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Quebce.  Exccutive Committee—Alloway, Iowlin, Fiske, Lcblane,
Nichols, Venner and Matthieu.

A “discussion” then took place on ¢ Protessional fees”; but, as it

was so exeursive and conversational, we cannot attempt to do anything
llike justice to most of the speakers.
" W. G. Brggs said he considered the subjeet of importance to the pro-
fession, with a view to obtain uniformity if possible. 1le considered good
dentistry very badly paid in Canada; and that ¢ cheap dentists”™ were over-
puid, because people cannot buy five dollars worth for one dollar”™ and not
run the risk of being cheated. It we consider dentistry a meve trade, then
let us agree to work for as little over cost as the shoemaker who makes
our bouts; but if a profus-ion, let ns charge for vur braing, our previous
and continued study, and the saerifices of’ comfort and health itself we
are forced to make for the convenience of vur patients. He did not believe
in extortion, of course, and thonght that the fubulous prices obtained in
some parts of the United States by some operators were out of ail reason;
but we are fairly entitled to better prices than we now reccive.  Ile
would propose a provineial fee Dbill, simsikw to that adopted by the
medical and legal professions.

C. Brewsrrr held the opinion that the best class of work was the
worst paid, beeause it is the work of skill and study, while cheap dentistry
invariably is done by incompetent men. A dentist might prepare and fill
the same cavity with cold in ten minutes, as some do, or in an hour and
e-half as others do, and the patient, in muny cases. mizht know no differ-
ence in the quality of the operation. Ile did not believe that cheap
dentistry would have a much longer lease, as people are being educated
up to a higher appreciation of the profession. e always made his
charges just as he pleased, and was not at all persuaded to depart from
them, by any consideration of what others charged. e approved of a
provincial fee bill. Thoug bt it would cducate the public up to our prices.

H. D. Ross considered that we should not stipulate before hand as to
prices; but that when an operation is finished, the charge should be made
according to the time occupied and the difficulty of the operation.  Low
rates of charges are always associated with inferior talent and inferior
work.

W. R. Parrox was strongly in favor of raising our prices. TFor a
filling done in Canada just as good as in the United Stutes, well-off Cana-
dians will grumble at 82.50 where a “ Yankee” pays 810 and 825, becanse
the latter appreciates his teeth better than Canadians, and would no more
think of having a tooth extracted because it is dccayed, than a finger cut
off because of a whitlow. Thought there should be a provincial {ce bill,
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