
4 Recollections of Sixty Years
deferring to his old chieftain, Johnstone, whose 
connection with politics dated back to 1838. Mr. 
Johnstone resigned from the Government the fol­
lowing year to accept the position of judge in 
equity and Dr. Tupper succeeded him as Premier. 
Many changes in the policy of his party had been 
made during the preceding nine years. Howe, by 
advocating the proscription of Roman Catholics, 
aroused bitter sectarian strife throughout the pro­
vince. Dr. Tupper, on the other hand, by his 
tolerant views, won hosts of new supporters. Mr. 
Howe justified himself on the ground that his 
mission to New York, to raise recruits for the 
British Army in the Crimea from among expatri­
ated Britishers, had been rendered unsuccessful 
by the hostile opposition of Irish Americans. On 
one occasion troops were called out at Halifax to 
suppress religious riots. The end of the affair was 
that Mr. Cranston, the British Minister at Wash­
ington, was dismissed because of his zeal, or sup- 
prosed connection with Mr. Howe’s alleged breach 
of international law.

In conned jn with his championship of the cause 
of equal rights for all creeds, the following letter, 
written to Sir Charles Tupper on the announce­
ment of his retirement in 1900 by the Catholic 
Archbishop of Halifax, bears testimony to the 
esteem which this policy of toleration secured for 
him :

Archbishop’s House, Halifax, N.S.,
Nov. 16th, 1900.

Dear Sir Charles,—I have read with regret 
that you have determined to quit public life. No 
doubt you have well earned an honourable reprose ;


