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Besides, in this voyage we doe not crosse the burnt line,*

whereby commonly both beuerage and victuall are corrupted, and

mens health very much impayred, neither doe we passe the frozen

seas, whicn yeelde sundry extreame dangers : but haue a temper-

ate climate at all times of the yeere, to serue our turnes. And
lastly, there neede no delayes by the way for taking in of fresh

water and fewell, (a thing vsually done in long iournies) because,

as I sayd aboue, the voyage is not long, and the fresh waters

taken in there, our men here in England at their returne home

haue found so wholesome and sweete, that they haue made

choise to drinke it before our beere and ale.

Behold heere, good count rymen, the manifold benefits and

commodities and pleasures heretofore vnknowen, by Gods especiall

blessing not onely reueiled vnto vs, but also as it were infused

into our bosomes, who though hitherto like dormice haue

slumbred in ignorance thereof, being like the cats that are loth

for their prey to wet their feet : yet if now therefore at the last

we would awake, and with willing mindes (setting friuolous

imaginations aside) become industrious instruments to our selues,

questionlesse we should not only hereby set forth the glory of

our heauenly father, but also easily attaine to the end of all good

purposes that may be wished or desired.

And may it not much encourage vs to hope for good successe

in the countrey of the Sauages, being a naked kinde of people,

voyde of the knowledge of the discipline of warre, seeing that a

noble man, being but a subieet in this realme (in the time of our

king Henry the second) by name Strangbow, then earle of

Chepstow in South Wales, by himselfe and his allies and assistants,

at their owne proper charges haue passed ouer into Ireland, and

there made conquest of the now countrey, and then kingdome of

Lynester, at which time it was very populous and -strong, which

History our owne chronicles do witnesse : And why should we
be dismayed more then were the Spanyards, who haue bene able

within these few yeeres to conquer, possesse, and enioy so large

a tract of the earth, in the West Indies, as is betweene the two

tropikes of Cancer and Capricorne, not onely in the maine firme

land of America, which is 47. degrees in latitude from South to

North, and doth containe 2820. English miles at the least, that

the king of Spaine hath there in actuall possession, besides many

* Equator.


