
THI CATHOLIC.

aiontradictory doctrines, so it tells us, of course, I is uhcrringtutihority ofi the Chuicih ie discov-

liat iînabers of doctrines, pîrcaclied p)rctcndedly er, ti. In tle positive and Most unequivocal pro-
irom Scripture, must be false, as they stand in nisel of Jesus Christ. 2ind. In the dictates of

Jnitiadiction lo other doctrines drawn froin the coinmon sense.

,,ie Scriptuie. 1st. In the positive dictates of Christ: "<Upon
We beliece that true faitlh is indispcisably nc- this rock I vill build mîy Church,& Ile gateos of bell

eý%ssay for salvation. sIall not prevail against it." Matt. xvi. 18

"Ile hat belie eth tnet, shall bc condendict. If the Church could possibly teacih dainabIe

'urk vi.16. ald, " w ithout faith it is impossible ,errors, then th gates of hell coull iic%.ail againîst

'lease God.» lIeb. xi. 6. Iler, contrary t1 the above promise. "Go ye,
Wc beliese tait Jtesus Christ, rcquiiriing failli as 1hicrefore, anld teach all nations; baiptizing thems iin

crssary for salvation, iust iac pro ided us u% itih te iifine oflle Failier, of the Son, and of lhe loly
.h quîate meauis o obltain raithl, that is, to belicie , Gliost; teachinig then to observ,. all things wliatso-

.hout doubting, alil liose things ubich, he lias ever I have clinnmanided you; and ochold I an

î1ght and] instituted as iecessary for sahation, uith you ail days, Ovel to hie coIu,mnnation of ithe.
b Jesus Christ has not provided] us illi sucb mneans, 1worbiî." Matt. xxviii. 19' 20. Christ aldressiig.
e iust bc a lyrant indecd, as lie u oild requirc of ifis twelve apostles on thl present occasion, evid-

%, hat we could nlot othcrwise possibly performn. cntly speaks tao ail his miinisters, successors ofhe
W'e believe thit Jesui Christ lias establishîed hlie apostles, to lie and oftime, whicli, I think, uneeds

'uly Catholie Clurch for the abovc purpose ; to wit, no proof. Now, sir, uapon that subject I form the

us the supreme tribunal to regulate our failli, or in following argument, vich sound logic wrill find
,thier vords, ta keep the precious deposit of reve- corrct. Christ promises that ho himself will bec
lation unaltered, ta expl2in to us (without any po-N with his apostles, baptizing, preaching, and teach-

.'.bility oferror) hie meaning of every part of boai ing ail nations,until the consummation of time: now
writ necessary for salvation, and likewiso ta pre- Christ cannot tella lie; therefore it is evident that
,erve and transmit to posterity undefiled, all that Christ has fulfiled bis promise, and that during.these
part of Chrktt's divine doctrine which was only 1820 yearpast, Christ has always been with bis
.olivered by word ofmouth, either by Christ or by mninisters, the pastors of the hoal Catholie Church,

his apostiles, according to these words of St. irnal, and thathe will continue ta be witf them ta the end
· thereforo, brethren, standfirm; and hold the of fime; that he wili accompany and guide thea
fraditions which you have learned, wvhctber by word whlen they preach his word, and admiiater.hissacra-
or by ourcpistles."' 2 Thess. ii.14. Wc believe rcnts.
bat the word ofGod, transmitted ta us by tradi- "And I will ask the Father, & he shall give you
ion, is entitled tc the very sam respect as the another paraclete, that he may abide with you for
urittenword. ever, the Spirit of Truth." John xiv. 16, 17. It

We think it absurd ta assert, that Jesus Christ appears that Christ asked his hcavenly Fathertoi
as taught or preached nothing essential, but wlat bless bis ministers, the pastors of his Church, with 1
s writtea in a fcw pages of the gospel. We do the spirit of truth for ever: pray, sir, did Christ
ot fins] in the gospel the instructions wiicl Jesus offer up any prayer in vain! And if bis prayer vas

#'hrist gave bis apostles, during the forty dnys that heard, how could the pastors of the Church evcr'
le appeared ta them ailer his resurrection; and yet preach falso doctrine?

il is boyond all doubt, that Jesus Christ during "But when ha, theSpirit of Truth, shall corne,
lse forty days, the last days ho spent with his ho will teachyou all truth." John xvi. 13.-"the1
upostles, instructed thom particularly in aill th Churchof the living God, the pillar and ground of
nysteries ofhis kingdom, or ofhis Ciurch. Acts the truth." I Tim. iii. 15. If the church itselif,

of Apostles, i. 3. as it comes out of lthe bands a God, is the very
These last instructions wNhich Jesus Christ gave grand and pillar of truth, it will hardly want the

tus apostles, before parting, and when they were reiorminghand ofcorrupted nian to put it right; itl
tbout entering on the arduous duties of the ministry; wilt always teach the truthf, the whole truffh, and
these last instructions, I say, are not lost, athg nothin but the truth; and instead of attempting t

lot recorIcd in the gospel; they form a part of that reforn this the Most precious of ai the w torks and,
porecious deposit eitruste to the Ciurch, and institutions of God, you and 1I ust be reformed byhaveuosoGdo ant an muaI c raorniei lhave, by an unminterrupted succession of pastors, it. To quote ail the texts that prove the holy
been transmitted undcfiled to our present days, and Church of'Jesus Christ ta be infallible, or inivested'
v% ilI be thus transmitted ta the Most remote gener- by Christ with a suprene and unerring authority in
ations, even ta lie consumination of time. 1îatters of failli, would bc endless, I said, that we

We believe, thon, that the holy Catholic Church discover this unerring authority even in the dictates
rs lie supreme judge inmatters of faith, both ta of common sense. Yes, sir; conmmon sense tells
deterMine the truc sense of Scripture, and to settle us, that the works of God arc perfect in their kind.
our belief vith regard ta that part of Christ's duc- Now the Church beingmost emphatically the work'
frine delivered by word of mouth. of God, it most assuredly must be perfect: the

Whenever the Church bas pronouncei, the Church howaver must be very imporfect indecd, if
Ihe controversy is settied, doublts vanish, and we it wants the main perfection, whichas ourguido and t,
are as certain as if Jeaus Christ himself bas spa- directorto Heaven, itmust have; thait of always i
ken. otaching truth, that of always supplying the ivantsi

of our liimited and corrupted reason, that of alwnys
carrying before our eyes the brigltand divine light
ofrevelation.

Show us a cliurch which is nlot inflillible wlich
owns itselfalaible, vanting of course tic iiain per-
fection whiclh ihe Church of Christ nust have, and
youî show us a church of corrupted main,, nlot tIle
Church of Christ. Comunon sense tells us, that
without an inillible tribunal, niniinity in failli is a
thing impossi~ble. WVithîout a centre ot unity, afe
cil standard, an absolute and inlàllble tribunal, a
living oracle to deicrniiii the miit, it is absolute-
ly impossible, that meni, franed as they aie, should
ever corne t oie und tlie eaic way of thiikiig;
whoever renouices (his iiilibic authoriiy 6f the
Cliurch, lins ino longer anly sure menans o secure
him againsît uncertaimtres, nd seittle his doubts;
lie i in a sau and perplexed situation, tossed to
and fro by every wind ofdoctrine.

We are confirmed in the above suggestions of
common sense, by our observations. Unity in
faith ve find lin whîere but in the Cathollc Churcb,
above one hundred millions of Catholics, scatteret.
avez the face of the carth, are perfectly one in ina
ters offaith. We meet from the mostdistantptfs
of the globe, ignorant of one atother's langtuagc.
manners, customs, &c. yet our thouglits and prii-
ciples about religion and its mysteries ore eintely
alike. Prny, sir, is that tmity ta be founi amoap
those who have shalien off the authority of the
Churcb? Since they have presunted' to reform (ne
they call it) the Catholic Church, what do we sec
but one refrumation on another, hundreds and hun-
dreds of different Churches, one rising on the ruine
-f another, ail widely different from one another,
each stiling itselt the Chúrch ofChrist, cachappeal-
ing ta the gospel for the orthodoxy of her dortrine
each callinrg lier ministers, ministers ofChrist, ench
calling the sermons oflier ministers, the word of
God, &c. &c.

Commonsense tells us, that the gospel, the writ-
ten word, could not have been intended as the
supreme judge ta fix our belief in matters of
faith.

1st. Because il may be misunderstood.
The many contradictory doctrines drawn frot)

Scripture, prove that it is often misunderstood, andi
even in matters vhich Christ declares a condition
sinequanon ofsalvation. Witness the following:

"Excepta man be born again of water and the
Hnly Ghost, he cannot enter into the kingdaom of
God." John iii. 5.

"Unless you eat thi flesh ofîthe Son ofman, andl
drink bis blood, you shall not bave;life in you,
Johnjvi. 54.

"Without failli it is impossible ta please God.1
Ieb. xi. 6.

Yau will readily acknowled3ge that thëse several
texts, although diri.eting us ta do certain things as
a sine qua non of salvation, are, interpreted in
contradictory ways, and of course misiunàr-
stood.

Some find-in the gospel, the necessity ofBàptismt
for -salvation -aolers find in i, salvatioW*ithbut
baptism.
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