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gold and pearls, as inflamed their countrymen vviili ^ j

desire of engagmg in similar enterprises.

'

The mutineers at Hispaniola not daring to go to

Spain, a new contract was made with Roidaii, by

virtue of which he was reinstated in his former of*

fice J and his followers, uniounting to one hundred

and two, were re&tored to whatever they had enjoy-

ed before their revolt. *
. In consequence of this a.

greement, lands were allotted to the mutineers in

diffei'ent parts df the island y a^nd the Indians, set-

tled in each district, were appointed to cultivate a

prescribed portion of ground for their fiew masters.

This service was substituted for the tribute, for*

merly imposed j and it introduced among the Spaur j^^j^..

iards the R^partiamentos, or distributions of In- meutos in-'

dians in all their settlements, which subjected that .^'""^^i^tl,• ' ^ J , into ni!>pa"

wretched people to Ihe most grievous oppression. ^ mob.

s

ton?.

Vincent Yanez Pinzon having, in connexion with voy?jre

Ariez Pinzon, built four caravels, sailed from Palos °^ ^'''' ^''"'

for America.* He stood boldly toward the south,

and was the first Spaniard, who ventured to cross

the equinoctial hue. * In February he discovered

a cape, in eight degrees south latitude, and called

it Cabo de Consokcion ;
* but it has since been

called Cape Augustine.' Here he landed, but

could obtain no interview with the natives. ^ Sail-

historiaos remember, and it ought not to be forgotten, that the CAnoTS
ivere the first discoverers of the Continent of America. See A. D. 1497.
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4 Prince [Chron. Jntrod. 8i.] says, lie sailed from Palos 13 November,
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8 P. Martyr, 81—83. Robertson [i.book ii.] says, that Pluzon " scem»

to have landed on no part of the coast beyond the mouth of the Murag-
non, or river of the Amazons." But I rely on P. Martyr, who says, that

the Spaniards landed at the Cape ; that in the neighbourhood of it 3 2 of

the natives, armed with bows and arrows, came tortli to meet then-.,fol-»


