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' Half Years of War

* T the Members of the Navy League at

* isire at the same time to express the

'‘Annual Address of President
in London -

Duke of Buccleuéh Includes
Summary of What the Fleet
Has Done in Three and a

' The following is the annual address

of the president of the Navy League,

» London, the Duke of Buccleuch, to the
! members on the work of the navy:

NEW YEAR MESSAGE.

Home and Overseas. !
Ladies and Gentlemen,—On behalf of |

" the executive committee of the Navy!
iLeague I beg to tender to you all our,
twarm greetings and hearty good wishes |

at the opening of the year 1918. I de-|
:grateful appreciation of the central or-
tganization for the valuable support which |
{has been so generously extended to the
twork of the league by all its members '
-during the last year, and to place upon
card its sense of obligation to the sup- !
rters of the movement everywhere for |
eir unfaltering loyalty to and confi-
ence in British sea power and the de- |
oted officers and men of our incom- |
rable fleet.
In transmitting this message of good-
twill and gratitude it may perhaps be
iopportune to offer a few observations on
ithe neval situation which may inspire
‘the confidence and stimulate the hope of
all those to whom British sea power has
n and must always be an article of
tional and imperial faith, :

~ The naval aspect of the war as it pre-
\‘Ents itself to the executive committee

the Navy League may be briefly sum-

arized under the following heads:
1. Officers and Men.—After forty-
e months of unparalleled strain in the
rosecution of world-wide sea warfare
he devotion to duty, spirit of sacrifice
Pnd confidence in ultimate victory stand
jmt a higher level throughout the whole
rsonnel of the British fleet than at any

vious moment in our history.

" 2. Strength and Efficiency.—In the de-

achieved since the beginning of the

welopment of its effective power the fleet
ar a degree of superiority and a stand-
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Strop enjoys a clean, comfort-
able shave—his face does not
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' THEY ADVANCED IN

CLOSE FORMATION.
i ~N, Y. Worid,

o

HE OLD NORTH
BRITISH SOCIETY

A Sturdy Halifax Organization—
Its Early Days Recalled in In-
teresting Article '

(Montreal Journal of Commerce.)
Canada is often spoken of as a “new
country,” or a “young country.” New
and young it is in comparison .with the
countries of the old world. But many
events are occurring to remind us that,
to say the least, we are getting along in
years. A modest celebration a few years
ago at Annapolis Royal, and a much
grander one a little later at Quebec, em-~
phasized the fact that three centuries had
elapsed since the forefathers first estab-
lished settlements on the shores of the
Bay of Fundy and the St. Lawrence riv-
er. ‘A memorial tower erected near Hali-
fax tells us that the boon of parliament-
ary institutions has been with us for
over one hundred and fifty years. In the
business, religious and social circles we
are reminded of the presence of institu-
tions of long standing. A great bank-
ing institution proclaims with pride that
it has entered upon the second century
of its career. :

At Halifax today, a Scottish social
and charitable organization, the North
British Society, is celebrating its one
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iard of efficiency of which no conception
|could be formed in the terms of com-
jparative naval preparedness in time of
"peace. It may be declared in the fulness
jof conviction that as an instrument of
| war the British navy at the opening of
| this New Year is.the most powerful and
| the most highly developed weapon which
has ever been devised. :

3. ‘'he Aur Services.—The recognition
that aircraft is an essential part of naval
organization is very gratifying and there
is reason to believe that measures are
now being taken to supply our airmen,
! who have proved themselves so superior,
with a sufficient number of first-class
machines to enable full use to be made of
their skill and courage.

4. Relation to War Upon Land.—The
| three great facts emphasized in the pre-
| ceding paragraphs will, it is hoped, make
it abundantly clear that the British fleet,
in conjunction with the fleets of the Al-
lies, is now and must continue to be the
dominant factor in the ultimate destruc-
tion of the military strength of the Ger-
{ manic powers. 'I'he overwhelming in-
| fluence of sea power upon the whole field
| of war is amply demonstrated in the
practically unchecked continuity of com-
munication for troops, munitions and
supplies between all the Allied nations
and all the theatres of operation since

‘| the beginning of the conflict.

5. The Submarine Menace.—While the
destruction of British and Allied com-
merce by enemy submarines is the most
serious and disturbing factor in the naval
side of the war, it has been officially an-

merchant tonnage destroyed by enemy
action may be regarded as satisfactory.

6. Commerce Destruction 1n Previous
Wars.—It’ may not be without interest
to direct attention to_the losses of mer-
chant ships and tonnage owing to enemy
action in former wars. During one per-
iod of five Yyears, 1761-65, in the great sea
wars of the eighteenth century, 3,300
British merchant vessels were captured
or destroyed, the loss representing rough-

persons of the population of the British
Islands at 'the time. The outstanding
lesson of history is that an insular power
can never be crushed so long as it re-
tains command of the sea.

7. Our Indomitable Mercantile Marine.
—On ‘the naval side of the war nothing
can be more calculated to stir the pride
of the British race than the magnificent
bravery and chivalry of the officers and
men of the British mercantile marine. It
‘was the arrogant hope of the enemy that
the methods of “frightfulness” which
were so ruthlessly practised in the de-
struction of merchant vessels at sea
would in effect increase the difficulties
of manning and operating the British
merchant service. In this respect the
enemy has been completely disillusioned,
and the fearless bravery, cool skill and
irrepressible sense of public¢ duty of every
section of British seafarers, no matter on
what class of craft they have been em-
ployed, are the admiration of the civil-
ized world.

iously between the British and American
fleets must give intense gratification and

world. The gigantic and comprehensive
programme of naval construction auth-
of the American people in the efficacy

the future naval position of the Allies.
9. Criticism of the Navy.—In the na-

nounced by the admiralty that the num- '
ber of German submarines now being:
sunk in contrast with the volume of !

ly 88 tons per annum for every thousand |

ture of things it is obviously impossible

that anything approaching accurate
knowledge of the conditions affecting
naval warfare can be known outside the
very limited circle of those immediately
responsible for the direction of naval
policy ‘and operations, and it cannot
therefore be too strongly urged that ill-
informed criticism relating to naval
strategy and disposition' should be
earnestly deprecated. It is respectfully
suggested as the clear and unmistakable
duty of all the nations within the em-
pire to give their unqualified loyalty and
confidence to the commander-in-chief and
the officers and men of the elect in carry-
ing out the responsibilities which devolve
upon the navy from day to day. Noth-
ing is more encouraging to those who
man our fighting ships in all the seas
than the solemn feeling that they pos-
sess in unstinted measure the trust and
the affectionate sympathy of their fel-
low citizens in the discharge of their
duties.

10. Public and the Fleet—It may be
asserted that with the exception of a
negligible minority the public opinion of

fleet. At no time in history has the
significance of sea power in the preser-
vation of civilization and democratic lib-
erty been more manifest; at no time has
the relationship between humen freedom
and the power of the sea been more in-
timately brought home to the minds of
the liberty loving nations of the world.

11. What the Fleet Has Done.—At the
close of three and a half years of war it
may be advantageous to epitomize the
outstanding features of naval achieve-
ments during the process of the struggle:

(a) In consequence of British com-
mand of the sea, apart from air raids
and a few spasmodic dashes of enemy
cruisers, the territory of the British Em-

invasion. The British Empire is the only
mation engaged in the war which has

of its own.
(b) The lines of communication be-

;teen millions of men from port to port
has been provided. Moreover, under the
guardianship of the fleet, over two mil-
lion horses, twenty-six million tons of
munitions and war supplies, and fifty-
three million tons of coal and oil have
| been conveyed to meet the needs of the
| Allied armies, :

i (¢) Within the British Empire itself
ithe navy has safeguarded the ocean
| carriage of nearly one hundred and forty
million tons of food and materials, Not-
lwithstanding the vigor of submarine at-
tack the number of vessels of all nation-
alities at and from United Kingdom
ports in the week ending December 25,
!1917, was 4,960 as against 4,941 in the
i week ending February 25 last, when un-
| restricted submarine warfare began.

of Germany has resulted in the complete
stoppage of her ocean going commerce.
The German flag has been swept from
the seas and only on one occasion—on
June 1, 1916—has German naval power

8. United States Co-operation.—The |ventured to challenge a fleet action.
advent of the United States in the war
has enormously strengthened the sea in Africa, Asia and Australasia has been
power of the Allies, and the co-operation | the direct result of the application of
established so effectively and harmon- |sea power in support of the operations

(¢) The conquest of German colonies

of military forces on land.
In submitting the foregoing statement

joy to the whoel of the English-speaking| my: colleagues on the executive commit-

tee and myself associate ourselves with
you in the sincere hope that the year now

orized by the American government af- | before us may bring an honorable and
fords abounding evidence of the belief | permanent peace between nations, and

that the menace to civilization which has

of sea power and immensely enhances overshadowed the world since August,

1914, may never again be repeated.
BUCCLEUCH,
President of the Navy League.

the whole empire is solidly behind the |

hundredth and fiftieth anniversary. On
| the 26th of March, 1768, at the house of
! one of 'their number, there assembled a
group of men whose names, for the most
part, declared whence they came—Tay-
lor, Gillespie, Scott, McLenndn, Killo,
. Clark, Fraser, Harkness, Geddes, Mor-
! rison, Thomson, McCrae, Luke—who re-
solved to form “The North British So-
ciety, or Scots Club.” There was'no bank
in those days—not until fifty years later
was our oldest bank established—but the
| records show that in the very first step
of the movement the paramount neces-
sity of caring for the funds was well re- |
cognized. ' In the place that the bank|
would occupy in a similar movement to-
{ day, there was established the box—
i with a capital B to mark its importance.
It was no mere incidental reference that
was made to this box. Before doing any-
I thing else these thrifty .Scots gave as-
i surance to their brither Scots and to the
* world that the siller ‘would be looked
. after. Thus articles 1.and 2 of the con-
| stitution read: ! /
| “Article 1.—Every member joining this
| Society shall pay seven shillings and six-
| pence, to be deposited into the box, and
one shilling for the good of the house
the first night. I

“Article 2—That a proper box be pro-
vided, at the charge of the society, with
| three locks and keys; those keys to be
| kept by proper persons appointed by
| said society, for to keep said money as
{ may be delivered into said box from time
‘to time—all the money that shall arise
. for the benefit of said society.”

.

One thought that will
impress you first and
grow with your know!l-
edge of this store and
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be wise to assume that these meetings

|" It is to be observed that there were

were conducted on

prohibition ~ prin-

'not merely three keys, but three locks, | ciples. Indeed, in another article refer-

!apparently three separate locks, giving

' assurance that not one bawbee would be }

ence is made
might be a

to the possibility that there
thirst that would require

'drawn from the box until all three of | quenching, and there is a warning that
! the “proper persons” foregathered for the jonly the moderator or stewards can or-
| solemn functionf Although the rules are jder liquor for the society, and that any
isilent on this point, it is a fair inference | other member ordering is to “pay for
| that there was a slit in the top of the i whatever he may call for himself.” . In

.box, for ‘menfion is:made

: at several those good old times almost everybody
fire has been held inviolate from enemy ' Points of circumstances under which the indulged in a wee drap. But it is worthy

' members were required to deposit six- ' of note that, according to the hours fixed

pence in the

% It would seem that | for the meetings, the Scots ‘were sent
eonquered enemy territory and lost none ; there; was evéry»facility for putting | home at nine o'clock at the latest, and

{ money into the ‘box, but'as for gettiig an hour earlier in the winter. At some
! anything out of it, nothing less than fhe | time in the long history of the society

'a security as the bank’s double liabilit;
' of .the present day. !

times of today, in that

tween all the theatres of war have beer | united efforts of three sturdy Scots could :thﬁt rule must have been so amend,cd o
amply defended and maintained, and ; accomplish that. That treble system of . to allow the singing of “We Won’t Go
protection for the transport of over thir-|locks and lockmen probably was as good | Home Till Morning.”

The records of the old North British
afford evidence of the wholesome change

There is food for thought, in the dry |that has come over the habits of the
es provision in | people.
Article 1 which required from every | the secretary brought out the minutes of
member “one shilling for the good of the \ & similar gathering just
house  the first . pight.” .One’s curiosity | years earlier. Among other things the
as to the meaning of the words “for the | book recorded the quantity of liquors
good of the house” is increased by a consumed. “You will see,” he comment-
similar reference in a later article, which |ed, “that there were three bottles to a

tA a meeting some years ago

one hundred

—to last from seven to nine in the sum-
mer, and from six to eight in the winter
—*“at which time each member shall pay
the treasurer one shilling for the use of
the box, and sixpence for the benefit of

fixes the hours of the monthly meetings | man that night. Tonight, I venture to

say, it will be three men to a bottle.”
That the old society had due regard

from the beginning to the maintenance

of a correct moral tone is shown by the

following:

(d) The maintenance of the blockade |

the house where the society may meet i
according to appointment.” It might not |at any monthly. meeting, or in club

“Article 12. Taht if any member shall

hours, or at the time of business, pre-

COLLARS |

. 20 cents each.
TOKE BROS. (TMi7ED. MAKERS
MONTREAL TORONTO W!NNIPEG VAKCOUVLR
1

e | cume to blaspheme the name of Al-

mighty God by cursing or swearing, for
every such offence he shall pay for the
first the sum of sixpence, for the sec-
ond one shilling, and sixpence is to be
added at every time the offence may be
repeated, for the use of the box.”

Prohibitory enactments were not pep-
uler in those days of liberty. Privileges
you might have, but you must pay for
them. You were not forbidden to swear,
but merely warned that if you desired
to enjoy that privilege you- must not
come to the meeting without an ample
supply of shillings and sixpences in your
pocket.

The quaintness of some of the original
articles of agreement will be found en-
tertaining. But, to look at the more ser-
ious side jthe members of this North
British Society who assemble today can
look back upon a record of 150 years of
splendid service for the upbuilding of
s

the community in which they and their
forbears have lived. Sometimes ques-
tions are raised as to the usefulness of
'societies of. this character. Sometimes it
is argued that they perpetuate old world
sectional feelings, which are at variance
with the development of our own na-
tional life. Whatever may be the case
elséwhere, the history of the North Brit-
ish and its sister Halifax societies, the
Charitable Irish and the St. George’s,
proves that they tend to keep alive and
to honor the virtues rather than the
prejudices of the mother lands, and to
apply them to the promotion of good
citizenship in our own country.

In no city in the dominion do these
national societies play a larger part In
the life of the community than in Hali-
fax. In no city is there a larger meas-
ure of goodwill and co-operation among
all classes and creeds. The friendly re-
lations between these organiaztions were
happily illustrated on one occasion when,
a new governor-general being about to
land at Halifax, the Scottish, Irish and
English societies united in welcoming
him at a banquet that is well remem-
bered. In all the good work for char-
ity and good citizenship, the senior as-
sociation, the North British, has taken
a foremost part. “A society of this char-
'acter, celebrating its one hund::d end
fiftieth anniversary, is of more than local
interest. The men of Old Scotia, making
their home in the capital of Nova Scotia
and the sons of the Scots of former days,

usefulness in the years to come.

Returning to Work.

It was said last night that 5,000 men
on strike yesterday in New Glasgow
from the Nova Scotia Steel Company,
the Eastern Car Company and the plant
of J. W. Cumming & Son, will return
to work today. The trouble arose over
the employers’ refusal to recognize the
Federation of Labor Union as such. The
strikers have agreed to return to work
pending appointment of a commission
and the result of an investigation.

known carpenter in Moncton, occurred
on Monday at the age of eighty-six
years. He was formerly a resident of
St. John. He was unmarried and had

no relatives in Moncton.

will receive widespread congratulations on:
the splendid record of their national so- .
ciety, and good wishes for even greater .

The death of James Potter, a well

NEWS OF SOLDIERS

W. L. Harding, 152 Watkon street,
West Side, has been advised that his
nephew, Flight Lieutenant George H.
Harding, Royal Flying Corps, 24 years
old, has been missing since March 27.
He was last seen flying over the German
lines. He is a son of George Parker
Harding, formerly of Carleton, bit -
many years a resident of Minneapolis,
" Minn. '

* The names of three New Brunswick
men appear in the midnight casualty
list: Wounded, L. M. Chase, French
Lake; killed in action, H. E. Coles,
Moncton; gassed, D. J. Robson, Har-
vey Station. Y 4

Frank Hibbard of St. George was ad-
vised yesterday - that his son, Edwin
Hibbard, formerly of the 140th battalion,
had been wounded in the head in France.

Word was' received in Sackville on
Tuesday stating that Sergeant John
Fillmore of the 10th battalion, has been
wounded. ’

The University of New Brunswick and
Mount Allison have been asked to sup-
ply a tank crew for the Canadian tank
battalion. The tank crew consists of an
officer and eight men.

Now Is The Time

Carson Garage is the place
to have your Ford car over-
hauled and repaired. All em-
ployes " are experts on Ford
cars, as we specialize on them.

Carson Garage

63 E!m Street, North Ena
TELEPHONE M 3085
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MUTT AND JEFF—JEFF DIDN'T WAN T TO BLOCK THE TRAFFIC - -

(COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY H. C. FISHER, TRADE MARK REGISTERED IN CANADA.)

- - - - -

. BY “BUD" FISHER

POOR HOME LESS
FounD.
IN THE CLOSET

I'M GonwA ADOPT TH
I KEEP T

WON'T HAVE ANY LICENSE
TO Kick UP A Fuss

n\
CAT I

So muTT

SEE CAT ? LITTLE JEFF
HAD A CARPENTER cuT
A HOLE 1A THE DooR
SO You CAN GO INAND
OuUT. 1T wouLd Be A
LITTLE HARD FoR
You To OPEN THE
DooR YOURSELF

T™ME CARPENTER.- HELLO'

HELLO, HELLO ! — cGIVE' ME

IS THISTHE CARPENTER ?
SAY, COME BACK TD THE

House  QUICK '




