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he coK)peration of both the representatives of the classes and ut

S^arr«T^"-°^ '^ '?''":. Thus evenly balanced that constitu-onal system ,s perfectly adapted to a free people and especiallyto a young nationhood such as that of the Canadian Dominion!
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^^'^'^Sislative freedom guaranteed by the consti-
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.''5°ade"mg down from precedent to precedent" through

hi viLT^'"*t°^ *'.^^* centuries, and, with his seer-like gift.
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tlhat great millenium of peace and happiness foretold by the im-mortal laureate :

"When the war-drums beat no more,
'

And the battle-flags are furl'd,
In the Parliament of man,

The Federation of the world.

"

THE CONFEDERATION IDEA.

To attain that grand and general federation McGee saw that
t was necessary to solidify the world^ngirdling Empire of Bri-
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^-"P'^* ^°"*"»'"t« to the con-struction and permanent stability of the whole edifice, it wasnecessary to confederate the various provinces in one T^atb^ndof political wedlock, in the premier colony-the colony desti^d

M °'f". u
*'""«^'' *° ^^"^ the store-hou.se of tli civi i^

sTrant nf"' "Tm
" " '"^ ^-'^^'-^tion of this Dominbn the^

and h?n^L" T^'^f ^"^ P'-^^P^'-ity, of boundless freedomand happiness, and in that grand consummation he beheld themost powerful example and most irrefutable argument that menot the coming generation could present, when asking for Ireland

ci^l^n ' r '^'*^ '".*' «^'«»''''«tive autonomy. Thus his prin-cipjes in Canada were in perfect harmony with his aims in Irelandand his attitude in Ireland (like that of Duffy) mere7/^inted "l
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*"*''^'^' *° '^ ^«"'* °f British con.stitu-

tional greatness in this young country.

McGEE'S TRAGIC END.

In his early years his motixes were misunderstood by the
political opponents of his country's cau.se. and as the victim ofthat misunderstanding he was driven into exile. In his later

St ^T'r T'^ '?''»i"^S«=d hy men who had not his keenW~r ^ i^ '^ r'"" "^ ''•"' ''^" «•*«* honesty of purpS^and perhaps a too frank expression of opinions, that time has f^Uy


