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Hon. Mr. Blair Spoke in Portland and Carleton—Mr. John A. Chesley Tells of Foster’s
that Five Lines of Steamships Will Sail from St. John This Wi

.A rousing Liberal meeting was held in
Ui nttw),No v Ehd M ntovniz v -h n
a bomb shell was thrown into the Con-
servative camp by the a; pearance of Mr.
John A. Ohesley, formerly: Conservative
member of parliament for St. John who
made a speech denouncing the personation
of Mr. George K. Foster and the *treach-
ery of the 8t. John Conservative machine.
Mr. Ches.ey, it will be remembered, whiie
in parliament, threatened to resign  his
seat because of the treatment of this
tity by Mr. KFoster,

‘I'he meeting wus one of the most suc-
cessful of the campaign and clearly ind -
cated the sentiment of the electors ot
North Knd. 'Lhe hall was crowded to the
doors and numbers were unable to gain
admission.

Hon. James Holly, who presided, pre-
sented Hon. A. G. Blair with a handsome
gold-headed cane as a token of his ew
teem for the minister.

The. min.ster of railways was the first ‘

speaker and addressed the meeting for
more than an hour and a half. He was
foliowed by the Hon. H. A. McKeown,
Col. Tucker and Mr. John A. Chesley.
The appearance of the latter was a big
surprise and created a sensation.

HON. MR. BLAIR IN PORTLANL.

The Minister Answers Canvasses Bein;
Made Against Him,

Honorable A. G. Blair, who was received
with pro.onged cheering, Jost little tim.
in int.oductory remarks asked:
What uas veen the charagter of this cam.
paign? Glance over the-€vents of the last
few weeks and ask yourse.f this question.
Has it been so conducted as to remcct
credit on the respective parties? I take
the liberty of saying, although I express
&impiy my own opiuion, that so far as the
literavure disseminated aud the general
action of the Conservutive organizers has
been concerned, it has been a camnpaigs,
which has not reflected eredit upon eithe:
the men who have p.omoted it or the
party in whose interests it has been car-
ried on. (Cheers). I think it can be said
to have been a very cheap and a very
nasty campaign. There has been no broad
discussion of public questions. You have
not had presented to you the facts as
shey  exist: You would not have
thought that ‘a great debate was
in progress during the past three or four
 weeks in which issues of great mument to
the people of Canada, and especially to the
people of this community have been in-
volved. You have seen from the very out-
set a deterniinat.on on the part of one of
the contestants to raise race and religious
cries. You have seen men who have not
been ahove endeavoring to set one class
of our jcople against another, and prac-
tically to destroy the enjoyment of free
and liberal institutions,. as well as the
rights and privileges which belong to every
freeborn citizen, whether he be French o1
English, Protestant o. Catholic. (Cheers)
-The e men have not hesitated from pub'ic
platforms to impugn the loyalty of th
Liberal party. You heard that done on
Nomination day.

All Are Loyal.

- I thi»’ that a man ought to be ver
!sure o1 us ground before he underiake
to cast an aspeision upon the loyalty ol
any citizen, and the consequence of sucl
adlegations invariably is t6 defeat the very
object aimed at. Everybody kuows tha:
the people of this country are loya! t

Canadian intere-ts and to the Briti-]
erowmn. (Cheers.) I would be sorry
cas’ :f.ny reproaches upon the Conservative
pai , but I think they have no monopo y
to dur Queen and our country. I wuld
say that that citizen takes a just an
proper view of his duty as a citizen who
would stamp ont and 't down npm wt

the strongest measure of condemnation, an\
party or auy i.div.duals who muke use of
the disloyalty cry in order to further then
pettv pol'ti-a! nnurnoses. We are all lov

£« the h ad to the foot, it m the premie

of is Dommion down to the humbiest
in  r ranks. (Cheers). 1 venture 1o sa)
! " vou cross the ocean to the mother
L you speak to the statesmen o
, ®rha , to the men who direct the public

jmnpe.d i, you go to the foot of the thron.

& Her Majesty herself her opinin
v o+ loyalty of the Canadian premier
" wit. yme voice they will say, we want n
better loyalty than the premier of Cana
da and his government and his party hav.
“ shown. (Cheers). Although our oppon
ents make loud and persistent claims of
loyalty in this counti
you never see any evidences on their part
to su . t this claim; but when you ook
at the record of the Liberal party youa
find thi most conclusive and tangible
proo# of practical loyalty. (Cheers).

Loyalty and Love of Motherland.

5o
Proofs have been abundant during the
st four vears of the warm and sympn
thelic feeling of the present government
towards the interests of the motherland,
as well as a desife to make firmer the
bhonds which unite us to the empire. 1
o‘nt you to the British preferential trade
“Piey. That was a measure which touched
™ he hearts of the people of England as
aothing else. has done in the history of
ony of her colonies. (Cheers). The send-
ing of the contingents to Sou'h Africa was
a funther practical demon<tration of our
sympathy with the interests of the empire.
(Cheers). It has been said that we

hes'tated about the matter, and that we
were not as prompt as some of the other
colonies in our response. Why, we had
our troope on the ocean and half way
to South Africa before a soldier left anv
one of the other colonies. (Cheers). Look
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at the impertal penny postage policy, and
what does that prove? It was undoubted-
ly intended by the government to be still
another proof to the English people of
our brotherhood. The moment that law
went into operation the people of England
and the pecple in all parts of the empire
realizad that it was another bond of
unicn; that another colony was desirous
f strengthening the ties which bound jt
‘o the parent state.

What Europe Learned.

You will find many other evidences in-
dicating that the interests of Canada were
closely identified with those of the em-
vire and when we sent our brave boys to
South Afriea we presented an object les-
o1 to the jealous nations of Europe, who
were watching for a weak spot in the
uwmor of England, that although the
colonies of Great Britain were widely
xattered over the globe they were
ver rady to lend timely and vigor-
us as-igtance in the hour of the empire’s
langer. (Cheers). In view of all this,
how unworthy all this political talk
gainst the loyalty of the Liberal party
‘nust scem, and how contemptible it actu-
iy becomes when you realize that it had
‘or its basis the fact that the premier of
‘anada was a French-Canad:an. (Cheers).
'hey have sent their eirculars broadecast
ver the land, seeking to arcuse racial
ratred and religious prejudice, and it is
n unreasonable claim which I make that
he people of this country should rise in
heir might and stamp out the party
vhich has been so regardless of the best
neres's of our dominion? I appeal to
he judgment and reason of those who
wre within the sound of my voice to say
vhether the stand which the Liberal
anty has always taken in this regard
Joes not merit your continued approba-
ion. (Cheerg). Our opponen‘s have also
wattered their contemptible cartonns
hroughout the country. There is not a
whblic man in the Liberal ranks who has
not been held up to ridicule. Why? Be-
ause he has ventured to ask the Canadian
reople to continue the Liberal party for a
‘ur her term in power, and as a coneg-
wenee to held the Conservative party a
arm’s length. /

Conservative Campaign Tricks.

They. have published by hundreds of
thousands counterfeit editions of Liberal
newspapers, hop'ng in that way to make it
app.ar that these organs of public opinion
had turned aga'nst the government. Such
tactics had never before been resorted to
in the history of the country. We have
fallen upon an age and day when it is
not deemed inconsistent with the decen-
cies of private honor and public life that
men shall make use of and read in pubiic

who have had close poltical relations in
the past. A man today receives a letter
from a friend who has been his political
ally. The man who received the letter
thanges his politics in the course of o
°w years, and although the writer is dead
nd géne and has passed away withon
ny cloud upon his name, these mer
vu'd disturb his ashes in their last re
wse and for the sake of achieving a mo
nentary success in a political combat d
't storn to bring before the public and
e for these purposes the private and con
ident’al letters exchanged by them in
‘ays gone by. There is one political par
v, and I am proud to say that there ir
mly one, wihich has fa'len into that de
rading position, and that is another rea
‘on, it appears to me, why the high-mind
‘d electors of this great commercial city
ught to visit their sirongest condemna
‘on upon the men who resort to such
actics. (Cheers). There is only one in
‘erence which I think anyone should draw
rom this,

Foster as 2 Mud Slinger.

[ belicve these very men would prefer
ean and dign fied and manly warfare
ke inference which is fairly to be drawn
Tom what we have seen is, that the men
vho have resorted to these. means have
cne <o in a state of desperation. They
ave no other materal to employ. They
ave searched the recond of the Libera!
mrty and found it comparatively above
riticisn. They had looked over Canada
nd found the country more prosperous
‘han ever before. The people were con-
ented, and never g happy as now.
Cheers). They saw that men in all avo-
ations were finding abundance of work
nd at befter wagis than had ever before
een paid. In the face of such a marvel-
us condition they realized that the peo-
e of Canada would dot be disposed to
sk for a change of government. Feeling
hat the arguments were against them,
ind that the splend‘d fiseal status of the
ountry was also against them, they rea-
‘zed that upon the merits of the case
vir Wilfrid Laurier and his cabinet were
ntitled to another lease of power.
Cheers). In this connection those of yon
‘ho are familar with the proceedings on
romination day will remember that Mr.
Toster made a special effort to besmirch
'y reputation as a public man. He wish-
1 it to be idfetred that T did not possess
that h"fg'lg moral rect¥ude which chareec-
erized himself. From almost every plat-
orm during the present campaign that
‘entleman has called upon the churches,
he pastors and Sunday schools, to
pport him and his party because he and
hey were men who wnuld not resort to
lisrepntable and unworthy tactics that a
nan like the minister of railways and his
‘riends would resort to.

Foster the Hypocrite.

Every man respects these high moral
‘gencies. On that" occasion T protested
against this attitude on the part of Mr.,
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lFoster because I felt that Mr. Foster did
i not stand any loftier in the estimation of
{ the people who knew him than 1 had a
| right to stand. - (Cheers). 1 did s6 because
I felt that when Mr. Foster professed
that his conduct as a pubiic man was as
pure and white as the dr.ven snow that he
was simply acting the part of a hypoer.te
and using the language of hypocrisy.
(Cheers.) "In describing me as an unscru-
pulous individual how did he proceed to
make good his charge? He stated that I
travelled from one end of this province to
another seeking a seat in patliament and
that I finally sold a senatorship to Sena-
tor King in order to secure a seat. ' No one
will say that a senatorship can properly be
made a matter of bargain and sale; but Mr.
Foster chooses to characterise what took
place between Mr. King and myseif as a
matter of sale of the senatorship, and he
felt that when he had stated the trans-
action he had proved his case, and that
the people must needs believe that Blair
was all that he represented him to be.
Now, it is’ always well that we should
maintain a high standard of morality, pub-
lic as well as private. 1 do not draw
any distinction between the two.
stand as strongly upon one as the other
ind I would be willing to have every act
f my life placed alongside every act of
Mr. Foster’s. (Cheers). In the compari-
on I think I would come out quite as
well as he. (Cheers).

An Honorable Transaction.

My transaction with Mr. King was a
perfectly leyitimate political transaction.
sir Wiifrid Laurier wanted my services as
a minister of the crown. I preferred to
remain where I was, in the possession of a
line profesgional income; but he wanted
me and 1 cousented to>go. "It became
‘necessary that | should find a seat, and
somebody who had been®eiected would be
obliged to make way for me. I had no
difficulty in getiting a seat. I had becn
elected to the legslature for Queens and
Sunbury by acclamation, and when Mr.
King tendered me his seat I accepted it.
He had to be appointed a po.-tmguter in
order that he might legally vacate his seat,

Monﬁrm the state-
ment that the subject of a senatorship was
ncver mentioned by me to him, by him to
me, or by any frirnd of either of us to
either of us. (Cheers). He was willing to
withdraw in order that my services as a
| mthister might be placed at the disposal
| of Bir Wilfred Laurier. He may have
| thought that I would be likely to treat
a mam-who had shown this friendly dis-
position toward me with consideration.
(Cheers). I think I can say that''] have
not been open to the reproach of forget-
ting those who have re:.d'red a service
to me, and I could not forget Senator
King. Now, all this according to the ex-
minister of finance was inconsistent with
K—Page 9 Blair at Portland. flacCvtea
his high ideals of public merality, which
he has declared cannot be eradicated
‘rom his mind. (Laughter). He says that

his idea permeates every tibre of h=#
eing, clothes him and possesses him. He
sks everybody to witness his extraor-
linary sensitiveness on this score.
Qnheers).

A Spot on the Escutcheon.

Does Mr, Foster remember that a lit
le more than four years ago  he
wvent to a constituency and there found
\ very strong citizen of that county 1n
antagonism to his candidate, and does
1e_remember that on the day preceding
polling day he went to this gentleman
ind by a tender of the first vacant sen-
itorship induced him to withdraw his op-
osation? (Cries of *“*York county”). He
thus secured the return of his candidate.
dow long ago was it since his oid chict
went down 'to Sir John Thompson. 1
um not saying it was wrong in him; |
nly say if it was wrong in me, and if
Mr. Foster cannot toieiate the idea of
such an act as this being done by me
without being wvisited by public condem-
aation, it was wrong in Sir John Muac-
lonald. Sir John Thompson was called
irom the bench and invited to take a
seat in the late government. Sir John
Lhompson was not even a candidate at
chat time. He was on the bench in Nova
Scotia. ‘Lhen the government, of which
Mr. Koster was a member, approached
the member for Antigonish county, who
was not even a Conservative, but a Lib-
eral, and induced h.m to make way for
Sir John Thompson. That gentleman
was appointed to the bench and Sir John

t‘homjson became a candidate in his
stead. (Cheers). You have not
heard that Mr. Foster spent

many sleepless nigixts on account of the
njury thus done by his party to his ten-
der conscience. (Laughter).

How Sir Charles Found Room.

Another transaction occurred still later.
Sir Charles Tupper hurried out to Canada
at the time these consp rators were seek-
ing to disp'ace Sir Mackenzie Bowell,
and when they had accomplished the cb-
jeot they had in view it was necessary to
find a seat for Sir Charles in parliament.
Would you Dbelieve it, although I know
you will all be struck with horror when 1
m.nton it, that Mr.. Foster actually re-
mained in the government while Sir
Charles Tupper went down to Cape Bre-
hon and offered a senatorship to Mr. Me-
Keen and thus provided a way for his
election. (Cheers). You would think in
the face of such facts that the ex-m’nister
would get down from that exalted posi-
tion which he olaims to occupy in ' the
high moral status of the people. Do you

| mon serse of the people he was addrese | he
{ing he would abetain from making the | of
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1 comparisons which' he has endeavored to
f liives rou would think that in view

of this record he would not go upon the

platform and charge me with being an
| Uiscrupuious pubie man and insinnate

all sorts of misconduct against me. I .sk
{¥ou to bear this in mind: I have been
j over 18 years in a governmental position.
| I hdve been the objeot of attacks of all
i kinds. There is scarcely an offence in the
i erimvinal calendar of a political nature
| with which I have not been charged. I
| have been pursued relentlessly and ruth-
i lessly during the course of my polit.cal hfe,
jand yet there has not been a tittle of evi.
| dence adduced to establish any one of the
raccusations that have been 'mado.
| (Cheers).

Blames  Where he Praised.

Within the past few days I have been
charged with having gone up to Victoria
county and having taken an active and
{ brominent part in bringing about the resig-
{nation of the gentleman who had been

lnominated there in the Conservative in-
jterest. On the mere statement of this

| charge it has been assumed without re-

1 quiring a particle of evidence, that people

would beélieve I was a party to Mr.
Richards’ withdrawal. Now what evi-
dence are they in possession of in sup-
port of that statement? They are in pos-
session of the fact that a few days before
nom:nation I went to Victor.a county,.as
I was taking a tour through the different

meeting in the interests of Mr, Costigan.
Lhat is the entire evidence upon which
these people base their charge. Let me
just call your attention for a few moménts
to this matter. Mr., Medléy Richards was
nominated ag a candidate for the Conserv-
ative party. He was very strongiy en-
dorsed by both the leader of the party
and Mr. Foster, as you will see by the
campaign posters which I hoid in my hand,
Sir Charles Tupper, according to this hand-
bill, thus speaks of him: ‘“‘He possesses
exceptional qualifications for public life,
and Victoria will have in him a represe:ita-
tive the party will gladly welcome.” This
manifesto further refers to Mr.Richards as
being “loyal o0 his’giarty. and true to his
people.”  Mr. -:Foster also endorses
him in this styong lamguage:
the county ffom end to end, and wiil
make just the representative for Vietor:a.
In matters of principle, where he is to-
day you 4vill find him' tomorrow.

are’ now condemning h m in ali the mouvds
and tenses. According to the Sun he is
not now ‘“loyal to his party,” not now
“true to his people,” not now “in mat-
ters of principle where he is toduy you
will find him tomorrow.” (Laughter and
cheers). All he has done is to disappo.nt

these peop.e, and the woment a wan dis-
apoints the Lory leaders or their organ-
«ation there is no denounciation too se-
vece to be visited upon him. Mr. Rich-
ards saw he had no chance of election.
L understand Mr. R.chards :ays that S
Chartes ‘Lupper and mr. Koster would
sup, dy him most iiberaly with funds in
order to help him through the camjaign.
Lhey did not carry out their pronuse,
vut said to him: “You spend the money
yourselt and well make it good to you
oy and by.” (Laughter). 1 suppose Mr.
tichards has heard of people who had
that k nd of a surances before and »o con-
cluded - that d.scietion was the bette:
part of va.or. ‘lhis came upon them k.
a clap of thunder in the face of theur
boasting. It came before the announce-
ment of the dun was vo.d that they were
going to sweep Victoria county. [t dues
not follow, however, that because Mr.
itidhards disappo:nted these gentlemen
that he was all they represented him to be.
L do not say that this aciion was coura-

fulfilied their obligations to him.

1 was at the boitom of this matter; that
it was another one of *'Blair’s dea.s.”” Here
was this unseru,uious man at work again.
Now, what was my connection with it?
Simply nothing. The first intel igence

telegram - from Mr. Costigan intimating
that his opponent had widhdrawn. 1 did
not see Mr. Richards when | was in Viec-
toria county, and | had no communicat on
with him either directly or indicect ¥
nor did any of his. friends ind.cate to me
that he was likely to withdraw. (Cheers).
T'herefore, all these aspersions which ave
being made for the purpose of d.scredit-
ing me Lefore the people are without the

tigan will certifys when the time comes
to what 1 say being true, and wherever
he is known his word will be taken as
conclusive upon the que.tion.

The Foster Cold Shoulder.

ton, and 1 shall therefore have to con-
clude very quickly.
touch upon one subject to wh ch Mr. Fos-
ter referred on nomination day, and 1

the statement which I shall make. 1 re-
fer to Mr. Foster’s clam that he was en*
titled to the commendatiod of the people
of Bt. John for having secured a sub-
sidy of $25,000 towards the
eteamship line coming -here, whech

he says was the ecommencement of the

not think that out of regard for the com- | winter port. You would infer from what

said that he had done this in a spirit
deep sympathy with the undertaking.

et

I use for the city of St. Joim,
| for eleven

counties of the province, to address a-

What are the facts? When Mr. Foster
was approached by the represeuntati.ves of

i the Board of I'rade, tne Common Council

;or the peopie, for assistance he recerved

them very coidly. He apparently had no
He sat there
years and, except when election
times came around, he had few words of

| sympathy. When approached in the man-
| nér 1 have just indicated he intimatcd
ftlnt the people of St. John were hard
| to satisfy and wanted the

earth, (Cheers).
Further than that, Mr. Foster when appii-
ed to by the members for the aty and
county gave them very little hope. ‘Lhey
telegraphed fo know what was to be the
answer of the government on the question,
but could get no reply, and so many days
elapsed, and so slow was the government
in giving heed ‘to the call, that the-e
gentlemen took upon themselves as the
representatives of this constituency to
telegraph to Mr. Foster and to the promier,
Honorable Sir Mackenzie Bowell, that un-
less their reasonable request was app.icd
with their resignation would be in the
hands of the government. (Cheer-). ILet
me pause here to ask if there is a member
of the Board of Trade, of any committee
of the Board of Trade or of the Common
Council or of the citizens generaliy, who
has gone up to Ottawa during the last
four years in pursuit of any object for
the betterment of (he city and the im-
provement of its business, or any ques-
ton of public interest,who was not re-
ceived with consideration and sympathy by
me? They cannot mention an instance in
which I treated them otherwise than you
would desire that I should treat them as
a minister from this province, or other-
wise than I would have treated them it
I had been your representative instead of
that of another county in the province.
(Cheers). Notv, what was the answer of
Mr. Foster to this demand? He wired

back to say that he wi-hed them to with-
draw their threat of resicmation because
it was embarrassing to him. (Laughter.)
But the reply came back that there was
only one condition upon which the resigna-
tions would, be withdrawn, and that was,
that their request be complied with,

Tke Senate, Not Foster.

‘“He knows

Scared From the Contest. it

Mr. Richards .had a fright - the
day afrer nomination and  with- |
drew from the field, and these
leaders and  their newspaper = press

that 1 had avout it was conta.ned in a |

sl.ghtest foundation or warant. Mr. Qos- -

I am about to speak tonight in Carle-

1 want, however, to

mention it now because | am in a 1.o§i-‘
tion since the arrival of Mr. Chesley in |
the hall, to ask for the contirmation of |

first |

Mr. Foster claims that he is entitled to
special credit in connection with the Short
Line. He would have you believe that he

. Was instrumental in securing the Short

Line with its terminus at St. John. I
venture to tell you that this is not the
fact. It was not the object of the pro-
jectors of that line to come to St. John.
This was peculiarly the sch me of Mr. Joha
Henry Pope, who was minister of railways
in the late government, and who owned a
railway in Quebec which he was bound
should be -purchased by the government.
This railway ran down to the border, and
it subsequently became part of the scheme
that it should be carried through the State
of Maine at Mattawamkeag, coming out at
Harvey and by way of Moncton be carried
on to Halifax. This arrangement was de-

i feated in the senate and ult‘mately it

wag altered sn ac tn take in St. John. T ap-
peal now to Mr. Ch-sley,whom yru all know
very much better than you know me, as
to whether I, have overstated the case
with respect to the $25,000 subsidy.

Foster’s Fable on Subsidies,

Mr. Foster further stated on nomina-
tion day that net another steamship line
had  been brought to St. John since his
government went out of power. I say
reht off that that statement is not true.
(Cheers). It is absolutely incorrect, and
f Mr. Foster had not had the advantage
of knowing that I could not reply to him
he would nct have ventured to make that
dlatement. (Cheers). What subsidies have
been granted since? A subsidy was grant-
ed to the Donaldson line. That is one.
A subsidy was gran‘ed to the Head line,
which makes two. The Furness line was
aleo sub-fdised in connection with the
direct service between St. John and Lon-

geous; but if my information is correct | 4on. That is three. A “‘“b‘”‘d-‘"“"“‘ gt
he found that these gentlemen had not | ed to the Manchester I'ne, and ‘hat makes
‘1he |
Sun at once jumps to the concius.on that |

four. I ask anyone in this hall if the
members for St. John had to threaten
resignation before they got these subsi-
dies from the government? Did you have
to send delegatione threatening and plead-
ing before you were given these subs'die-?
As soon as the case was presented | hap-
pened to have enough influence with iny
colleagues to prevacl upon_them to accede
to the request. Whatever influence I have
a8 a minid er of the crown is the right
and title of the constitnency and province
to enjeoy to the full. (Cheers). T do not
limit that . influecnce to the constituency
which T happen to represent. I do not
think T should be doing my full duty if
I d'd that; but the constituency which
sends me to parliament is entitled to the
first claim, whether that influence be litgle
or much. ;

In his concluding observations the min-
ister of railways made a <trong appeal in
behal'f of Col-nel Tucker.

well leave h'm at home as to reject Col,
Tucker, who was in every respect a moet
capable and effective representative. The
heantiness with which this apneal was
rece’ved indicated quite plainly the viewy

of his aud'ence on the subjeot, and as the

mingter conc'uded he was vociferously
cheered by the immense audience,

HON. H. A, McKEOWN,

The Conservatives Tried "to Provoke a
Revalution,

Hon. H. A. McKeown was warmly. re-
ceived and spoke it his ueually brilliant
style. 'He desired’to supplement some

He asked the !
people of St. John to give him a supporter l
rather than an opponent. They might as !

nter—There

of the observations of the minister of
railways. He would not be heard again
in the present campaign by the electors
of North End and it was now for the
electors to give their reply to the minis
tet, The' speaker felt confident the ve-
sult would be favorable to vhe mimster.
The honorable gentleman said he was
siruck with (he sentiment of the meeting.
It clearly ind.cated which party was go-
ing to trumph. Sometimes it was dift-
cutt to decide in whiuh direction the cur-
rent of opinion wds runming. But the en-
thusiastic and overflow ng meetings of ihe
Libera! candidates in th.s provinee and the
turning over of Cunservativés were sig-
n:ficant of a Liberai sweep vn Wednesday.
(Checrs). The campaign in St. dJohn,
Hon. Mr. McKeown continued, was a
spectacular one and wouid be recorded
in the hstory of the province. Qonserva-
tives had bearing their banner one of
«heit greatet speakers with persuasive
abillty of equal merit, while the Liberal
party was represented by a man who was
a power in the cabinet of the country as
we.l as among vhe people of this province,
(Cheers and applause). In the science of
polities the fipst duty a representa-
tive owed his constituents was the consid-
eration of their interests. If a representa-
tive was diligent and failed to fufil this
obiigation uhe peop e ¢fiou.d not be h.de
bound by pany Interests, but shou.d g.ve
their support to the representative who
could be depended upon. The records of
the representa.ives betore constituencies
spoke for themselves. The achievementis
of the two panties, the Conservatives from
1878 to 1896, and the Liberals from 1896
to 1900, were bifore the peopie.  Up
to 1898 the Conservative party came be
fore the country and held up their policy a-
the one which was gving advancement.
Now we had the Launier adm.nistration
before us with a widely diverse policy--
a revenue tariff instead of a protective
tariffi—and what was the result of thel;
four years governing the affairs of the
country? A gain of thirty-five millions. s
in the

year total  trade, againw
three and a half millons a yeal
for - the Copservatives. From these

tecords it couid ve s.en it would have
required 44 years of Conservative rule to
accomplish for tue country what the Lib-
erals did in four years,

“Do you want to go back to the Con-
servative rate of progress?” a-ked Hon. Mr.
Mecheown. Crics of No! No! came from
all parts of ‘the hal. Continuing  the
speaker said: “You can’t wrap up Canada
in the ciothes she wore previous to the
inanguration of the Laurier government
and the people of Canada know it.” (Loud
applac-e). !

The Liberals had such a record that
| their opponents in this constituency had
not much time to d scuss politics. They
were chiefly occupied telling what a bad
man Mr. Blair was and what a good gont.e-
man was Mr. Foster. Hon. Mr. Mcheown
then tock up the canvass of disloyalty of
S Wilfrid Lawier and his alieged delay
;in sending the soldiers to South Africa.
| He characterized this as an infamous at-
tempt to st r up a racial feeling, went over
! the circamstances conncct.d with the send-
ing of the coritingent and asked his hoarers
to judge upon the matter themselves. If
the statements which the Conservatives
sent broadcast through the country were
taken serionsly a revolution in- Canada
would be the result. The Oanadian French
pon wh m the aspersions were being made
proved their loyalty by tight nz and dyng
ide Dy sde with the hstorical regiments
£ England in the cause of the empire.

hile the Lileral Conservatives, some of
hem captains and lieutenants in the mili-
tia, who maraged to <tay at home, cast
reproach at the valor us race. The E yp-
tian campaign of 1881 was referred to by
the speaker who said that notwithstand-
ng' that the other colonies rendered as-

ervative government. Closing, Hon, Mr.
\eKeown said the war record of Premier
Laurier’s admin‘stration compared just as
favorably with the Conservative as the
gommercial records.

COL. J. J. TUCKER.

A Brief Speech by 2 Good Man.

Colonel Tucker, who had just spoken in
Carleton, was the next speaker and was
grected with three cheers. He said it was
kis first appearance in North End and
thanked the representatives for h's nomin-
ation, also for his reception. He ihen re-
viewed h s record in parliament and point-
ed out one by one the benefits received
by the province during the reign of the
L'beral government. If the eleatorate
chcse again to eleot him as thew repre-
surative Le would contnue to do all in
his power for the welfare of the city,
county and the province at large. Clos-
‘ng, Col. Tucker said: “If you are satis-
fied with my record cast your votes for
Ma'r -and Tucker” He closed amid
cheers,

MP. JOHN A, CHESLTY

Tells of Fxposes and Deception of Wr
Goorge E Fogter,

On conclusion of Col. Tucker’s addrees
there were loud demands for John Ches-
ley, ex-M. P.,” who wes seated on the
p'atform. When he arose he was greeted
wth three demond rative cheere and a
tiger, After expressing his thanks: for
the kind reception which®he was glad to
ray he had always received in his long
career with public gatherings, he said ne

| was not go'ng to make a speech, but
| wished to embrace the opportunity to give

istance no action was taken bty the Con-,

the lie to some. claim® of Geomiw o8-
ter, the candidate of the trecherbus. Clon
servative machne of\8t. Johti. + Contintts
ing, Mr. Chesley said he had bee}
| active member of the Coneervative'
{ for 30 years, always wotking for ité ta
whether through good or evil and g
rot help feeling he was entitled to-some
consideration at his hands. But tire party
or the mach.ne end=-for the pan
atill a great one--thotught ouerwise
gave him a turn down, not a cléan
but a kick down theé bask stairs, so
speak. “Now,” declared Mr. Che
bave no party. I come Here merd
listener. T acepted an inVitdtion to &
on the platform and oow T want to sy
scmething cf thie personation 6f Mr. Fosthl:
daiming credit.for granting a subsidly of
$25.000 for the Beaver line to come to B
John.” A < jigt e
Mr. Chesley then spoke of the srtong |
desire of St. John duming the time he ;-6,—{3
presin'ed the constithency in parligment |
o become the winter port for exporting '
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the products of the west, following it .
with the history of the construction of |
he wharves and elevaior at Sand Point,’|

“Delegations,” he said, “went to Ottawa
to present the clam

i

of the city for the
w.nter port trade, but no maiter how
many delegations went nothing' was® done
oward making St. John an outlet for the |
winter export trade. After two years, Mr.
Uampbell, of the Beaver lne, visited St
John and stated that if the city coald
procure a subsidy of $25,000 the Beaver
'ne would give a fortnightly service be-
weew St. John and Liverpool. It was
hen decided that the mayor, who wa#s
Ir. George Robertsin, my coleague, M.
Tazen, and myself shoud go to Ottawa
'S a committee to endeavor and secure
he subsidy from the government:. At |
Ton‘real whi'e en route we met Willmr%
'ugsley and the late Ward C. ‘Pi'tﬁ.e!d!
hcm we persmaded to accompany ne.
Vhen we reached the capital we succeed-
d in gett'ng the members of the govern-
vent togd her and presented our case
‘rongly. Nothing resulted from the con
crence, but another meeting of the got
rnment was held the following: day: |
the purpose of considenng the matter.
Afiter this meeting we, the rep tive
from St. John, were instructed to call al
the office of the minister of bt;ade a:fd cotni- iﬂ
merce the following day, being inform
by Hon. George E. Fisber thé mM
would be setiled. When we met the nest
day at the office of the minister of trade
and commerce, Mr. Foster informed the
delegation that the subsidy was all' right:
I asked the minister of finance if ‘there
was any use of the delegation remaining in
Ottawa. He said not, promising that the
subs'dy would be granted before we reg
ed home. In fact he promised he woul
telegraph us en route that the -
had been signed, but no telegram arrived
from the minister of finance. The delega-
tion returned home and some days'elapsed
with no response from Mr. Foater. Publi¢
opinion was pressing its demands so Mr.
Hazen and I had a conference and de-;
cided on a certain line of action.” Wé¢
were Conservatives and had no disposition
to embarass our own government, but we
were forced to take some step. We ha
fo say that unless this subsidy was grant-
ed we would be forced to send our resig-
pations to Mr. Speaker. Mr. Hazen and
I felt we had to do something desperate
because of the attitude of the ministér of
finance. As is well \known our threatened
action had the desired effest and the
Beaver ling contract was signed. "Now
the Concervative mach‘ne are cla'ming
all the credit for Mr. Foster, (Laughter),
The machine not only steals the credit
from us, but they kick me omt. Merely
as a citizen I chould resent this.”
Mr. Chesley closed here, but there wers
cries from all parts of the hall to eon.
tinue. L
Continuing, the speaker said the subaidy
of $25,000 to the Beaver line was the only
one granted by the Conscrvative govern:
ment, the subs'd'es to the Manehester,
Domidson, Furness and Head lines were
ziven by the Liberal administration. Con-
cluding, he said we were on the eve of
the day when the country was to say who
hall have contrcl of its interests and
'very man shou'd utilize his franchise in
its best interests.
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VR, BLAIR IN THE
WINTER PORT,

A Great Reception for the ‘Minister. i
Railways, 1e, ont
No one who wis a witness of the

| thusiastic reception given Hon. A. G.'Bl
“in Carlcton last night, who héard hit abls
adlre:s to the electors of that part of ‘the
constituency and saw the manner in which
it impressed his auditors and how well
their views were expresseéd by W'm, bt p&
| alized tlat (h.re was no deubt that hid
record of four and a hualf yedrs as repre
| sentetive of this provinece ‘in parliament,
the livelv interest thie minister ha¥ ‘takent
in St.. John and the prictical way he
bas shown this had made deeper impreéss
rpon the minds of the people than' dould
be obtained by a scare story reiséd for
party purposes, that this city wouid’ loxs
Ithe winter export business. He gave unt
contradictory evidence that the winter
| business wonld He done here and his ut
teranees were arpliuded end cheered with
i a_hedrtiness that showed . the interest of
i the peoplé and the fall reliance ‘they place
in the niinister of railways.” . 1.
The meeting ‘wad'a largs ‘ohe and was
enthus'a tic thronghont. Tt was almost
| entire’v. compoged of Carleton  electdrs.
Mr, Joseph B. Stnbbs presided and among
i those on the 'platforti were James Wil-

h

$ “(Continued'on page 6.)
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