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\.—.John Goldit, Bolaniit.

By G. U. Hay, Ph.R, MA.

(Kea<l June 23rd, 1HU7.)

It ife not inappropriate, in connection with the Cabot celebration, to
introduce tiie name of Johi. (lolilie, botanist, who, 80 years ago. in June,
1817, at the instance of Sir Win. Ho<iker, left Leilh and sliortlv alte.-

landed in Halifax to make invest igalicmw of the flora of Canada ami the
United States. Hio researches were rewarded by the discovery of many
new plants, but most of these unfortunately were lost in tran8i)ortatioii to
Great Britain

;
and his notes, containing sketches and descriptions of his

discoveries, were destroyed by tire at a later date. Sufficient, however,
has been handed down to show his great industry in botanical research,
and the importance of his discoveries. He had many of the character-
istics, too, of the discoverer. Ufa hardy constitution, fearless disix)sition,

patient in his investigations, accurate in his judgments, and with a fond-
ness for his favourite science that no fatigue or discouragements ctuikl over-
come, he is not unworthj- of a j)lace amonj^- those brave spirits of the old
world who became the pioneers of research in Canada.

It is to be regretted that the botanical journal in which Mr. <Toldie

kept a i-ecoi'd and descriptions of the plants discovered, was destroyed.
A <liary of a journey thi-ough Upper Canada and some of the Northern
States in 1819 has been preserved, and was published this year (I8!t7) in

Toronto. A list ofthe new and rare plants found by Mr. Goldie during hi»
two years' explorations in Americu was published in the Edinhunih Pliil-

o-«,phiral J'jurnal for Ajjril, 1822. This contains a luief account of his

jou'-ney with descriptions of new j)]ants. To both of these the writer has
had access, and with additional information kindly furnisbed bv .Mr.

James Goldie, of Guelph, Ontario, son of the botanist, and himself
a botanist and horticulturist, he has obtained materials for this sketch,
which, meagre in regard to .scientific information of his researches, miiy
be found to possess some interest to botanical and general students, inter-

woven as it is, to some extent, with the purpo.se that biings the sucietv
together at this time and place.

During his lifetime Mr. Goldie carried on an extensive correspond-
ence, particularly after he came to Canada to reside, with many prom-
inent botanists of the old world, and especially with his friend. Sir Win.
Hooker. But no permanent record of the results of this correspondence
has been preserved, except such sis has found its way into the published
writings of these botani.sts. to which, however, no access has been pos-

sible in the prepanition of this memoir.
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