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i« THERE I8 NO ENCELLENCE “HAPPY I8 THE NATION
WITHOUT LAROR” ! WHOSE GOD IS THE LORD.”

H. B.SHERMAN, Bditor. '
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CHAPTER IV

As pur’ young hiends 1eturned
home, alfertheating the Calvinish
Baptist, he met with,a Universal-
ist preacher in conversation” with
a Jawyer of his acquaintaiee,

skeptic 3 when the following con«
versation.fook.place .

Lawyer, Mr. 8, »what is the
matter that.yoware . foHowing tlie
preachicrsupit Are-you.abou sbos
ing deluded_ by thét noidevibid
pretenses of feligioh & * Fs - o

Sineerity.* T A greatly' ‘dis-
tressed in regard to my salvation,
1 hadsupposed'thiat religion ‘wis
a very plaif matter: aid'that que
~could become a ‘Christan ab ‘any|
- time bt the more T think about

it the gréater my perplexity,

L. Yes, sirjand the more you
try to understand it tha more you
will be perplexed.  Tnmy, young-
er days?L wiis i the same _condi-

,tion with Youscl.! T'listéhed 4
the préachérs several years, but
found that T could not understand
them, that thoy disagree amonyg

« themselves ; and, having turned
‘my attention to the law, 1 have
found something tangible, and

that can be actedmpon, and' have;

{ - therefore,.concluded to leave ‘my
4+ salvation to God. T will try and

look out forsmysélf in this world,
and leave-God to take care of mé
in the next, if-theve be any:

S, Iam inclinéd fo think—
indeed, T am compelled to admit
—that so. far as ‘my experience
goes, what you say about the
preachers appears to be the cise.
But then they are goodmen cér-
tainly. : :

L. 1admit, frecly, that they
are good men ilere ig our neigh-
bor 11, the presiding Elder, is a
wood and a self-sacrilicing . man.
I spends his whele time in
preaching, and visiting the mem-
bers of his church, and, [ think,
only receives.some three hundred
dollars a year <for his services,
while T ma{(c‘n thousand u year
with far less labor.  Yet I lave
listened to ‘hith Urying to poini
out the way of salvation, and 1
could sce no plan or system that
any wman of sense could act upon,
or, in other words, T could see
nothing tangible that.d could take
hold of.  Notonly so, but I have
seen numbers of sincere persons
came to him in the chureh, and
jnquire of him what 10 do, and
have leard him tell them to pray
and be prayed for, and have seen
him pray for them and, they
wonld still go away wmonrning
and lamenting that they were not
pardoned. .

S, 1 have seen the same, and
have had several private conversa-
tions withh Mr. H., in which he
failed o gave me any satisfaction
in regard to the way of salvation ;
and, as you say, it does appear to
me that he had'no blan. L think

‘[light as M. 1L, I'should he even

hottest, and a sineere man, he
does not understand the cospel.

" s
No, My 5, vou do not

z.

and the preachers ave all in the
saino predicament.  None of themn |
understand ; and the reason is,’
Lveligion is all o delusion; it Lay
noauderstanding to it.

<80 H T thought all the preach-
ere were as ineapable of giving

niole miserable then 1 am. But
At is mortifying and  discowmrnging.
‘to.me to hear you aseribe the
blame to veliyion dtselfe My im-
‘pression is, that the funlt is in the
itcompeteney of some men to set
forth: Christianity; and not in the
.obseurity in religion itself.

. L There is whers you are
migtakei § the fault is not in' the
“men, but inreligion.  If you des-
ire to obtain relief from your des.
pondency,. yon had better drive
thi§” gloomy subject from your
mind?  Tumi your attention to,
Qi biiginess, and try to take care
-obiysursely, forif you do not take
chre-of yoursely, nobody will do
it for you. Come over the way
and let us get something to take,
and not allow ourselves to fall
into gloomy despondency:,

Universalist,  Mr, L., T think
you have passed bug a poor com-
plimen. apoa religion and min-
“isters,  1f you will allow me to
explain to you the blessed gospel
of God's universal paternity 1
can show how youcan fiind com-
fort to your mind and how our
mutual friend, Sincerity, may fiiud
relief from pll his troubles. -1 see
what it is, M. 1., that has driven
you, and will drive you, Mn
S., into unbelief, if you are not
relieved. 1tdg the Pagan notion
of “everlasting punishment”—
“cternal damnation,” If youonce
understood the blessed doctrine
of a world's salvation, your mind
would be at-rest.

S Your idea s then, if I un-
derstaud you that the Solitee of
my distress is in a micapprehension
of mind, aud not in any realdan-
ger. .

U. 1 think, sir, that you are
‘actually in a dangerous condition,
but the danger is not what you
fear. The only thing that will
afford your relief is the blessed
coctaine of a world's salration.

S, You consider then that I,
am reall safe if I only knew it
and all that is necessary is to
show masaud our friend here, Mr.
L, that we me in ne danger, to
make us Tnppy.

U, Yes,sir;that is, there it
no danger of any ‘eternal dam-
nation .” or “everlasting punigh-
ment,” as the orthodox teach.

L. Did you =ay, sir, that the
orthedox of “eternal damnation”
and * everlasting punistunent” is
a “Pagan notion "

% Yeg, siv, 1 did, and can
prove it.

L. Well, then,sir,Jesus tanght
« Paganotions,” for he used this

apprebend the diftiealty.  He is,i
48 You sy, @ good, an hovest undiuﬁr, and thiy  you call
sincere man, but he s deluded,: notione” 1s this the respect yon

an danger of “eternal damnation,”{no  ditections  from the Bibly,

and othey« whem declared: shonld
20 into “everlastivg panislhment.”
This is the teachingot Youn  Max.
Pagau

show to the tenchings of Jesus ¢

U. These presages §§Iu not
wean that—the fict jg—in

L. The faetis, youdojioy be-
Jieve yonz Bible any more then 1
do, nov du yew any more henor
desus.  He says, * He whobeliov-
eth not the Son, shallinat sec £
Do you believe this?: -

U, That passage means— { -]
T can prove that all shinll see life,
and——— -

1. And, as 2 matiter of comse,
that your Master did not tell
the truth when Hesaid, “Ie that
believeth not the Sor{shall not see
life.” How isthis?

U. T can prove—L can show
—the Bible says———i.

L. The Bible says, that you
“strengthen the hands of e wick=+
od that he should not--retwrn from!
his wicked 1way, by promising hinm
life” Still you \\'ilﬁdishouor the
Bible in promising® the wicked
life, and strengthen thie hands of
wicked that he should not retuin
from his wicked way, will you?

U. That means—I hold—I—
[—if T talk any moreit shall be
with a man who has some sense,
and not with you, sir.  Good-by

L. You may have some sense,
but thera is no sense in your
doctrine.  Friend  Sincerity, let
me say to you' before we separate,
that this kind of trcatment from
preachers has convinced me that
religionis.all a delusion. None
of their doctrine is tine. As T
said* before, I shall try and take
care of myself in this world, and
trust to God to take care of me
hereafter.  Tmyst go. Good-by.

Sincerity walkéd along home-
ward, ruminating jn his mind ‘as
follows: “My trouble increases
upon me every day. Inthe place
of finding any retief, new difti-
culties 1ise before me. These
unfortunate men with whom 1
have been conversing have not
one ray of light. 1f there is noth-
ing better than they can present,
the world 13 lost. I3 it possible
that people in general have no
better understandintg in regard to
these matters thau those with
whom I have converseid? T am
perfectly confounded Can it be
that Mr. L. is right, and that
religion is all 2 delusion 21 hope
he is not, for then all must be
darkness and gloom. Inthisease,
we must live in uncertainty, and
die in doubt,  The thoughtof giv-
ing up all hope of finding any
betterinstruction is insupportable.
I catnot endure it. 1 will go
home and read my Bible through,
at all events.  Lam wretched now,
and certainly should be miserable
to die in this condition. 1 have
now found four classes of men,
and neither of them have atlorded
me tho least satisfaetiou,

I, Mr. H. inxists upon the
necessity  of secking the Lond.

pointing me ¢ e way to the Lod

2. The Calvinist Baptist. ine
siets that I ean do nothing, and
that W Famef the noneeloey, |
nevercan come {5 the Lowd, no
mattrhow L seek.  This [ donoy
beliove, for the Lowd would ot
require me to seck him, knowing
that’l could do nothing,

3. My neighbor, the lawyer,
has become  disgusted with the
whole matter, and has resolved to
engross his mind with the atfairs
of the would, and leave the 1esult
with God, believing that religion
is all a delusion.

4. As to this Universalist
preacher, he is trying to catwsfy
his own mind, and the ainds of
others, witht the notion that man
is safe without any conversion, for
there iz no danger of being lost,
as there is no hell or lake of fire,
But this most ddiculons, abswd,
and blasphemous  doctrine  gives
the lie to the whole Bible, for its
whole spirit is, “ except ye repent,
yo shall perish.”

In my opinion, the latter.
three doctrines, if they are.doe-
trines, me useless, as neither pro-
I 8es tomake the world any biet-
ter, or dg anything for the world.
L could seo propriety in the posi-
tion of Mr. IL,, if he could show
what the Seriptnres require we to
do. ButI must read my Bible

ghmugh,:md see if [ ean find noth-
ing better. :
(70 be continued) 1
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IMMERSION OF THE THRER
. THOUSAND. '
“ Then they that gladly xvcui\‘o(l’
His word were immersed, and the
same day there were added wnto
them three thousand souls”~Luke,
# Great-stress s lud on the baptism
of the threo thousand, as offeting an
insuperable objection to thoe idea of
inmersion,  Can they  prove that}
inmnersion  could not powibly be
practised in this caxe.”  Prof, Stuart”
says ¢ Q4 is true, wo o not knows
that baptism was performed by the
Apostles only, nor that all of lhui
three thousand were haptised bofore y
the going down of the sun.  The
work may have extended intc the
evening, and so many being engaged
init, and more time being given,
there was a possibility that the work
conld be performed, although im-
metsion was practised.”  “Tho Serip-
tures warrant us in saying that tho
Apostles and the one hundred and
twenty disciples mentioned in the
preceding chapter, were all present,
and a« many others in Jorsalem and
in that region as could conveniontly
be at the feast of Pentecost.”  But
there are facts on recond in hidory
which remove every diflicalty in the
way of fwmtersion of the entite thrvo
thousand,  On the great Sabbath of
the iaster festival, the 16th day of
April, LD, 104, Chrysostom, with
the assistance of the ministers of his
own churely, buptised by fmnersion
three thousand persons. Yoy, one
man, wsisted ondy hy his presintors,
in one day, aud in one plice, inmers
od three thousand pepeons nud thaty

identical language. He spoke of

In this, he has satisfied me,that

too, notwithstanding the chri tians
wero twice attacked by furious ¢l

vor . L, MEAFORD, ONTARIO, APRIL, 1oz, 0. 6.
VA e e v e v e _ha uraen ve e -~ T o aud e & AR A L T - T—— T T
CHRISTTAN EXPERIENOE. jthat, though he is u goodi)persons whum be decimed to holhe ix aight; but he husshownme | diers, the enemics of Chrysostom,

So, in 496, Remiguis, Bishop of
Rieimg, baptized in the same day,
by innmersion, Clovig, King of France,
and three thewsamd of his subjecte,
1 will only raumk, in velation to the
historical faets, that the baptisms ro.
ferred to were ndministered on Euse
tor day, to commemonté the resurs
wetion of Christ, and it was common
to resarve all the baptisms of tho
yea for that duy,  Hence the nume
ber of emdidetes who came  forward
ay e ramo  time——¢ Learned testi-
mony on Baptism aud the Lords
Supper,” pago 55

QUESTIONS .BY A: CHRISTA.

DELPIIAN.

ARSWERS BY IL M,

1. Whoover saw in the Bible a-
*Thus saith the Lord,” the soul is
immortal ?

tas, Tho same man who found
in the Dible a “Thus mith the
Lord.” that the soul is mortal.

2, Is there any mighty man in the
Seriptures ‘'who “calfoint to ono
single passage, cither in tho .0l or
the New Testament, which affirnis.
immortality of man as o natural at’

ptribute of his constitution ?

Ane. No, nor is there o man,
mighty or weak in the Scriptures
who can point fo i siigle passage
cither in the Old Testament or' New
which afflrms’the mortulity: of man
as a natural attribite of ‘-his
constitution; This great question
enn not bodecidad by sich questions,

3. How can thut'bd daid-fo bo
death at all which does.not termin
uto the being and conscioudness of

! the subject !

Jdns, That s said to be -death
which does-not terminate the " beiny
and cousciousness of the subjectc
Proof,—¢This my son was-dead.” =
Yet He was lving in o far country.
May not this be *rac of all deaths?
Let the “how” take caso of itself

Jjust now,

4, And how can immortality be
an attribute of the soul, in view of
the fact that theapplication of the
vord immortality m the Bible is
restricted to @ Ist; God (1 Thin, i, 17 5
vi. 16), 2nd, the spiritual body of
the resurrection (1 Cor, xv. 54), 3,
something to be sought for (Ron. i,
7) snd ith, something ‘brought to
light Ly the gospel (2 Tim. i. 10.)

Anz. The perpetuity of the spirit’s
consciowsness does not depend up-
on the application of the word im-
mortality in the Bible. The word
inmortality (dthanasia, the ouly
word properly translated immortal-
ity), is limited in its application to
humau bodies in the glorified state,
vet God and the angels possess im-
wortality (Athanasia) nevertheless,
although the word is not applicd
to them in the sacred Scriptures,
Why may not the same thing be
true also of the hunan spiritt The’
querist is misled by our imperfect
tran. Iation, yet e¢ven granting its
cortivtuess, the wond iunnortality is
ot upplied in the Bible to angels,
yet their immortality is undoubted,
Why may not this bo true, I again
nsk, of thehuman spirit 1

3. Siuco the Biblo definesa living
wan (in Gen, i 7) to be a living
soul, nud & dewd man (in Num, vi,

Contined on 4th page,



