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with regard to the Highlands of Scotland^) he en-

deavoured to JefTcn the Attachment of the Vaflala

to their Lords \ and by the famous Aft of the ele-

venth of his Reign, provided for their Indemnifi-

cation, in cafe they adhered to him or the King for
the 'Time being j whereby they were fecured from ail

Forfeiture of their I^nds, even though their Lord
was of the contrary Party, and they were obliged

by their Tenures to follow him in his Rolling, on
Pain of Forfeiture, if they neglecled. Hen, VIII.

finilhed the Work, which his Father had begun,

of dcmolifhing the Power of the Barons. The Bi-

fliops and Abbots held by Baronyy and had an inii-

nite Number of Vaflals } who, like thofe of r.ners,

were obliged to follow them or their Lieutenants

into the Field : And they had in all Times been

ftrenuous Aflertors of the Caufe of Liberty, and
had, on Occafions of defending it by Arms, gene-

rally joined with the Barons. The King got a Par-

liament to fupprefs all the Abbeys and Monafteries,

and he found himfclf Pretences and Means to get

almoft all the Bilhops Manors into his Hands. Thus
ended in a manner all the real military Power
of the Barons, except what remained in the Hands
of 2 or 3 Lords of tlie Scotch Marches^ who for-

feiting in the Reign of Qiieen Elizabethy it hath

been fince totally extinguiflied.

Henry VJII. indeed gave away, or fold for a

Trifle, all the Church and Abbey Lands, which
coming to be the Property of Commoners, ren-

dered them much more confiidcrable than they were

before, and extended their Power, particularly as

to the giving of Money in Parliament. Bur as the

Divifion of Power always makes it lels, or lefs ca-

pable of being exerted •, as that which in 40 or 50
Hands would have a mighty Influence, comes to

have very littje when fplit into as many Thoufands,

for want of Union among the Parties, through the

3 Diver-


