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significance. It points to a system exactly like the

American. The pre-Mohammedan Arabic was the

most splendid and important survival of primi-

tive religion in any historic race on the Eastern

Hemisphere.

It is proper here to explain the position of spirits

in the Indian systems. All the first people are con-

ceived as having bodies as well as spirits. When
we speak of a spirit appearing to a sorcerer or

" doctor," it is understood that that spirit has left

its body temporarily and will return to it. There

are no spirits without bodies save an exceptional few

who at the time of the metamorphosis of the first

people lost the bodies which had belonged to them

in their primal condition and received no new bodies

at their fall. This loss of bodies was inflicted as

a punishment. These desolate disembodied spirits

wander about now in mountains and lonely weird

places. Uncanny in character, they are seen rarely,

and then only by sorcerers.

A good deal has been given to the world of late

on mythology by able writers who with good ma-

terials would attain good results ; but as the mate-

rials at their disposal are faulty, much of their work
with all its cleverness is mainly a persistent pouring

of the empty into the void.

We have seen attempts made to show that real

gods have been developed by savage men from their

own dead savage chiefs. Such a thing has never

been done since the human race began, and it could

never have been imagined by any man who knew


