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vated all my incumbency, but I trust
there may be opportunity for this in the
tuture. LAURENCE SINCLAIR,

Provincial Synod— 1898,

The Synod of the Province of Canada,
which includes tne dioceses in the eastern
part of Canada,s12.: T'oronto, Huron, On-
tario, Quebec, Montreal, Niagara, Nova
scotia, Fredericton, Ottawa, and Algoma,
met in Montreal onWednesday, September
14th. Prior to the opening service the
bishops, clergy, and lay delegates assem-
bl:d in the Synod Hall, tormed in order
of procession, and proceeded down Uni-
versily street to Christ Church Cathedral.
‘The choir met the procession at the main
entrance of the Cathedral. Before the
proce:zsional hymn was finished all were
i their places. The Bishop of Algoma
sang the Litany, the choir leading the
congregation in the responses. Ananthem
followed, and then began the Communion
service, The Archbishop of Ontario
(Dr. Lewis) was the celebrant, the Bishop
of Toromo read the epistle, and the
Bishop of Montreal the Gospel.  The ser-
vice was fully choral, the musical setting
being a composition of Dr. Bridge, organ-
15t of Westminster Abbey. At this service
1t was sung for the first time in Canada.
The preacher was the Very Rev. the Dean
of Ontanio, who took for his text Psalms
xi. 3: “ If the foundations be destroyed
what can the righteous do ?” After the
sermon the remainder of the Order of
Holy Communion was proceeded with.
All the bishops 1ouk part in the adminis-
tration of the e'ements, the Archbishop
pronouncing the Benediction.

The business sessions were opened at
half-past two o'clock in the Cunvocation
Hall of the Diocesan Theological Col-
lege.

I'he Archbishop, accompanied by all
the Bishops of the Pruvince, having en-
tered the room and taken the chair, an-
nounced to the Synod that he had really
nothing to say to it, except to ask the
Llessing of God upon its deliberations, as
the memoranda which he had prepared
1n connection with the Lambeth Confer-
ence had,in some unaccountable manner,
been lost. His house, as the Synod
might have heard, had been robbed in
his absence, although he did not fora
moment suspect that the memoranda in
question would tempt any person to
break the commandment as tostealing;
and he was consequently unable to ad-
dress them upon a subject w=hich he
thought might be of interest to them,
the more especially as the holding of the
Lambeth Conference at all had been his
own idea. However, if it were allowable,
he could reproduce the memoranda,
which might probably be inserted in the
journal of the Synod.

The Archbishop asked the Lower
House to proceed to the election of a
prolocutor, and then, with the other
bishops, retired to the Upper House.

The Very Rev. the Dean of Muntreal
was unanimously re-elected prolocutor.

This is the third time Dean Carnuchael
has received this honour at the hands of
the clerical and lay delegates to the Pro-
vincial Synod.

The Prolocutor named Ven.
deacon Kaulbach as his deputy.

The election of other officers of the
Synod resulted as follows :

Clerical Secretary-—--Ven. Archdeacon
Evans.

Lay Secretary—Mr. J. J. Mason,

‘Treasurer—Msr. Charles Garth.

Auditors—Messts. H. J. Mudge and
Walter Drake.

Assessors—Dr. L. H. Davidson, (.C,,
and Mr. Justice Hannington.

After the presentation of memorials
and reports, and other routine, the first
live question came to the front. We
compile from Montreal papers :

Arch-

RBLIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN PFRIMARY
SCHOOLS,

This was introduced by the Rev. H.
Symonds, who proposed the following
resolution :

That, whereas the General Synod at its second
session, held in Winnipeg in the year 1896,
adnpted the report of the Committee on the Ldu
cational Work of the Church; and whereas the
said report set forth (@) ** That it is essential for
the community and the children that there should
be seligious insteuction in the primary schools ;
(#) That a half hour each school day, and, 1f pos-
sible, the first half hour, should be given to such
relquious instruction; () That reasonable arrange-
ments should be made for such religious instruc
tion being given by the clergy or their deputies
to the children of their own communion, or by
the teacher in the case of communions agreeable
to s ; (@) That where the above cannot be car
ried out, we shall rejoice at the intreduction into
the school coutse of studies of such religious 1r-
struction asshall include the teaching of (1) selec-
tions from the Uld and New Testaments, and (2)
the Apostles’ Creed, the L.otd's Prayer, and the
Ten Commandments.” (Sce Journal cf General
Synod, page 141.)

Be it resolved, That the Synod of the Ecclesi.
astical Province of Canada, at this session, ap-
pont a committee v co-operate with the cum-
mittees of the various Jioceses of the province,
where such committees exist, and take active
steps that shall tend to the carrying out of the
views and recommendations of the grand synod.

The mover said that the man object of
the mction was to endeavour to get a com-
mittee appointed of the Provincial Synod
with a view to securing from the synod
some scheme of religious instruction
which might be suitable to the whote
Province of Canada, and which could
then be discussed by the different dio-
ceses. The question, he remarked, was
one of great iumporiance, and, perhaps,
some might imagine that desirable as it
was that there should berehgious instruc-
tion in our public schools, the subject
was one that was scarcely practical ; that
there was a feeling in the country against
it, and that time was being wasted by
bringing the matter before the synod.
But he believed that this was a mistake;
and if they could agree on the minimum
of religious instruction to be given in
schools, and could secure the agreement
of Presbyterians and Methodists, it would
be found that public opinion was really
prepared to receive the idea, and the
Government would carry it out. He re-

marked that the question was being much
discussed in educational journals, and in
proof of this he quoted from articles writ-
ten in The Canadian Educational Monthly,
and said there had not been a single arti-
cle that had not been n favour of rehgi-
ous mnstruction. It seemed to lam they
had suftlicient evidence to assure them
that if they could agree upon some sumple,
but extremely useful scheme of Bibhical
instruction to be given in the schools, if
they could once stand together and agree
as to what would be the nunimum which
would be expected by the public, and
seck to lay the foundation of a thorough
and complete system, they would confer
a benefit on the people of the whole
country.

Rev. Dr. langtry, in seconding the
motion, took even higher ground than the
previous speaker. They should not so
much stand up sor the minimum of in-
struclion, but for the candid, thorough
training of the young in relation to their
moral and spintual nature. The com-
plete move comprehended the moral and
the spiritual  If they did not move their
feet and use therr eyes and other bodily
powers and organs, they would soon find
that they would not be able to use them
when they wanted to. In like manner, if
they did not produce mn the young a
moral and spintual development, the
youth of the country would be growing
up without the best part of their nature
being brought into play. The Church
had no choice ia the matter. A plain
duty was imposed upon her. They be
heved n the Choustian traimng of the
people. They must insist upon the de
velopment of the moral and spiritual na-
ture, just as the several Provincial Govern
ments had insisted upon the physical and
mtellectual development of the youth
committed to their care. The object of
education was the building up of charac-
ter. This would be impossible unless
the whole man was affected —morally and
spirtually as well as physically and ntel
lectually.

Ven. Archdeacon Allen held that the rea-
son why the Church had been unable to ac-
comphish anything was that she did noy
speak with one voice upon this subject. She
bad two voices. This was her weakness.
It might be said that it was also her
glory, for she had breadth and tolerance
written upon her forehead to attest her
divine origin, but the liberty she permit-
ted had been sadly abused. \When, how-
ever, the Roman Catholics wanted any-
thing, they spoke with one voice, through
their bishops, and this was effectual,
When they went to the Government they
could only go as a Protestant sect, not as
an integral branch of the great Catholic
Church. He was quite wlling to co-
operate with thu Methodist and Presby-
terian, and other bodies, in this matter if
anything could be ' ccomplished, but they
would never bring about any change
unless they spoke with one voice.

Rev. Prof. Worrall made a strong and
eloquent speech, urging, first, the useless
ness of mere resolutions, which did not



