may still be hicassed by legal valtores, and
be made to submit with such graceas espediency diciates to the
demands of the blackmailer.  For a time it aprcared probable
that we would be given the protection of a judge’s order (some-
thing to which no reasonable objection could be taken), but this
was finally denied.  We have been slightly more fortunate as 1o
our sccond gricvance. It is true the publisher is sull left fully
liable for the consequences of the publication of the most inno-
cent-looking news pamgraph received through ordinary channels,
but provision has been made for the consolidation of different
actions and for the entering of a ple, i mitigation of damages,
that the plaintifi has already agread to reccive compensation in
revpeet of asmilar libel. This is practically all the act con-
tains for our benelit. “The third point a0 appeal in motions
for secumty of costs was at fisst conceded, but  before the il
zot through the Assembly this was modified so asto apply only
when the motion has been made before a judge of the High
Court of Justice.

There was provision odginally for the joinder of the infor-
mant as defendant, but in conmittee this was made available
anly where malice can be shown, so that practically it is uscles.~

Ncither by the ministers nor in the House does proper con
sideration seem to have been given our representations, We
were told repeatedly about the  wickeduess of newspaper libels,
tut the members of the government and the private members
alike scem o have ignored the fact that zo amendment was by
ing asked that could make the way any casier for the wiliul
hibeller.

Disagrecable as it may be, there s appareatly nothing be
fore us as publishers but w0 agiate * agitate *° agitate * 7 untal we
compel unwilling  politicians to heed our complaints, 1t wali
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help to do this if we cease to be mere party hacks, and give our
politicians to understand that st we assist them i ther efforts
to command popular support, we du so not of night but of finor.
Lt us take off our gloves occasionally in dealing with om local
members, and they will soon take off their hats when they come
to deal with us.

In this connection 1 destre to evpress my high apprecration
of the position which the Toronto Globe has taken i this mat
ter, while 1T alo appreciate the hint thrown out In the Sentiel-
Review, of Woodstoch. that there are too many Tawyers i parha.
ment. The preset. e of 4 few more jowmalists of the Balfour
stripe in the House would afford a wholesome correetive,

Before elosing permit me 10 say that the journahsts of this
provinee, and of Canada as a whole, are under a heavy debt of
gratitude to John King, Q.C., for his untinemg ctorts to amprene
the Laws relating to both disiland crimanal hind He has spent
a vast amount of time on this subject, and has recened and - e
pects no remuneration tharefor, 1 hope, howavar, the mombos
of the press will st it that in some way suitable acknowlod,
mont is made of a common indebtedngss.

Fraternally yours,
I H. Priston,
President 1% A\

N. B Dmight add, that while the new libel law is a dis
appointment to us, a decision given Iy Chaneellor Boved tha
the publisher shall be given security for costs of he can make
out such a case as, i uncomtradicted at the wial, wonld jnsufy
the article complained of, is of the veny highet imporance,
Oaly a few days ago T was able 1o put 1t 1o the test belose our
county judie, and obtained an order for seeurity without hest
tauon  Nor was this order appealed against. T 1L 1Y

The Excter Times has just putin a new pros o ad in the
production of the bright weckly of that name.
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