
B4 DTI. KANrKL WILSOX ON

locality sucli its this; vvIum'c the vivcr hiis nirnin hronuhl In liuht rudi' iinplcmciHs (Inn

clmi'iiitcrisc iiii almos'. primitive people f lint, iissiuainu; that the various iin]>leiiiiiii.

Ihshioiied Iiy a htricliy pre-gliicial i)eople have boon totally destroyed hy the irnshinir i'or

of the 'glacier. Mild thai the speciiiieiis now iirodiiced were not lironiiht I'rinn a distaine, iiimv

they i)ol 1)1' referred to an early rare tha', driven southward liy the encroaehini,^ iee, dwi'l

lit the loot ()!' the >rlaeier. and diirinif their sojourn here these implements were lost !''*

Tlu> opinions thus set forth in th(> (Irst p\il)lished aeeounl of Dr. Ahhott's discoveric'

have sinee Ix'on lonsideralily niodilied, in so far as the yeolouieal aiie of the tool-bearia

liTavel of the Delaware valley is concerned. In his earlier pul)licalions, he assumed as ii"

loiii^'er (jueslionahle, the existence of inter-pflacial, if not pre-ulacial, man on this contiin :ii

In his more matured views, as set forth in his " I'rimitive Industry," hi> speaks of " ha\ iic

been seriously misled hy the various geoloii'ical reports that purport to triv<', in pro|i.r

seipieueis the respective au'cs of the several strata ol' <lay, u'ravel, ))oul<lers. and sand.

throuii'h which the river has linallv worn its chanmd to the ocean level ;"t no that he liii>

iniibahly ascrijjed too u'reat an antiquity to the peculiar ihuss ol' stono im])lements brouiilii

to liiihl in the river-a'ravels of Xew Jersey. Dr. Al)liott, aciordinu'ly, now slates as his nimv

matured lonclusion, conlirme(l by the reports of .some of the most experienci>d ureoloiiiciil

ob.sorvers. on whose jndu'ment he relies, that tin' Trenton gravel, in which alone the turtle-

back celts have thus liir been Ibund, is a iiost-ii'lacial river deposit, made at a time when

the river was largt>r than at present; and is the most ri!cent of all tin; formations ot tJic

Delaware.f Here, however, the term "recent" is employed altogether relatively; and iil-

Though Dr. Abbott no longer claims in the discovery of the stone implements oft he gravel

beds n(»ar Trenton, Now Jersey, ovidoueo of the existence of num on thi' American eonlineni

before the close of the (tlacial period, he still refers the Trenton u'ravel tool-makers to an

era which, at the lowest computation precedes by thousands of years the earliest historiral

glimpses of AssT,Tia, I'^gypt, or wherever among the most ancient nations of tho old world

the bi'iiinnina's of history can be traced.

The disclosures of Dr. Abbott claim a special importance among tho fruits of archico-

loiiical rescan h on this rontinont from tho fact that they furnish the first well-authentieated

results of systematic roseareb based on the scientific analogies of European arehieolouy

For it is well for us to bear in remembrance that the evidein'os of the antiquity of man in

I'mrope do not rest on any number of chance disclosures. It is a simple procedure to diL'

into a Celtic or Saxon barrow, and find there the implements and pottery of its builders.

But anhioolouists have leariu'd to recogiiiz<' the palieolithic implements as not less charin-

teristic of certain post-pliocene deposits than the paheontolon-y of the same geologic id

formation. The river-drift and cave deposits are characterized by traces of contemporaneou.<

life, as shown in the examples of primitive art from whiidi they receive the name of the

tool-bearing drift or gravel ; just as older geological formations have thoir idiaract(>risiii

animal, and vea'etable fossils. The specific character of the tool-bearing gravel of tin-

French drift having been determined, geologists and anhieologisls have sought for Hint

implements in corresponding English strata, as they would seek for tho fo.s.sils of the same
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