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In improving the fubjcck of this difcourfe, ac*

cording to the defign of our affcmbling to day, our
attention will be confined to the two following in*

ferences : that we have great occqfion^ and great en-

couragement, for humiliation, failing and prayer.

I,—If we review and apply the fubjeft, we find

great occafion to engage in the duties for which we
confccrate the day.

As a nation, have we not done evil in the fight

of the Lord, and provoked him to anger by refuung

to obey his voice P He has long been fpeaking to

us, not only in his word, and in his dealings with
other nations ; but in his providence toward us as

a people. By the unexampled profperity and long

continued peace, which we have heretofore enjoy*

cd, he fljowcd that he delighted in us to do us good-

But how ungratefully have we abufed his blefftngs

!

Hardened by profperity, we have perverted the

richefft favors of his providence as occafions of fin.

It has been fliown, that a free people refufe to obey
the voice of God, when, in eledmg men to fill the of-

fices of government, they pay no regard to the caufe

of religion ; when they uphold rulers in the abufe

of their power ; and when the principles and man-
ners of the people are greatly corrupted. Now, in

exerclfing the right of election, have we duly re-

garded the honor of God, and the caufe of truth

and righteoufnefs ? Have we not forgotten or con-

teiiined fome of the plaiiieft precepts of God's
tj^ord ? Inftead of tskiiig fpecial heed to ourfelves,

that We chOofe good men, who fear God and hate

G^yvfetoufifiefs, and who would be a terror to evil

do^rs atid a praife and Encouragement to them that

do well, have not the body of this people bcca ac-


