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useful to students of history, and-on that -aceonmt
1 would recommend the jmih-iuusnml diseriminu-
ing perusal of the pages of & Newton, Joues,and u
Milner. Church Jlistory thus studied, becomes
& haMmaid_to practical religion and a®elp 1o ex-
-perituental godliness,

In wonclusion, let nie say, that & very large por-
tion of most valunble Church Mistory may be
gathered from the practienl study of your own
characiers, and from judicions obyervations on the
characters of others,  Church  History is not
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merely a record of facts; it ought 1o be made & -

repository of principles.  In the chambers of ana-
gery within us we may trace the lineaments of
human depravity us pourtrayed in the Seriptures,
In the generul bearing of human eonduct as exli-
bited by men around us we may find many vala-
ble illustrations of christian doctrine. let u<
bowever watch against censorionaness and self-
conceit. Let it be our first desire to benefit our-
selves by honest investigation into the mysteries
€ our-own character; and let va seck to hencfit
others by the results of onr study whether antid

the dust and the cobwebs of-a veperable antiquy, -

or amid the fresher developements of living hns
wanity.
—————r———————
GODERICH, ASHFIELD, KINCARDINE,
1X THE HUROX DISCRICT.

Our readers will fecl an interest in the follow-
ing notices of these irggortant, and hitherto neg-
fected new Settlements, We discover, in themn,
an addition to our Missionary field, and another
call 10 go in and voseess the land, The day, we
trust, is not very remnte when our church will
have not mission stations only,but setiled congre-
gations, with the “ Presbytery of Huron"” to watch
over the interests of our people in these western
regions,

Exrrip, April 16, 1850.
My Drar Six,—

Being persuaded that your readers feel much
interested in the proeperity and enlargement of
our Zion, Isend you a short account of my late
Mission to the northem counties of Huron and
Bruce : I left home forahese distric: 3 on Tuesday,
Jao. the 27:h. 1 travebled through the townships
of Williams, McGillivimy, &e., and reached
Tuckersmith on Wednesday evening, after riding
nbout 70 miles. ‘The appearance of the couutry,
throughout these northern Towaships, indicntes,
véry clearly, both its fertility and salubrity,
aod presents a fair prospect of its being, in the
course of time, a wealthy and comtortable place
of residence ; it in alcendy in the coune of mpid
improvement,  On Thursday the 20th, I preached
at the Lendon Road station, in buth Enulish and
Gacelic, and administered the ordinance of baptism
wiwo infants.  We met for service in the Suces.
sion Church, the use of which was very kindty
and freely given us on the oceasion,—I had the
pleasure, also, of meeting here, the respected Pas-
tor ot that Church. T preached here again, on my
return from Kincardine, and baptized five children.
Theé attendauce on both occasions was rather full
and very interestiiig,  This statioh, which here-
tofore ed & part of the pasioral charge of Mr.
Graham of Tuckersmith, promisesto become very
thriving and peculiacly interesting ; there is, al-
ready, a number of excellenit and lively persons
At 10 it—imong these aie {oir or five or-
dainéd elders, three of whom have but recently
come into the seitlement. 1 had the privilege of
xceiating with eoing of these men, daring my
whott stay in the pluce, aod have much pleasure
in stating that,by all apipearance, they are——what
all office-bearers in the House of God should bee—

of prayer and practical godlinéss. The place

worship here in conwection with the Free
Chutch, is in coursé of efection, and expected to
be cispléted sonietime during the coming sum-
mer. The people here, would require a pastar
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who could efliciate both in Enghsh and Gwhe,

“I'hey meet, o the meantune, on Sabbath and

once a fortnght on week days, for prayer and
the reading of the word of God.  Conadormg ail
the cucumstances of iy locality, 1 hesitate not
1o reeomueml it as a place of 1eadenee to such
s despe to settle where the land ig rich snd fw- %
ful, the climate henlthy, and the stute of -
ciety exceedmgly -pronsing.,
Ui Fraday, the 30ih, 1 reached Godereh, and |
hehd a meeung for prayer, with about twenty per-
sonsg, in & prvare honse  Here al-o 1 bapteed |
two cluldien. Gadeneh, which s the cliet tann :

of the county of Huron, 1x very pleasantly siuated

on the thore of Lake Huron., 1t suunds on tabie
land conzrdesably elevared. Tt i« buit partly of
wootl aud partly of bk, U8 marhet sguare wud
spuc.ons stieets ealubit to much advaatage the
wste ol thete who flust dreamed of ns bemyg o
wwi.  Tue appearnnce of the mniense Haron,
wto whose waters the setiug vun apparently yn-
menges in the west—boond on the east by s
bold und crooked shure of 50 many woud-covered
momontories — the wasding Rwver  Maninnd,
whieh decides the it of the town on the nosth,

procecanyg to mingle widh the clear Gedh wawer |

ocean before it, and o rapid ju itacourse as to scoin
ta be detamed by the fntense frosts of the nonh,
add mueh bemy and atnaction to the snuauon of
the tswn, aud would persunde any one who loves
to survey the works of God, to wait awhile, uad
1ill e wind with the varous featugs of the mier-
esting seenery.  Considering the extent and fer-
tility of the surrounding country, and the many
advantages which Goderich commnuds as n place
of business, it might have been expected 1o foush
and proeper more rapudly than ithas hithesto done,
But the slow progressof thiz place in the cour<e of
itaprovemnent, is probably owing o certain cruses
—causes which have been eflicient enongh 10

damp the awakemuy eneigies of ite hopefil rei-

dentz, but like mnny othey eauses which insid-

-ously, but successfnily, wark the ruin of conmmun-

ities, they have not teen palpable to the view of
the sufferer, and if palpuble, appeared to him as
almont irremediable.  The churches here weem 1o
be in a very fluctuating state. ‘The Secession
church, whose pastor, a3 I wag informed, is a vory
devoted excellent man, zeems to bear the fnele-
meacy of the cold climate, better than xny other
who baw as yet attempted to unfold the Banuer of
Chriet in these northern regions. 1t will appenr
<cry strange to Scotchmen to hear, that while
there are hundreds of their countrymen about
Goderich, the Free Church, the Scottsh Chnrcly
of the Reformation, hay, 23 yet no tangible exis-
tence-there.  Prohably this is chiefly owing to the
neglect of the Free Churcli itself. I am fully per-
suaded, after making due inquiries into the sate
of mntters, that if proper means were in operation,
a promising nuclens of a large congregution,
ight here be formed with mach facility,

On Saturday the 31st T preached in Ashficld,
about fifieen miles north of Goderich, T preached
here also on Sabhaths, the Ist and &b February—
and, admiunisiered the ordivance of baptism in
cight cages. [ also attended praver mectingson
the Sabbath eveningz,  The avtendance on alt
vccagions was very geatifying, and the gervices, T
hope, were refreshing to us ail.  There are about
forty families in this place, all sineerely attuched
to the Free Church.  They are all Gelic-speaking
prople, with the exception of one family. Some
of them emigrnted from 1he parish of Red Catle,
and others from Loch Alsh. &e. Many of themn
have brought the savour of the name of Jesus
withthiem, A person travelling a long distanee,
as T did to sec them, would unquestionable,
meet with bardship and difficuliy by the way, but
it is much easier in my estimation, tv o to sce
them than to part with them. ‘They are in the
hahit of meeting every Lord's day, and on weck
days, for devational exercises, Tt was truly re-
freshing to hear, some of the godly men tere,
whu are mighty in prayer, at_onr evening meei.
10ge, during my short stay among them. [ think

s uew  settlements,
i\\'«-.lm--(luy. Thursday and Fuduy—1 baptized
Ctwu chiidren and four adolz, and solemmized &
| marnage.
§ generally good, considenng the encumstances of
f the peopde. ‘The new scettlers, who are mitmerous
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that there 13- ay mueh of the power of godliness,
il of the knowledge of Christ among the peop'e
ot Asldicld as shail witunately conrume ail the
modeiean mothe Nowh,  Ashtivld, bong sivas
ted an the Lake Shore, will, i the course of uine
be o piwee of much ampornmee.

On Muusday the 2ad Februnty—=I left Ahfield
fur Kaeatdine, where acvonding 1o appomtnsent
I wan 1o preach on the fubowmg day It beang
not mneh more than-# year sinee the first settiom
pruct=ited mto the hearr of thus gieat fore -, thete
ix seareely any road, wim the exception of the
Lake Shore. 1 came to huscawdwe, sbout 8
o'clock, P M. 1 preached several umes, an the
i Klucardine on ‘Puesday,

The atntendanee at our acrvices wus

seem to be a fine clsg of peope. There are

i sinty-five funul es among them that prefe-= 1o be

attnchied to the Free Chrch, tud eght famiites

‘bc-!ongmg to the Fstablished Chureh, sad o lew

Padhenmg to other denomiontions,  Abomt forty
Guanliew of those whe ave of the Free Clinrein here
wre from the Highlauds of Scotland, and speak
< Gutic—a nomber of these are m the habn of
i meetng on Sabbath and on week days, for devo-
! tiotl exercizes.  Kincardine, or, Nahbahnaktan-
{ ak (the Indian name of the place) s very ade
| vantageously situated on the Lake Shore—in the
, midst of an \mmense tract of bush landg, which in
+a few years, will probuably, be oecupied with thei-
ving rettlers.  The situation of the country so far
as [ travelled is very mviung, all the country
Lordening on the Dake here, seems to be“well
s watered and healthy,  The fishery and other ad.
vamagzes which it conunands on nccount of ite
hordering on the Lake, are of much importance,
Consilering all its circumstances 1 hiave no doubt,
. but that in the course of a short tme, it will be
one of the most thuving districts in the west, [
1 think that much praise, is due to Mr, Cameron
there (whose family shewed e much kindness,
he humself, being from hotne at the-time), for tus
exertions in promuting the interests of th» setle-
ment,

There is-a most iuteresting ficld for a mission-
ary Inbourer. 1 do not know of any puition of
| the missionary field, st present under the overaght
of the Home Mistion Committre, that should be
miore carefully attended to than these@Palitics in
the north.  If an able missionary were labouring
hete fur six months—haviag Goderich for his head-
quarters, and Ashfield and Kincardine tor preach-
ing stations, L am of opinion, that it would be of
lasting benefit to the cause of Christ, in these pla-
ces, May the Lord seud forth lnbourers into his
own harvest,

T am, yours truly,
Wx. R, Surnenvase,
vt tm——

SABBATH DEFENGE ASSOCIATIONS.

Tozronto, Muay 10, 1850,

Dear Mr. Emrror~

Allow me in my capacity as Convener of
the Synod’s Committee on Sabhath Observance,
to request insertion of the following circular ad-
dreseed to ministers of all denominations in the
I'rovinee. T hope that the good example set ue
by our friends in Kingston will saon be fillowed
here and elsewhere!  Que anpenl is 1o the frends
of the Sabbath of all denonunations, aml we cur-
weatly implore an union of such every whaee, fur
an ohject of such magnitude and valae,

1 have also to request of you the inseriton of an
article from the “ Presbytering Witness™ of Hah-
fax on the sane subject.  When in Chzrlotictown
in October last, T had the opportunity of attending
& mneeting of ministers of all denominucious in re-
gard 10 the arrival of the muil ; 18 well as of wit~
negsing some movements of the rame kind in
Halifax, T cejoice at the succeseful comnmence-




