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^r
riicy lii'st rise to our \*U'\v, like ii iiKtniiiiL!; stai" tVoni

II loui^' nii!;lit of (larkiu'ss n\u\ l>;1ooiii, aixnit the iii'uldlc

of tlic l(')tli ccutui'y, midci' till' lui^iis of irciii'v \'III.,

'^ liloodv J\rar\' " and her milder, Net ItiiJ'otcd micccss-

ni', Klizalx'tli, all claimiiiL;' to \tv head of the visihlc

(Mnii'cli, liaviiiij;' the ri^-lit to determine her doi-ti'iiU'S

and forms of worshi]). The l*iiritaiis joined issue just

here, and claimed the I'i^'ht to worsliip (iod ;u'(.'ordiiiL;-

to the dictates of their own eonscieiiee. 'I'liis was

theii' ij,Teat distineti\(' ])rincii»le. They rcL^'arded the

human sou! as ahovi^ evT'i'vthinii;—above all material

i^randeur, above edicts and compacts—and nothiuL;' must

come between it and God. Their views found little

syni[»atliy in Eni^land, and they left, after much ojjpo-

sition and trial, for Holland, where the ])rincij)les of

the Iteformation ha<l taken deeper root. This proved

not to he their liome. God had vaster designs for them

to accomplish than they themselves had even conceived.

The grand fiehl of theii' mission was to he on this newly-

discovercid continent.

At the time of their leavinii; the (^Id World, the

nations of Europe were tossing like the waves of tlx;

sea, lathed into violence by the breath of a miiihtv

wind, or disturbed fi'oni their long repose, as by soine

fearful volcanic agencw

The tluMisand years of darkness, during which the

continental millions hml been Ivinix crushed and ]iar;i-

lyzed, had been invaded by the living s])irit of the

Reformation, and the great heart of humanity had been


