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SHAW what an idea ! what nonsense ! to
fancy that tho bewitching author of Romeo

and Julict, of Hanlet, of Macbeth, wasan attor-
ney's clerk 1 one whose business it was to deal
with old musty parchuments and folios, to talk
and write of fee-simp.o and fee-tail, of tenuregin
frankalmoign and of cletmosynary corporations ;
to compose pleas puis durrein continusuce and
replications do injund, in somedingy, becobweb-
bed office, in somu out of the way corner, of the
antiquated town of Stratford-on-Avon” Thus,
no doubt, many & fair creature, wholns laughed
at tho adventures of Falstaff, shuddered at tho
deeds of Macbetl, and sigho* and cricd ovar the
misfortunes  of Hamlet and Ophelis and the
loves of Romeo and Julict—iwill poob-pooh
tho idea suggested in tho titlo of this article.
But not so fust, my dear friend ; stop & moment,
and let us seo if law and poolry aro go utterly
imcompatible, that o student of the one caanot
be a writer of tho otler. Wasg not the sgoul-
stirring Milton onco a student of law?  Jas
not the meck and gentle Cowper a barrister,
and did he not for cleven long years live in the
Hiddle Temple, surronnded o oll sides with law
and lawyers ? ~ Did Bailey, the suthor of Festus
find #he cultivation of the poctic art inconsist.
tent with tho active duties of the Jegal profession ?
Was not Sit Walter Scott—Tho Wizard of the

North—a Wiiter to the Signet, a Scotch advo--

calo? The dusty dotuments in tho Courts of
Edinburgh did not damp his poctic fire, nov pro-
vent his fancy from soaring ligh in the regions
of pocsy. And Lord Ersking, one of the most
famous members of the Eaglish bar, was so well
posted in the works of this same Shakespeare,
that for ‘hour -afler hour ho could carry o a
conversation in the ipsissima verba of this jllus-
trioug bard.

No, my fuir friend, poetry and law may bo
followed and beloved by tho samo man : while
wo acknowledgo the goddess Justltia to bo our
queen, we may bend the knee in worship and
adoration to tle Muses.

Tho practico of tho law callyinto play some of
tho facullics of tho mind, which aro tho most
excrcised in tho cultivation of podtry. The poct’s
most cssentinl qualification—invention—is also
necessaty Yor the lawyer ; he cmploys it in pro-

paring his cases 'and pleadings, while in his-

specches to juries ho gives Tallswing to his ima-
gination and fravy. Eloquenco isuear okin to
postry—-in iﬁk’ it i3 podtry in proge—und in
* evey g, and chialy. the gémtemen of, the

long robo have numbered among their ranks the
most cloquent orators of the day.

We trust wo havo now satisfied tho reader
that Poetry and Law may gohand in hand, and
that it is not nbsolutely impossible that Wil-
liam Shakespeare wag an attorney’s clerk.

Stevens says, « all that wo know with cer-
tainty of Shakespears ig, that he was bora in
Stratford-upon-Avon, married and had chil-
drenthere; went to London, wherebe becamean
actor, and wroto pocms and plays ; roturned to
Stratford, made his will, soddied.” " It isstrango
that wo should know so very little of ono of the
greatest ornaments and mea oo gepuis of our
father-land ; wo scarce know moro of him than
wo doof the old Blind Poet of Greece, who lived
thousands of years ago.  Yet, perhaps, it is an
advantago thatourknowledge of him s 8o limited,
for thus a vast field fur speculation to revel
in is opened up, and wo may indulge our fancies
with pleasing idcas as to what this great man
did, and how ho lived, knowing only what Le
thought and what be wrote,

Luterary men aro much at variance ag to the
way in which lo passed his time betweea his
leaving school and his going to seck his fortune
in London, i. ¢. .between tho years 1579 and
1586. By some, ho i3 supposed to have been a
schoolmaster; by others, a buteher: whilo a
third party claim him as an attorney's clerk.
There i3 no positive or direct evidence as to
what ke was during this_period ; thereforo wo
will havo to resert to negativo evidenco to provo
that he was neitler a schoolmaster, supplying
food for tho minds of the youthful generation f
Stratford--nor yet a butcher, supplying food for
the bodies of the inbabitants of his native town.

At that timo thera was but ono school in
Stratford, and thatan endowed grammarschool,
there is at the present day a record of all the
masters of this school, and the name of Shake.
spears docs not figuro in this list of pedagogues :
nor i3 there the slightest truce of his ever having
been an under-master or an usher thore. Beforo
this ho had attended the school a3 o pupil, and
that is tho only connection bo seemsto have had
with it,

As to the butcher theory, it scems to havo
originated in tho excited fancy of somo of those
imaginative creatures wko are cver secking after
tho marvellous, and delight in the improbable ;-
for what agrecment is there between this trade
and the writing of the love ditties of Julin and
Silvia ; besides as his father was an alderman of
the town, and rather well to do, it is not likely
‘that bo would have suffered his son to engago
in soch @ bosiness, -

As to the evidence which tends to prove that
Shakespears was in an atlorney’s office, it is
interual,—~consisting of the descnptions of law
proceedings, the legal phraseology, and the
referencs o legal principles, which lie thickly
scattercd through all his productions, and of
his will, drawn by himself, in & very professional
style.

It would fill pages to quoteall the instancesin
which Shakespearo shews his kaowledge of legal
terms and practico; we can only refer to a few
of the most striking.

Tako that passagein Hamlet, whare the Prince
.of Denmark speaks as follows: “ Why may not
¢“that bo the skull of a lawyer? where bo his
« quiddets (subtilties) now, hisquillets q“;ivolous
gistinctions), ltis tenures and his tricks? why
< docs ho saffer this ~ada knave (4. ¢. the grave-
#digger) now to knock him about the sconcs
& with-a--dirty shovel, and will not tell him of
¢t hig action of ? Huomphi This fellow
“miglit bo in's timon great buyer of 1and, with his
s gtatntes, his recognizances, his fincs, his doublo

¢ youghers, his recoyesits, JIs fhis, the fino of his

“fines, and tho recovery of his recoverics, to have
“hig fino pato filled with fino dirt? Will his
“ vouehers vouch him ro moro of his purchases,
“and double ones too, than tho length and
“breadth of & pair of indentures? ~Tho very
“conveyanco of hig land will hardly lio fn this
“box; and must the jnventor'himself bave no
“more? ka7
Surely ono who was so familliar with tho
technical terms of real estate law, with tho
processes by which lan's were conveyed and
cstates in fee-tail barred, must have had gome-
thing to do practically with such things. Al-*
though “nataro hath formed strange follows in
her timo,” yet sbo nover, wo think, formed such
a strango fellow as a butcher who, after tho
labours of the day, would solely and purely, for his
own amusement, sit down and study tho’law of
real property, which in thoso days was evonmoro
involved and obscured by tho quiddets and tho
quillets of tho feudal law, than it is now: ho
would, wa are sure, find it more indigestible and
morounpalatablothan tho good peoploof Stratford
‘his beef-stoaks and mutton-chops. Tho study of
somo branches of tho law, such a3 the criminal
law and tho law of evidence, is attractive, and a
person fond of reading, although not in any way
connected with tho profession, might acquire a
slight knowledgo of them; but who, for the
gratification of bis own fancy would read about
and learn about formedon in descender, remain-
der or reverter, or about writs of aeil, besaiel
resaiel? Not even one—
““of 5
That he'll not sh%g‘l:i‘sngtcatiarg%'y of amile,
Tho’ Nestor 3waro tho jest bo laughablo.”
Shakspeare js so imbued with the technicalities
of tho law of Realty, that he occasionally makes
his femalo characters speak like an old convey-
ancer; for example: Mistress Ford, in ¢The
Merry Wives of Windsor,” thus speaks of her
naughty admirer, Palstaff, #If tho devil have him
notin fee-simple, with fino and recovery, ho will
never, I think, in tho way of waste, attempt us
again.” Andin “ AsyouLike It he puts iato
thie mouth of tho fair Rosalind the phrase, ¢ Be
it known to all men by these preseuts,” which
is tho ordinary form, even in tho prescnt day, of
commencing & deed poll.
.In King Heary IV. occurs the passage,
¢+ Aud our indentnres tripartito ave drawn,
Which being sealed interchengeably, &c.

Here tho use of tho word interchangeably shows
that Shakespeare understood tho nataro-of & deed
tripartite, 7. €. an instrument where each party
is both grantee and grantoz,

Although cur Bard wa3 sp much more familiar
with real property law, s to lead one to suppose
that ho was engaged chiefly in the conveyancing
part of his master’s business, still homakes many
referencty to tho other branches of the pro-
fession. In the fourth act of the Comedy of
Errors;” he gives a vivid description of tho bailiff
ofthat day. And-in one of his sonnots ho des-
cribes & trial by jury of a caso brought by tho
Heart agaiost tho Bye to decide which ‘bad a
right tow cortain besutiful younglady.

Notwithstandiag he is so well versed in the
meaniagard use oflegal terminology, Suakesparo
often makes great mistakes inregard to the funda-
mental principles of Jurisprudence. -Of these
blundersspaco will allow ug {o meation but oao,
In #The Merchant of Veaice,” Antonio, the MNer-
chant, gives a bond, to tho Jew, Shylock, with o
condition that if he does not repay the moncy
ient by the Jew, %on such a day, ‘in such a
place,” then the !lorfcit or penalty ista boa pornd
of fiesh to bo cut and takenfrom whakverpart of
the body of tha Merchant the Jew t{liglgt degiro.
Themoney is notpaid and judgment isgiven that



