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pretty sore, so wlitii \\v were k;i\iny, I slioxcd liiin

in tlic ruck with a loiin- hoard Iroiii oW the after deck.

They tr! d to arrest me then. I)ut the skii)j)er told

lue to u(> forward and tret my ucar ifoinij and th.y

wouhln't know who had done it. I liid in this way

nntil we were clear of the port, hut they eahled ahead

of us and the authorities tried to take nie oil' at

(Gibraltar. Our skipfier sa\(.(l me sonieliow. thoutjh

I do not know exactly how. This is just a smi'tlc of

the scrapes sailors ^et into.

Tlie various navies differ in many ways, hut most
of the ditferences would not he noticed hy anyone
hut a sailor. Every sailor has a fjreat deal of respect

for [he Svvedcs and Xorwei^nans and Danes; they are

h(M-n sailors and are very daring, hut, of course, their

navies arc small. 'I'he Germans were always known
as clean sailors ; that is, as in our navy and the liritish,

their vessels were ship-shape all the time, and were
run as sweet as a clock. Sonic of tl:c navies of

Southern Kuropc are not so notable in this respect.

'l"he IJritisJi and (.crman sailors arc strt)n!4- on tradi-

tion, and are considered superstitious. A man fT<-'ts

his ratings with them more for aije and experience,

while in our na\y and in that of France skill counts
for more than time in ser\ice.

There is no use comparing the various navies as
to which is best; some are better at one thing and
some at another, 'i'he British navy, of course, is the
largest, and nobody will deny that at most things


