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THE COMMERCIAX/.

Co-Operation in the United Kingdom.

The co-operative societies of the United
Kingdom held their annual congross at Bristol
recontly. The president, in his opaniog ad-
dress, said that he looked with the greatest
satisfaotion at the marvelous and rapid strides
that co-operation had made in most pivts of
England and Scotland, Ho was greatly pleased
to nolo that co.opsration was taking a very firm
hold on the poople in South Wales. Indeed,
he ventured to prophesy that Wales would soon
rival Northumberland and Durham in the uni-
versality of co operative slpirit and practice
among the workpeople. 1In the west of Eag-
land they had had a great amount of opposition
to fight against in tho past. At one time co-
operation was only not understood, but it was
misunderstood and misrepresented.  The
wealthy classes belioved it was oppised to
their interost, and the civil law affurded it
no proteotion. Nevertholess, co-operation had
zt last become a prwer in the state, It
was now a state within the satate, and at the

resent day, instead, of the wealvhier olasses
geiug opposed to tho movement, they hid
dukes, marquises, nobls lorde and stately
bishops, wise statesmen, and elognent ministers
of all denominations coming on to their plat-
form and speaking of the movement in the
highestterms.  Referring to tho fa:t that the
general improvemeat which had taken place in
the education of the people had besa of great
advantage to the co-operative niovement by
enabling them to understond it wmors clearly,
he argued the co-operation was the true pan.
acea for the terrible conflicts between capital
and labor.

A leas confident tone marked the portion of
the president’s address in which he referred to
the relatiocs between co-operative distribution
and co-operative produotion. He said it was
right for workmen to start workshops of their
own, 50 that they should reap the fruits of
their own labor, and that the wholesale zociety
should render them all the assistance it could
by purchasiag from them what it did not pro-
duce io its own workshop. But he hoped the
day wasnot far distant when the wholesale
society would produce all it required, and he
hoped the societies would support them in
doing this, for it was far the best and mos$
equitable method of co-operation. The whole-
sale society had become a sighty power for
good, They had now 994 societies federated
together, represen ing 821,600 membera, Taeir
trade ia 1892 amounted to £9,182,822, and
their capital, share aud loan, amounted to
£1,424,551. They employed 5,100 people, and
paid in wages £8,788 a week.

The president said that he was surprised at
co op:rators supporting middlemen, remember-
ing their experience in times gone by, and was
afraid that many who joined their ranks did
not underatand the meaning of the wo:d co-
operation, or they would be more consistent
and would give the movement their entire sup
port.  After all, individual co operators ware
the proprietors of the wholesale. They had
done well, and would do much botter if it were
not for men who were contiinally orying out
that they were not on the right lines. They
all onght to pull together, and their opponents
might then as well attempt to stop tha tide as
to checlk their onward progress. Referring to
the statement sometimes put forth, that the
profits made.belonged to the workmen, and not
to those who found the capital and found the
trade, without which two powers no society
could exist, the president said that he always
understood their movement was for the greatest
good of the greatest number, and that the way
to' make it eo was to divide profits on consump-
tion. The wholesale and the stores did no$ pay
on an average interest at the rate of 5 per cent,,
but some productive societics and industrial
partnerships paid 15 per cent. or more. This
excessive payment for the use of capital was a
much more severe tax on the working people
generally than the loss of bonns was a depriva-
tion to them. The wholesale society was not
¢atablished only for soae 930 workmen, when

they were ~n au averags earning threo tiaes as
much per weok as somo poor laborors were,
but was established for the benefit of every co-.
operator,

As will bs scen by reference to tho aliove
romarks of the prosident of tho congress,
the co.operators aro .still far from tho real
goal of the movement, which is co-oporative

roduction, It 18 still trae, as it has boen
or years past, that the commodities dis.
tributed through the store system are largely
purchased front ordinary priducing estnblish-
menta, This faot is rellected in the prosident’s
expression of the hope that the day will not be
far distant when the wholesals society will
proluce all it requires. This stage {s stirl in
the domain of expectatior rather than of real.
Ization, or, to put it more briefly, co.operative
production lies still in the future as far as the
United Kingdom is concerned. Doubtless
somo progress is being made, but the advance
made ‘since tho movement was inaugurated hos
been s0 moderate, at least as far as co.opera.
tive production is concerned, that it should
have the ecflect of infusing a correxpinding
moderation into the futuro predintions of
confident promoters of economic and social
reform,— Bradstreets.

Facts Abuﬁt"rapioca.

. The plant from which tapioca is obtained is
native of South Amerioa, and oultivated ox.
tensiv-‘y in Brazil a1 also in many pacts of the
East Tadies and Iadian Archipelago, kays a
contemporsry. It is a woody plant, with
slender sta'ks, and grows to ths height of about
eight feet, and is kaown as the Cassavu or
manioe plant. It has smooth, pilmed-shaped
leaves, and bears small, green lowers, which
geow in clusters, with an immense sizid fleshy
root, sometimes weighing as mach as 40 or §0
pounds. Tlhe plant belongs to a highly poison.
ous tribo and is itself one of the most viruleny
of the specier, This poison is found more par.
tieularly in tha juice of the n'aut, a amall quan.
t'ty killing birds, qualrup 4s, and even man
himself, causing cold perspirations, great swell.
ing and coavulsions, generally endiog in death;
but this deleterious substincs is se highly vol.
atile if exposed to heat, or even the open air for
about two days, thas its property is entirely
dissipated.

A Surinam physivian admioistered it, b
way of experiment, to dogs sand cats, whio
died after 25 minures in dreadful agony. Dis.
section proved that it operated by means »f the
nervous system alone—an opinion confirmed by
36 drops being given to & criminal. These had
hardly reached the sto nach when such torments
and convalsions ensued thit the man expired in
six minutes, Three hours afterwards the body
wai opened, when the stomach wai found
shrunk to half its natural size, so that it would
appear that the poisonous principle resides
in the volatile substinze, which may be
dissipated by heat, as, indeed, is satis{ac.
torily proved by ths mode of prsparing the root
for food. '

The root from which tapioca is prepared is of
rapid growth and comes to perfection iu aix
months, and somewhat resembles a huge par-
snip. It is then taken up and washed, and the
rind, which is of a dark color, pzeled off ; then
grated or ground into a pulp, and the pulp
submitted to pressure, by which the jaice.is
expressed and preserved. The mesl or pulp
that remains-in the press heing dried is cslled
eonayus, and is made into brea lor cake, which
is called cassava bread, The expressed juice,
after being allowed to stand, deposits a white
powder, which, after being well washed and
dried, constitntes what is called tapioca flur
or Brazilian arrowroot, and by the French,
nmoussache, All the products of the rootare
nutritious and easy of digestion. The natives
frequently ferment the expressed juice with
molasses and form an Iutoxicating beverage
called onycan, that supplies the place of wine
and beer of the.temperate climate, When

the climate is favorable, the plant is of

a hardy nature and ecasily oultivated.
It requires a dry situation and the land
to bo of goad quality, and will not
well ylold on the same ground two suc.
cessive crops, The mode of planting is from
outtings, and a little moisture is nceded by the
plant at firgt gcowth, Thero are nine different
ngeoios enumerated by botanists but two only
of which are oultivated for human food; thoy
are known a3 tho bitter cassava and the sweet
oassava. Tho two roots are very similar, the
fieat by far the most poisonous, the oniy por-
aeptible diffsrence batween the two roots being
a tough ligneous cord running through tho centre
of the aweot cassava root, which the bitter varie-
tyy ia wholly without,

The Aroma -of Coffes.

The aroma of coffee developes espeocially
during the process of roasting; its fabty oil
oxidizss, is burned, and is.changed into esaent-
fal oil, or oaffeine, o species of ether itat can.
nct bo isolated by distillation, and which we
oan sometimos seo with the naked eye oa the
surface of tho ordinary infusion, But coffse,
like many other natural products, such as wine,
tobacoo and cocos, vequires & certain length of
tiine after boing gathered before it reaches its
full maturity, [Experience has showa that the
dovelopment of its aromatic principle is re-
quired by keoping it in & groen state from one
crrr to another. Bat it is well known that for
about the laat LoIf century the caffeine seems
to be lacking in the infusion of coffee, which
has no louger the exquisite qualities due to its
avoms. If, vow, on ono hand, we consider that
the Eroduct?on of coffee is necessarily limited
by tho conditions of climate requisite for its
growth, and that, on the other hand, the
planter, in order to supply the demand which
is ooustantly on the inorease, is now obliged to
deliver the crop-as soon as it is gathered, we
can do nothing bub infer that the cause of the
degenaration of coffee lies in the fact that it is
supplied to trade too soon, while it has not yet
developed its constituent principles, and par-
tioularly in caffeine,—New York Herald.
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Montreal Iron aﬁd Hardware Markaf.

The j sbbing houses report a fair business in
shelf goods, wire screens, nails, ete., in a job.
bing way, but in heavy material the market is
decidedly quiet.

In pig iron, despite the fact that warrants
have shown more or less fluctuation, the tenor
of advices oparates agiinst any urgency oun the
part of buyers, and the latier are not showing
any. Vaulues are not quotably changed, but it
is quite probable that holdersjof nig iron would
shade to seoure & purchaser. 1n fact, they ure
fceo sollers, and we understand that Summer-
les has besn offered at $17.90 in round lots.
C.\;x;groe is quoted at $17, and No. 1 Siemens
at §18.

Very low offers have been made ~u Canada
plates by sellers who, it is claimed, are dis-
countin% the poasibilities of the market.
Rouad lots of 200 aund 500 boxes have been
offered at $2.45, but we hear of no sales of
small lots under $2.50.

Tnere is littls or nothing doing in tin plate,
C.kes are offured at equal to $3.15 here, and
charcoal at $3.35 to 3.45 for low grades, with
higher grades in proportioa.

Copper is guiet, and 11jcis quoted, but a
round order would secure & shading on this
prica. We quote prices as follows on the
variout lines .~Summerlee,, $18 to 18.50 ;
Eglioton, $17 to 17.25 ; Catnbrue, $17; Sie-
mens No, 1, $18; Langloan, §19 : wrought
soap No. 1, $15 to 18; bar, $1.90 to 1.95.
Tia plat-s, vokes, 33.15 to 3.20; I. C. charcoal,
$3.50 to 4.25 ; Canada plates, $2.50 to 2.60 ;
terne Il)lates, $7.25 te 7.75. Ocford copper,
J113 to 1230 3 ingot tin, 214 to 22¢,

There ie o fair enquiry for leads and painte,
and prices are unchasged.

(lass is steady nader a moderate business at
$1.35, and putty in bulk §1.85,
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