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There if< found in n.itim' a Rpeat variety of coninttumb of

carbon, not only in the seilumntary .strata of all ages, hut also in

crystalline rocks, in igneous and volcanic rocLs, in M-unis and
veiufs through all these, and even in tneteorites.

All these carhon-conipounds have been assigned by many
geologists to the one and the .same Origin, namely: -an organic
origin, from the decomposition or distillation of either animal or

vegetable organic matter entoridied in the .strata, and they have
all lieen grouped and classed in the one and the same series of

compounds of carbon.

This organic origin caimot of course hold good for the natural

carbon-com{)ouiids found in crystalline rocks, in igneous and
volcanic rocks, in volcanic gaseous einanations. in metallic seams
and veins where they are intimately a.ssociated with sucii minerals

as quicksilver for in.stance, and also when they are found in meteor-
ites. It has, therefore, always seemed to me that this idea of

only one natural series of compounds of carbon with an organic
origin, is so clearly at variance with so many well known geo-

logical facts and physical laws that I cannot cease to wonder
how it is possible for such a huge error to have taken the firm root

it has in the science of geology. In two papers which I read before

this Institute, one nine years ag(j (') and one six years ago (^),

1. Joum. Can. Min. Inst., Vol. Ill, 1900, pp. 68-89.
2. Joum. Can. Min. Inst., Vol. VI. 1903. pp. 73-12X.


