
4a(iB uat inattCT, «ays Scnoca, liow man.y, but li„w y,i^udhuokt>yuuUn^e.
mm:, therelbre, you luect witl» a j-uod book, treat it a.s you would a
gwd frwnd: let it be your frecjiK-ut couipauioiu Cecil did so a.ij.
devoted a «helf' for what he called bis tried book». Tliin «holf HhoulJ
be the best Hou-lit in >our library. Faithlully read, they will afford
you more satisfaction and i)roUt than were you to skin> over thous.ivJs.
of volumes, j)erused liurrk^dly and wnreflectin-ly. The jxiet's wJl-
kuown reconimeudation, to " drink deep or ta»tc rjoi the Pierian
spring," as«uni<!S i)erhai)S inereiw^ed sigiiificance in our day tlie <.reat
pa>ssion of which seeni» to be to actiuife knowlctjoe without labor

.

feelf-deceiving, men will be unmindful that uneomproniisin- ,^ff-ort and
patient tod areinseixirable conditions »f all oxcellenco, and that tliLs first
law of our constitution is irresistible.. Eschew, then, that luea^ ..Jane-
i«g at pcrwdicals and superficial re^idin- of ,,<.p,^av works, that "lover
yet fastened the b:iys and laurels aroainl the student's brow. Follow the'
contrary course, and seek wisdom for herself alone. Th^ pleasures slie-
bestows never terminate in a sigh ; a.:d though slie be usually grave yet
does she not always exclude the sportiveness of wit, thov^i she Inay
condemn ,ts unbridled lie^>nse and malignity. You will .dso renuire
^er as a lamp for your guidance in other directions. The literature of
the present day exhibits,, perhaps uiore tlian ever before,, a tendency to
question opinioiKJ however established by the lapse of agc^

; to overturn
every tlnug, no n^atter ],mv sacred it be deemed, that cannot be imme-
diately srpared with the views of hasty objectors. Now if stagnation
be opposed, a» it undoul>tedly is, to that universal law whieli secures
both mental andl pliysieal development, its reverse quality, aciivity
must, evidently, be good and proper. Yet, wh.. yon see this activity
perverted into wrong dian«els,and elevated ignoranct. and p.esumptioi,
run-a-muck at tliose greaC fundamental tratlis whidi the whole civilized
world avouches, it were well to re&ct whether by the hasty and incon-
siderate removal of the old land marks, there is not danger of fallin-^
into an abyss oT utter confusion and darkness,. At the same time i'^

were well to bethink you that each and all of you have fitting and
legitHuate guides to open your eyes to the danger, and to warn you
trom it And you will evince at once the goodness of jour heart and
the wisdom of your head by ever exhibiting that respect for the teach-
ers oi religion, of whatsoever mime they k^ whi^h their sacred vocation
demands.

That thoroughness of study and acquirement to whicli I have just
i^eterred as opposed to superficiality,, would imply that to excel, it were-
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