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Crow nation. His lodge was full of robes ; his wives,

by whom he allied himself to the leading families,

were always well fed, well dressed, and well behaved.

When he came home with his Dog Soldiers he always

returned in triumph, with ban'^s of stolen horses,

scalps in plenty.

Long afterward, when he was an old man, Jim
told his adventures to a writer, who made them into

a book, and in this volume he tells the story of Fine

Leaf, an Indian girl. She was little more than a

child, when, in an attack of the Cheyennes upon the

village, her twin brother was killed. Then, in a

passion of rage and grief, she cut off one of her

fingers as a sacrifice to the Great Spirit, and took

oath that she would avenge her brother's death, never

giving herself in marriage until she had taken a hun-

dred trophies in battle. The warriors laughed when
she asked leave to join them on the war-path, but Jim
let her come with the Dog Soldiers.

Kapidly che learned the trade of war, able as most

of the men with bow, spear and ^un, running like an

antdope, riding gloriously; and yet withal a woman,
modest and gentle except in battle, famed for lithe

grace and unusual beauty.

" Flease many me," said Jim, as she rode beside

him.

"Yes, when the pine leaves turn yellow."

Jim IliOught this over, ahd complained that pine

leaves do not tum-yellttw.

"Fliiasel" he said.

" Y*s," answered Fine Leaf, " when you ste s rtd-

IfeaAd liidibi."


