THE CATHOLIC REGISTER,

HAYSO0TH,
The Contonary of the irish Coliene.

In the laat week of the month of
June, 1808, the national oollege of
Maynooth will celebrate the centenary
of ite foundation. For a hundred years
of divine favor and protection the his.
liope, olergy and laity of Ireland, united
as they have evar been in the holy
bonds of faith, will offer to (God the
homage of their gratitude and invoke
at thesewe lime Hinall-powetful aid for
another oentury of struggle in Hias
servioe,

Throughout the greater rrt of the
eighteentls contury the penal laws were
enforoed with the ulmoat rigor all over
Ireland. The Catholio olergy were
exelusively odueated
camo regularly from their churches
and eoll on the Continent to en.
oounter elavery or death in the'~ native
land. In order o ministes to the
spiritusl wants of their afilicted coun.
¢ they were obliged to assume
ali sorte of disguises, from the uniform
of the soldier and the robe of the
physioan so the friene of the peasant
and the rags of the mendicant. In
the midst of barren moors, in the dark
rooesses of woods, hidden in oaverny
or wandering from house to house
through wild mountain glens, they
pursued their ssored mission. In spite
of every device for their destruction
thoy sucoeeded in bafingtheirenemies
and in maintaining schools for the
instruction of Ontholic children. Their
success was so meenifest that in the
early part of the sentury the statute of
William 111. was frequently enforoed
sguinst them. This gentle enactment
deereed that * if any person whatso
ever of the h religion should
pabhickly teach sohool or instruet youth
in lesning he should be find £20 and
m,momg without bail or mainprice."
And further %o prevent the possibility
of Iri:h Catholios getting any sort of
instruction whatever, it was emacted
“that if any one should go or send
another into Franoe, Spain or Italy to
be educated, instracted or brought up
ar should transmit money for the sup-
port of lrish studentsabroad, he should
be disabled to sue in law or equity ; to
be a goardian, exeoutor or administra-
tor ; to take legacy or deed of guit ; to
bear office of any kind, and should
forteit lands snd goods for life."
Later in the century, during the reign
ot Queen Anne, an old Act of Elisa-
beth was renewed, according to which
“all Catholic pricsts and teachers
should be banished she land, and if
they returned they should be hanged,
disembowelled and quartered.” New
and increased rewards were offered to
all who should hand over a priest or
teacher 1o the civil authorities, Spies
and priest-Aunters were the most favored

oficils 1n the victims. The prose-
lytizing “charter sohools™ were evected
and endowed 10 indwee to send
them their children. In 1727 » law
was passod that ““ no  papist should be
catitied 10 a vote at any electios,
either for members &> serve in Parla-
ment or {or any magistrates ov ofiemls
of a city or town-corporate.” The
x];hl" !mmo. of ihe Nass was offered
pimnh "‘8‘?‘“ where there was
least probabi i don, whilst
boys were posted as ridettes to give the
alarm in oase the enmemy .
During the vice royalty of Ches-
&erﬁolddl; old house in Dublin fell on
A crow hidden worshi killing
them in the crash. Allpmw
shocked at the oatastrophe.

Such & state of things having pre-
vailed till the century was far sdvanced,
what oan aceount for &: sudden and
extraordinary resulted in
i 1796, b the Treh, Presasans T
n 1795, by the Iri t

£
i

liament, and its endowment at

figurc of £8,000 a year, for the educa
tion of the Catholie ? The
causes, as may be o , Were
tion of American indegaridince, in

swroad. They.

1776, taught English statesman that
the libortioe of & peoplo canuot be
trampled on with impumty, and that
sooner or later a Nemesis cvertukes
and punishea tyranny. Tho terrible
revolution i France brought home to
their doors the ovila that might be
oxpected from tho rage of an infuriated
populace. The shrewdest of English
observernand publicists, Arthur Youny,
hed warned thera of their folly und
pointed to its dangors. Thewr fore.
most statesmen, Pitt and Castlereagh,
were planniug thoe umon, and had
sinister desigus in wishing to placate
the Cathiolics.

The bishops, likewise, wore cager
to have an eatablishiment for the cdu
cation of their clergy at home. Many
of their foreign scliools lin 1 been brok
en up and their students disbanded.
Bome had been handed over to dan.
gerous teachers, as a reward for ques.
tionable service rendered to revolu.
tiomary chicfs. At the great outbreak
i 1789 it is ocomputed that there
wero between six and seven hundred
Irish students at different schools on
the continent. Uf these, 82 wero at
Balamanca, 80 at Aleala, 30 at Lisbon,
40 at Douai, 30 at Antwerp, K at Lille,
40 at Louvain, 30 12 and 12 1 three
oollegos in Rome, 70 at Prague, 10 at
Toulouse, 40 at Bordewux, 80 at
Nantes, and 100 and 80 at two col-
legus in Paris. Smaller contingents
were to be found at Sedan, Charleville,
Rouen, Bilboa, Madrid, Seville, Com-
poetells and Capronies. The old Irsh
establishments at Fivora, Tournay and
Poitiers had already been dissolved.
And now thut disturbance provailed
all over Europe, the situation threat-
ened to become more difficult than
ever,

It is no wonder that such a varity
of causes and motives should have
brought about a totally new departure
in 1795. In the early part of that
year Earl Fitzwilliam was Lord Lieu-
tenant of Ireland, but on account of
his sdvanced sympathies with the
Catliolics and the [rish people general-
ly, he was recalled by the Duke of
Portland in ooalition with Pitt, and
his place taken by Lord Camden. The
new government was strongly opposed
to the complete emancipation of Cath
olics, but favored the establishment
of a college for the education of their
clergy at government expense. Ac-
cordingly a bill was introduced in the
Irish parliament on the 24th of April,
for the purpose of making provision
« for the belter education of persons
profeasing the popish or Rowan Cath-
olic religion.” The bill was presented
by Mr. Becretary Orde and seconided
by Henrv Grattan. It pessed both
houses without any difficulty, and on
the 5th of June roceived the roysl
agsent.

The first president of the new insti.
tution was the Rev. Thomas Hussey,
a native of Waterford and in every
respect one of the most distinguished
eoemuﬁca of his time. Dr. 1ussey
waa educated at the University of Sals-
mance, and at the end of his course
enrered the Abbey of La Trappe, with
the intention of consecrating bimself
entirely to religious life. Pressure
was brought to bear upon him. how-
ever, both by his old masters at Sala-
manca and by the authorities in Rome,
10 leave the cloister and follow a mode
of life more suited to his talents and
in which he could render signal servioe
tothe Church. Dr. Hussey obeyed, and
at as early age waa appointed chaplain
to the ish embassy in London.
& great prescher and
prominent figure in learned societies
axd in all hssociations foc the promo-
tion of Catholic interests. He was
the bosom friend of old Dr. Samuel
Joknson, in connection with whom
of him as **a man
eminent not only for his powerful
éloquence a8 a prescher, but for bis
various abilities and aoquirements.”

the year 1792 he was admitted a
¢ Fellow of the Royal Society of Lon-

-

don.” But he was particularly in-
debtod to his position heve for his first
acquaintance with the illustrious Ed
mund Burke, who became, from that
forward, Ins olosest friend and moat
pawerful ally in all his effurte for the
rehef of hip fellow-Cetholies. King
Geaorge [L1, used algo to appear at the
embassy from time to time, und on
ono such oocagion ho had a long con-
versation with Dr. Hlussoy, wlio made
on him o favoraule an impression
thue he afterwards employed him on
twportant business of stato in several
messsges to the Spanish governinent,
in conjunction with a certain Mr.
Cumberland. This gentleman becane
quite jomlous of tho uttentions that
woro paid in Madrid to his distinguish-
ed companion, and describes him, ina
fit of vindictive jealousy, in his mem-
oirs, a8 a man who YLiad left no earthly
pagmion behind hitn n tho cloister,
but, neverthelesy, ** & man of talents,
nerve, mmbition, intrepidity - - fitted
for tho boldest enterprises.”

Notwithstanding his worldly associ-
ations, Dr. tlussey was ever s pro-
foundly religious man—the same, in
fact, who wished in Ius carly years to
bo buried forever in the monastery of
La Trappe. His zeal in the Catholic
cause knew no limits, and his zeal was
surpassed only by his success and the
wonderful charm of s personal influ-
ence over the statesmen and people of
the world with whum he was brought
wto contact. He was, accordingly
deaignated, by the nature of things, as
the fittest man to carry out the new
project of the government at Maynooth.
He was left, howeover, only for a few
years at the head of the infant estab-
lishment, when he was promoted to
the bishopric of Waterford. His reign
in the epircopal ranks was of very
short duration, but was signalized by
his prosence at the conferences held
in Paris for the drawimng up of the
concordat between the first Napoleon
and Pope Pius VLI., at which he acted
in conjunction with Cardinal Gonsalvi
and the Archbishop of Corinth, receiv-
ing for his diplomatic delicacy and
tact the thanks of the emperor a3 well
as those of the Pope. 1is health was
shattered by the annoyance he got on
account of hiy first pastoral letter,
which was a splendid, manly exposi-
tion of Catholic doctrine, rights and
duties, and a bold denunciation of the
oppreasion to which Catholics, and
particularly the Catholic soldiery in
his diocese, wero subjected. Whilst
his former friends in government now
turned upon himn aud attempted to
crush him, he did not receive from his
colleagues in the episcopate the sup-

rt which he expected. Burke alone
remained faithful to him to the last.
+ From the moment that the govern-
ment who employed you betrayed you,”
he wrote, in 1797, ** they determined
at the same time to destroy you.
They are not a people to stop short in
their course. You have come to an
open issue with them. On your part,
what you have done has been perfectly
agreeable to your position as a man
of honor and spirit.” Such langusge
from the most honored statesman and
distinguished writer in Europe was no
small consolation for the loss of other
friends.

Such was Dr. Hussey, the first
president of Maynooth College. * His
nawe,” wrote Charles Butler, ¢ will
long live in the memory of lus friends
—a man of great genius, ot enlighten-
ed piety, with manners at once im-
posing sud elegant, and of enchanting
conversation. He did not comse inte
contact with many whom he did not
subdue ; the highest rank often sank
before him.”

With its small ‘!'mt oist;,ngénglhed
staff of professors, Maynoot ege
was woon in working order, It began
with somathing like fifty students ; and
it was with difficalty even that this
small number conld be accommodated.
The old house originally taken, could
barely provideroom for twenty students

in addition to the profossors. The ro.
mainder had to lodge in the little
town and attend their olasses in the
collegd,  Dut soon new buildings were
crected. Parliament mado tho grant
of £8000 an annual concesrion. The
sum was ncreased by the umted
British Parlisment in 1508 to £9500,
A legacy of £500 n year was obtuined
in 1808 from ILord Danboyne, who
had been Bishiop of Cork, and who
had apostatized and got married, but
repented on his deathbed and dovised
all hiia property to the new institution,
A lawsuit enmued in  which Lord
Dunboyne's relationa pleaded undue
influence and claimed that the will
was null and void on account of tho
property laws ngainst (‘atholics. John
Philpott Curran acted as tho advocato
of the Bishops, with the result that a
compromise was arrived at and the
suit ocompounded. More ample and
just provision was made for the ma.
terial wants of the college in the year
1845 by the government of Sir Robert
Peel. The yearly endowment was
raised from £4500 to €28,000 ; and an
additional £30,000 was granted to pro-
vide buildings suited to the high pur-
pose for which the college was in-
stituted. \When the Prime Minister
submitted his bill to Parliament a
fierce storm of bigotry was raised all
over the kingdom. It shrieked itself
hoarse, but had practically no other
effect. Once winisters had made up
their minds they could not be shaken
and they were liberally and loyally
supported. The debates onthe several
readings of this bill are amongst the
most remarkable in the history of the
British Parliament. ''he measure wag
fiercely conteated. Representatives ot
the old achool of oratory and of the
new took past m the struggle, Sir
Robert Peel, Lord Palmerston, Lord
John Russgell, Monckton Milnes, Mr.
Gladstone, Lord Macaulay, Mr. Cobden,
Mr. Bright, Mr. Shiel, Sir ('. Napier,
Lord Edward Bruce, I.ord C. Wellesley
and Mr. Wyre, championed the cause
of Maynooth and the increased grant,
whilst its opponents counted amongst
their number Mr. Disraeli. J. C.
Colquhoun, Sir H. Douglas, ILord
Hillsborough, Mr. Newdegate, and Sir
C. L. Inglia. Notwithstanding the
opposition from within and from with-
out, the bill passed the House of
Commons by over a hundred of a
majority. Its fate in the House of
Lords was equally successful. Chamw-
pioned by the most respected and popu-
lar of the members of the aristocracy,
it received serious opposition only from
the Bishops of the Istablished Church
and a small knot of high and dry tories
and bigots. The Duke of Wellington,
now in hig seventy-sixth year. gave it
his hearty support. The Duke of
Leinster, the Marquis of Normanhy,
the Marquis of Lausdowne, the Earl of
Rosse, Lord Brougham and Lord
Campbell made eloquent speeches in
its favor, whilst the opposition was left
to such minor lights of debate as Lord
Cluncarty, the Earl of Winchelsea, and
the Protestant Bishops of Cashel,
Landiff and London. Its triumph
secured for Maynooth the most pros-
perous spell of its existence, between
1845 and 1869, In the latter year the
Protesiant Church was disestablished
in Ireland by the government of Mr.
Gladstone, and, notwithstanding the
ridiculous inmequality and want of
parallel between the two ocases, the
annual grant was also withdrawn from
Maynooth College.—.American Catholic
Quartrrly.

An Menent ONcr.

If you havo CATARRH, and destre to he cured
withont thik of losing your moncy, we witl send a
GERMICIDE INHALER and modlrine for that dis.
eane without sakirg » cent of jay hadvance.  After
a tair tral ot YOUT OXD b o pad o i
. you can sond us 8 to o .
oo i i et o7 0 o e
[ amd B
m u:y‘t:‘ll:c be more fale? You have everything
nnhs-lnthlmuolmo 1 the remwdy in hot
all we rld-';d\\‘o u;;he loscty, nct Jou. Just think
cured for
ol’h;lusm’ on ahove Nbegd terms, address
Mascat Ixnatatiox Co,, 450 Yonge ¢, Toronto,

ont.



