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Trying To Hide Behind the Skirts :
of Half a Million Women Voters

[BY H. F. GADSBY.]

OTTAWA, Sept. 15.—The party of
“zood sports” is now emgageq in rail-
roading through Parliament — under
closure—a wartime election act which,
guise or another, proposes
to disfranchise over two million people.
l‘he underlying idea is to increase the
-Borden Government’s chance of win-
nmg .)_‘, stealing as many votes as pos-
sible from the Liberals.

The wartime elections act, which
should really be called ah act to pEo-
mote annexation sentiment in the Do-
Canada, disfranchises in, two
ways—directly and indirectly. 1t 1s|
most dangerous when it disfranchises |
tly. 'Its indirection consists m
a hand-picked minority in and
tVihg an overwhelming majority out.

explicit, there are perhaps two
women voters in Canada who

be entitledq to cast a ballot at
ext general election, if they were

1 to the franchise. The war-

1e election act chooses, out of these

million possibles, about half a mil-

oldiers’ wives, widows, mothers,
rs and daughters, but bars the
to the other million and a half
en who have mot had the bitter

sending their men folk to the
but who have been doing their
same, helping the Red

g funds and one way |

er assuming their share of the,
war.,
artime elections act—such are |

figures—enfranchises half a!
n women but leaves a million and |
- out. When one comes to com- |

hali million women who are

in with the million and a half
who are deliberately left out,
s constrained to admit that the
;u'"w‘xcm loyalty, zeal for the war
ind moral character of the three quar-
who are left out is at least equal

» that of the one quarter who are
taken in. One surmises that a popu-
ar amendment to the bill would be to
zive every adult woman in Canada the
vote on the same terms as the men. If
this is not done, about one million and
good, wholesome Canadian wo-

letting
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ter

a half

were not loyal enough to be
with the vote in war time. Will
t still under this odium?
true that many of these women
e excluded would vote Liberal,
Government, as conscious of
as the Borden Government says
s ought not to fear anything like that,
‘‘good sports’ all they ought to
fair play. The women of Can-
be able to decide whether a
election act that leaves a mil-
a half women out end takes
in, is fair play or not.
franchise a million and
women meets with
rust and indignation |
Liberals. On conscription |
honest differences of!
in the Liberal party in the|
House of Commons, but on this in-
\mrt.’xilm"nt of liberty there is
difference at all. With one or two
ceptions the Hm)mmon is agreed that |
is essentially vicious and an
on our deniocracy.
member put it, ‘‘freedom un- |
jorden Government, broadens |
m precedent to precedent un- |
nks to Arthur Meighen’s size,”
is much truth in the para-

sted
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cription looked like an is-|

government was in the!

Liberals were askeq to .Q‘n

the Borden Governmeft.

and all rejoicing now

not throw in their lot

tempter and associate them- |

with who could cook up

1famous legislation. They ‘are |

giad, as manly men, that they

t tie = with the combination |
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appoint them. |

he class who are

people

| to choose Canada in preference to the
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deeply affected by the high cost of
livi which is primarily due to the
Borden Government’s alliance with
food profiteers like Sir Joseph Flavelle.
They will hardly .vote for the Govern-
ment that grants them a separation
allowance only to hand it over to the
cold storage pirates who are waiting |
to pounce upon it. i

Having disfranchised a million and!
a half women, simply by not mention- |
ing them, the wartime election act next
proceeds to disfranchise about fifty |
thousand presumably loyal male citi-
zens for the sole reason that they are
of foreign birth. The clauses which
| exclude naturalized aliens of fifteen
vears’ standing as British subjects is
not only a direct assault on our free
institutions, but alsp a gross breach of
faith,

These men came to this country un-
der promise that they would haye
rights here which were denied them in
their native land—and the chief right
of all was the right to vote, to exercise
a citizen’s duty in electing a respon- |
sible government. Another thing, these |
men catme to Canada for, was to es
cape the curse of war which has hung|
over Kurope for centuries. They
thought that Canada, guarded on
three sides by the inviolable sea, and
on the fourth by the greatest democ-
racy in the world, would be free of it.
Moreover, they did us the compliment

o \\“
\\\\.\

better advertised virtues of the United|
States, because no doubt they consid-
ered DBritish institutions more stable,
than American ones, and life and prop-
erty safer under the Union Jack than
under the Star Spangled Banner.

All these years they have been law-
abiding citizens of the country which
they sought as a refuge. Their views|
on war did not change when they]
changed their skies. The hate and
fear of it was in théir blood, pat there |
by the horrors o6f a thousand years. |
And now because they still hate war,
their constitutional rights are to be|
taken away. On the pretext that they |
are not to be trusted, they are de-
prived of their votes but are still al-|
lowed to pay the taxes which make
the continuation of the war possible.

That they are disloyal, because they |
are not keen on war, is not a final|
statement. Many of their sons have
enlisted, and are fighting for freedom,
Canada #.nd the British Empire. There
are magy Galicians in the ranks, Many
Canadian citizens with German names
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offered, and many were refused. Many |
who succeeded in enlisting were sent]
back when they got to England. The
enemy-aliens, so-called, were at least
as eager to do their duty as the native-
born Canadians.

It is a safe guess that any enemy
alien who is bad enough not to be al-
lowed to vote is bad enough to be in-
terned. Nobody would object to a
franchise act which would exclude in-
terned aliens or such as refuse to take
the oath of allegiance when asked. To
go further than that is to #respass on
our charter of freedom. Uncle Sam,
who has had experience with all sorts
of aliens for 140 years back, has never|
dealt with them by taking away Lheir{
votes. His belief is that the cure for
democracy is more democracy, but the|
Borden Government thinks the other|
way about. Its idea of rule ﬂw
horsewhip.

)_\fu-r trt’xc war is over Uncle Sam wm|
be able to say, ‘I took away nobody’s |
vote. Canada will have to say, ‘I did,
but it was because Sir Robert Borden
wanted to win an election.”” The new |
friend from Europe, hesitating between
Canada and the United States will say,
“Me for th.‘ United States where my |
vote is safe.”

The wartime election act is fraught;
with apprehensions the immigrant|
'mru Europe He naturally say

“If they ta,ke away my wote they m'\y,
awse my propert ext. And
indeed, w:m s to pre e*nt. A govern-

that will do the one would hard-
at the other.
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} THE PLOT AGAINST AGATHY.

Nelson
Mrs

Grandma and her married
Wharton, sat on the
and confidential chat,

thy Wharton, nineteen ye?rs old |

n close

wughter of Mrs. Whartoff, was

n the hammock under an |

| Breat

ask you,” queried "r.uulun |
matter with Agathy? Here !
een years md and a good- |

and 1 can't understand
hasn had an offer of mar-
Doesn’t she like men, as a |

the

ninet

ithy is a very hard girl in sothe |
" the mother replied. “‘She |
s and di: at almost the |
There are plenty of \mmg’
ound here who would be glad to
the house, but she dislikes most |
She doesn’ like one for
mustache, and another for|
one In one case, the|
eyebrows are too high, and

12 doesn’t think his nose !

. ''hese are whims, of

hope that she will get |

and by, but I see no|

ces

nce
Ii

ou know it's all mmngo’d‘
7 to go down to Cuba with me.
to talk with you about !}.c"
love Suppose she should
t on the steamer a young man who |
ier ideal—a young man whom I|
I recommend in every way. Would
ppose it if s fell in love?"
\ -0,"”” was the slow reply. ‘“But I|
1d w ant you to be sure that he was |

tell you something
back. I have a dis-
nose name  is Charles
1 fact, hé has made my home
for the last year, while get-
to graduate as a civil en-
is a model young man in
spect, and about 22 years of
him so well that I am go-
) him: something in my will.
1ww I am going to leave Agathy
1g, and, if they should fall in
and be married, they would have
a fortune to start life on.”’
uld be nice, but how will

! 1estion

I will
ave kept

lative w

like

eave

ueet? ‘
he’'s going over with me. You
on business, and shall

um going

ay long. 1 don't want Agathy to
ghything about him until we have
and then I will introduce them, |
e him a good character. I know
Agathy to know that she
itée him if she thought we had
A plot,

about

have to take your zha.m‘hs,[
hink she hag ideals about |
though she won’'t admit _ it. |
rton ig the idecal she has been |
r, it will be all right; if he is
won’t give him ten minutes of
ention, no matter what you say
favor. Does he know he is go-
meet her?”’
have thrown out hints to that

you ¢an throw out some more |
he can be prepared for
and thus not be too much

of sailing came

and Agathy Wharton

first persons to go on

a cast an eye around

dm_omr&d that Mr. Burton

early bird.
and a

to give 1

Miss

eve

m a sign in the
Agathy let nothing
and soon detected the
it her eyes rested upon
a few seconds.

second day out, and no
i taken place yet, when
n got ready to spring
¢ le was going to have the
itroduction come about 4n a very
and natural way and with a
romance mixed in. While Miss
thy was seated on - her steamer |
ir on deck with the Atlantic ocean
over and over around her, the
oi¢ fox took from le. «teamer
teun she hal peecild fer
ecasion. Tt did not take her quite
an hour to wind it up and see
that it started off in goed fashion.
Then she made several experiments as

to how far away the ‘ticking could be

zical
~ o

{ him.

| other young man,

| ascended to the deck. Then she walk-!

and a cast in one m»‘
What do you think of | ed
horror.

if | the other young man stayed at home| Win the war awill

{ and Grandma Nelson does not ¢~\acL1y\
understand how

e} {3 esmmmm{] Y i cmmmm [}

says. He is quite as weary as Kaiser
Bill will be shortly.

He did not | Which is our idea of the toughest job
ss her because she |in captivity.
| vou wait do not conduce to a
family life.

50 years of age would be wise to adopt

a milk diet. Rubbing that second child-
hood idea in a little,

for traitors. It looks as if the grave-

diggers there are going to have a very
busy autumn.

we read. Good is coming out of the
war, at that.

of the newspaper stuff
which makes the Swedes quite

she
Miss |
10ck (o |

V\Hh]‘

this

up

a ¢
famiiliarly

whose age|

i

both good- |

siied about
and hunted
her quite
rather
young man

When
deck

sa
on
Agathy. It
find her talking
a. good-looking
was apbout 22 He was |
looking and entertaining, and he was|
evidently pleased with the girl bexldal‘

i

gave

Only three chalirs away sat Mr. Bur-
ton. He was looking very solemn. He
ought to have been in the piace of the
but he wasn’t, and
the situation made him sad. He was
wishing he knew not what when/|
Grandma Nelson appeared and !
the girl a sign to follow her.
they had reached the cabin, she h
up her finger and whispered: |

‘“Keep cool, Agathy! We are in very
danger, but keep cool!”

“\\‘eﬂ‘ [ am cool,” was the ¢ool
ply. ‘Are we going to be blown up by|
a submarine?”

‘““As bad as that, Agathy. Some one |
has placeq a clockwork bomb in my!
trunk and, at a set moment, it will|
blow up :md sink the ship and all of
us with jt. How anyone got in here
to place the bomb is beyond me, but
you can hear the ticking of the clock.
What shall wedo?"”

“Why, that trunk must go overboard
without delay,” calmly replied the girl,

“But we dare not touch it! You go
on deck again and g0 to the third
chair from where you are sitting and
speak to the young man in it Tell
him to come down here at once, as
there is work here for a brave man. I
was looking at him the other day and
he is the stuff of which heroes are
made."

Agathy turned without a word and

i)
eld |

re- |

ed straight to the young man whom
she had been sitting beside when call-
ed, and sald to him: i

“There i a clockwork bomb in grand- |
{ ma's steamer trunk, and it may ex-
plode in a minute. She ants the|
trunk thrown cw:rboa.rrl to avert a
8reat disaster.’ i

“Certainly, certainly,’”” was the reply,
and he followed her to the stateroom.

Grandma opened her mouth to pro-
test that it was the wrong hero, but,
before she could utter a word, the
trunk was picked up and carried on}
deck, and a heave overboand sent it
floating away on the green billows.

There had been amazement among|
the passengers to see a new steamer|
trunk go overboard but no explana-|
tions were made at the time. That is, |

ne explanations were made until \Imm
Agathy again stood in the presence of
Grandma Nelson, who could hardlv'
speak for her sobs, but whe managed |
to exclaim: .

““And that trunk contained all myi
wardrobe and what T am to do with-|
out it, heaven only knows. Why didn’t]|
you brmg the young man I told \oul
to!"

‘“Why, that young man With red hair |
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ated and went

and married Miss Agathy Wharten,
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talk about fusion ¢andidates has been

! confusion.
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A lot of folks who are shocked by
things on a Midway applaud loudly
Jvhen the bathing suits of the girls
“€onsist of one small handkerchief,
®* 2 &
A Russian general shot himself. That’'s

about the only way a lot of Russians
will ever appear in the casualty lists.

Villa is tired of fighting, a dispatch

* %
Kerensky is again bo:s in Russia,

Revolutions thade while £ % »
happy Sweden may fire its king and join

the Allies. That’s about the brightest
. %

thi that has ever come out of Swe-
A health expert says that men over!| el

| den.
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Our old friend contributes the fol-
old boy. lowing: Sl
Much of the high cost of living i1s due
to criminal speculation in the neces-
saries of life. . 4

What worries businessmen in Ger-

many is loss of foreign trade. That has
been complete.

* %
Russia will restore tha death penalty

* % x

Snobbery has vanished in England,

* & »

It will be many a long year before

the trade mark “Made in Germany' will
again attract much bmﬂness.
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* % %
The Swedes are having quite a share
these

“de- |

in isfactorily

|

1

or be finished themselves.
They have no other alternative,
* Kk

After what the world has learned of

Prussian military methods and designs,
any call for a compromising peace
simply treasonable.

* * %

An Ttalian aviator expert declares

| that before the war is over huge war-

|

About all that has come out of the| Planes will be flying across the Atlan-

tic. Well, here’s
be going east.

3 hoping they will all be
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