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action to PTCDS Ohle Sthof

son Littleton Johnson, Perry Chase. 
CM Cooper and J. W. Taylor, was 
presented to the public school board 
setting forth the injustice and disad­
vantages we were laboring under, and 
demanding that all public schools be 
opened to us. The petition was pre­
sented by J. C. Richards, J. C. Wil- 
more R. W. S. Johnson and J. W. 
Montgomery. Mr. R. W. S. Johnson 
briefly, but effectively, laid before the 

* Board our grievances: First, that 
there were 400 children of school age 
among our people, but only 51 in ave­
rage attendance because of improper 
clothing and great distances they 
were compelled to travel through 
heavy rains and deep snow. Mr. John­
son, warming up to his subject, said,
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of us—that because of these equalities, 
ur ecoomie and industrial condition 
is a thing not to be concerned over. 
They are content in their ownie 
rance They fail to see that as tn 
yoarg go by the sphere of our indus- 
trial opportunities becomes more Dut- 
row. They fail to see that Canada Is 
only in the making and that the: 
tude which this country will in the 
future assume toward us depends ve3 
largely upon the attitude which we as­
sume towards ourselves. If weare 
willing to see without a protest oppor- 
tunities which are rightfully ours, 
passed on to others, no one will P 
test for us, no one else will offer any 
serious objection. The problem is our 
problem and we must play the major 
part in solving it.

All the way seemed dark before
Dawn of Tomorrow me,

And I knew not where to go,
Till I heard a sweet voice saying, 

“Put your hand in Mine; I know."
7

With that blessed sweet assurance, 
Doubt or darkness, weal or woe

Seemed as nothing; what could matter?
“Put your hand in mine. I know.”

Only from my Heavenly Father
Could such sweet words ever flow, 
And to each and all they’re spoken; 
“Put your hand in Mine. I know."
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VAnd is this my Heavenly Father?
Is it He that loves me so?

Yes, it is my Father’s voice says 
“Put your hand in mine. I know." 

S. E. G. ALLEN.

r o Stewart, Business Manager, 
219 Augusta Ave, Toronto.

Phone Trinity 0213
E. C. Jenkins, Advertising Manager

Entered in the post office at Lon- 
don. Ont., as second class matter

CARD OF THANKS
- EVE

Publishing Co. Rev. H. F. and Mrs. Logan, of St. 
Catharines had the pleasure of enter­
taining to luncheon Mr. Ben Bolden 
and choir of Niagara Falls, N. Y., on 
April 24th, after their very delightful 
rendition of the cantata, "First Eas­
ter,” and wish to thank all who as- 
sisted and were present.

The Dawn of Tomorrow Reminiscences of
Pres. J. W. MontgomeryLondon, Ont. “Gentlemen, we don’t want to go to 

law, because we are all citizens of 
Chatham, and wish to live amicably to­
gether, but I may as well inform you 
now that we have got the money to go 
to law if necessary. I hope, gentle­
men, you will treat this matter in the 
right way. Place yourselves in the 
same position as these poor children."
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Editorial Dear Mr, Editor.-When 1 say how 
much I regret that one of our people 
should have been charged with and 
found guilty of the terrible crime of 
which William McCathern was found 
guilty at Chatham recently, I know

Contentment
To be content in body, mind and 

soul is one of the greatest blessings 
which we poor mortals can possess. 
It comes as a result of a sound, 
healthy body; a body free from ail­
ments and disease, which in turn is 
the result of clean, wholesome living. 
It comes from having found our place

Colored Youth Wins 
ratorical Contest

I 140I am expressing the view of every one 
of our law abiding citizens in what 
follows here. I am not attempting to

• • 1 During thecondone the prisoner s oftence, but 1 
cannot refrain from writing you, Mr. 
Editor, with the object of awakening 
our people to a knowledge of the con­
ditions in the districts surrounding 
Chatham and to remind our people of 
the wonderful liberty which we enjoy,

amlimitmilmitmiimlThe board adjourned without action.
interval that elapsed Mrs.

Clark Hansboro and Mrs. Charles 
Griffin took their children to the 
nearest school and they were refused 
admission by the principal. A com­
mittee of the school board endorsed 
the action of the principal, saying they 
thought it in the best interests of the 
applicants. The League committee 
was meeting frequently in connection 
with these and other matters, and they 
engaged the late C. J. O’Neil, as solid-

Pacific Coast News Bureau.
Los Angeles, Cal., Apr. 29—Bernard 

Jefferson, one of the small number 
of colored students in the Manual 
Art High School of Los Angeles was 
selected last week as the school’s rep­
resentative in the group finals to be 
held on May 6th in the Fourth Na­
tional Oratorical Contest on the 
constitution. Young Jefferson, who 
placed fourth last year, spent many 
hours in preparation. Commencing 
work on his oration last September, 
he has consistently stayed with it un­
til victory crowned his efforts.

from knowing that 
the world the best

in the world, and 
we are giving to

a know-that is in us to give; from
ledge of the fact that we have de­
veloped to the fullest extent the best 
there is within us. Contentment 
comes as a result of having done well 
our portion of the world’s work. Con­
tentment of soul comes as a result of

and have enjoyed for many years, in 
this fair country of Canada, under the 
British flag. To say that we regret 
the McCathern incident is putting it 
mildly indeed, and we must awaken 
our people, and remind them of the 
liberties they will continue to enjoy 
if they keep and respect the laws of 
this country.

Have 
Suit w

tor, to take the matter up with a view 
of litigation. On the 7th and 15th of 
March, 1893, and the 4th April of the 
same year, he wrote to the Board that 
unless the schools were opened to our 
people at once we would without fur­
ther notice make application to the 
High Court of Ontario for a manda­
mus to enforce their rights. April 5th, 
1893, was a red letter day in Chatham. 
On this day all public schools opened 
their doors to colored children, and 
this day should be sta apart as a day 
of thanksgiving in your churches with 
the names of those who fought and 
won this great victory. Colored peo­
ple in Chatham must never forget the 
name of J. C. Richards. Wie did not 
always agree with him, but no colored 
man during the past fifty years has 
contributed so much of his time and 
energies for the betterment of the con­
dition of his people.

I must mention here the name of 
thaf unselfish scholar, Dr. A. S. Shadd, 

|who, when told he would lose his posi­
tion as teacher, said, “that shall not be 
a barrier to any people’s progress," 
and when others were told that they,

motives, right thinking, unselfishpure
ideals, faithfulnessdevotion to high

and loyalty to some religion and from 
looking upon all men equally as our

• • • • •
Many of our members will recall 

with pride the fairness with which our 
people have always been treated by 
the courts of this province. I refer to 
the organization of the Kent County 
Civil Rights League in the year 1891. 
This is in striking contrast to what 
took place at the time (February 1893) 
of the famous Freeman murder trials 
when it was impossible to get legal 
counsel in Chatham to take this brief. 
Negroes not only held mass meetings 
under the leadership of the late Rev. 
J. C. Richards, but pledged solid sup­
port to see that these.men received 
British justice. These men were duly 
tried, found guilty, and served terms 
of imprisonment in the Kingston peni­
tentiary. This takes me back many

brethren. Such a state is the com­
mon heritage of all.

But there is another kind of con­
tent which is both false and mislead­
ing. There is the kind which comes 
as the result of inertia, as the result 
of a lack of energy to push forward 
and struggle for the best things in 
life. It is expressed in that oft-re­
peated saying, “let well enough alone."

I fear too many colored Canadians 
are affected with such contentment. 
In attempting to make economic and 
industrial conditions better for our 
boys and girls you will find many of 
our colored citizens who will exclaim, 
“What’s the use of establishing col­
ored businesses? We can be served 
in white business places." They are 
content to help build big business en­
terprises for other races in which 
their sons and daughters can never 
expect to find employment. There
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years and I am reminded of an unfor­
tunate set of circumstances which sur­
rounded the Freeman boys, and par­
ticularly in the case of McCathern— 
whom the court said was mentally de­
ficient, and without education. This 
is very sad indeed in view of the long, too, would likely lose their positions, 
hard and successful battle that was said, "We are willing to go, but not 
waged between the colored and white until this question is settled.” I am 
citizens or Chatham over the separate setting forth the facts in order that 

justice may be done to those who bore 
the burden in the heat of the day and

Closing the estate of W. J. Wray. 
Entire stock to be sold. Watch our 
windows.is also the “self-sufficient" and con- 

tented “business man" who can hardly 
be styled “mediocre,” who, when 
asked to co-operate in race building, 
will point you to the GREAT success 
he has achieved single-handed. “Let 
the race do as I did,” is as much co- 
operation as can be gotten from him.

Double c 
tweeds itSale On Now

schools for colored children during the 
years 1892-1893, and perhaps it would 
not be out of place to recall a few that the little children and some 

grown-ups also may know the truth 
and the whole truth.

A little education is sometimes a dates ■ nd facts.
dangerous thing. A little success is 
sometimes detrimental. A little liber- WRAY’SIn the fail of 1831 the Kent County 

Civil Rights League was organized in 
ty is sometimes disastrous. Some of Chatham with about 600 members . A 
us colored Canadians have run away First of August celebration was held 
with the idea that because we are:and a large sum of money raised main- 
accorded full justice in the courts of ly for the purpose of taking legal

GOld Chatham Boy,

J. W. MONTGOMRY, 

(President C. L. A. C. P.)

234 DUNDAS ST., LONDON

Friday, May 6, 1927


