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The enemy in full retre:

there is a measure of
it is true that he has lei
who have fought well an
the pursuit. It is true
withdrawn ‘the bulk of h
tween the Scarpe and the
pared lines, which are t
old Hindenburg line up
and north of the Moeuvre
du Nord. It is true that f
from the morning of Sep
the . night of the 7th, he
rest from direct attacks.
that he has at last cond
retirement in order, at th
his sacrificed rear guards
in seven weeks, during
first hesitating and then |
at least 400,000 men and @
guns. But he has effected
strategic changeé, and tha
counts. His strategic sit
bad as ever and unless he
it to his advantage he is

Let me explain. Two
up the strategical si
ground and the dispositic
troops. = The obstacles in
detence, the avenues of co
and the open space for
ment of the attack, all &
are included under the ter
terrain. The shape of
which your troops stand,
choice or the epemy’s, the
of strength along that line
flap @lements are included
te, disposition. - These t
bfween them ‘decide the
sifwation and detetrmine
favorable or unfavorable.

For instance, supposing
somewhat snperfor enem
of, your line is straight, t
half is a formidable obst:
a great forest, and oven t
is open  ground; suppose
line of communication ru
hind your front and nearl
it; suppose that by som
misfortune in the immedi
bulk of your troops are
hind the obstacle and ov
portion of them are holdi
front of your line. That
uation is bad.

Mgpst of your men are ¢
where they are needed le
where obstacles impede &
on you and where your li
urally the strongest and
by a few men. Where. th
stacle and where, therefo
on you has the best char
ceeding, in the open half
it is just there you have
men. If that half is force
a liitle 'way your.enemy
your communications by
army is kept alive and
munitions. For these con
a main line railway, let
nearly parallel to your 1
mediately behind it. But
my does thus get across
{cations, as in view of
defensive it is probable t

e shaken off” the Alll
4 language of his last

* then your army is at once

food and munitions and i
sense is destroyed. It m
er or perish.

Such a strategical situa
one. A general finding hi
situation must try to cha
good one before it is too
course of effecting such
clear. He must, above all
ly redistribute his forces
if he can, bring down
men from behind the ob
they are not wanted and
the open half of his line
most protection. He mu
can, establish a new line
cations not paraliel to tb
perpendicular to it, so th
opponents do effect sob
these communications
reached, but can serve hi
1y, even if he has’to retire

1£ a general can do thes
in time before the enemy
attack ‘in force, but espe

do the first, he has c
strategic situation and ch
bad to

the vast op
this! That up t



