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I ciinnot liriii^ myscll" to lulifvr tliat \(tii will ^;raiil tliis <liiirt(T. to niiilil

tlifsc .spcftiiatorh to ilotroy tlu' (•DiiliiitiKi' of all tlir n|ij|hi\\ii( i>. in tin- tuiiuity

ami injure tlu-ir projurty.

I have shown you that tlio Canada part of thi^ ronrcrn can Ik' ;ic(i>ui|ili-li( <|

by private means, and that tlir Ncwfountlland pari is al-o w iihin the r> ach of

j)rival«' capital ; tiiesc undi rtakinfjs can In' acc()ni|ili-hcil wifii I .-•. ri-k ol hos hy

individuals than liy '^rcat companies. Thrcf or four, or more, houM>. may jdin

tojit'tlicr and have tht ir nsp('cti\c shares expressed on the ship's rry ister; there

is no ditttcuify in the niattir; it is (juitr a coniinou way oiOwnin.; ship-, I have

stated to you that my partners and I have iip\\artl> of one million an<l a ijuarter

ol inonev emharked in steam ships, tin value of whiidi would In- dctiiiorated hy

;j;rantiny this charter; w<' should have nu eontidem e in running in (.ppo.-itioii to

such a coni|)iiiiy, with limited liability, aiul they have no just claim to such a

piivilei;e.

The trade is well undcrstoocl, and there will lie plenty of s(m (.'w steam ships on
tliii Atlantic before l-^J months, if this charter is not granted ; it would check the

•ucrgius of all private individuals.

I am, iiLc.

The Uight Honourable .1. W. Henley. (signed) .V. ('unanl.

You will jilease to bear in nn'ntl that 1 have not, in any communication made
to you, numifested the slightest oi)p(>sitioii to tlie arrangement made by the

Canadian Gover.iment; on tin; contrary, I have shown you that the contractors

may carry it out with two screw steamers next year, and two additional the

following year; they can need no charter for this.

They have 24,000 /. a year to assist them, which will give them ;i decided

advantage over all others.

If the contractors confine their operations, for the present, to this object, the

view;; of the Canadian Government for which the grant was made, will he carried

out; hut if they mix this contract up with the magnitleent oiijeets of this great

conipanv, the intentions of the (Janadian Government will be del'eated. The
grant of 24,000 /. a year is a great consideration in a small concfrn re(|uiring

littl(! capital, but a mere trifle if merged into this gigantic eom|)any; it might
cover the expense of the London establishment. By granting this charter you
would defeat the object of the Canadian Government. 1 conceive that I have a

right to make these observations, because it has been stated to you that the

opposition to this charter has been got up by me to prevent the Canadian traffic

from being taken out of our hands, whereas I have never o|»por>ed this measure in

any way. It is true we have built steamers for this trade, but 1 do not oppose

others on that account. These a[»plicants for the charter altribuie to me great

influence, if I have moved all the shipping interests of the kingdom, who liave

petitioned you, and who have now directed tiieir representatives to protest in

Parliament against the granting of this charter, which would enable the comjiany

to ru'i down ai'. opposition fiom legitimate trade, and then become monopolists.

If these gentlemen are the philanthropists they profess to be, desirous of taking

under their especial protection the whole trade of the kingdom with the North

American colonies and the United States, let them show some confidence in each

other, and carry out their projects upon their own rispousibilty.

Tiie Canadian contract is a mere pretext ; 15 directors, ;i trustees, secretaries,

clerks, &c. There could have been no justice in depriving the East India Com-
jjany of their trading charter if you now grant a charter to this absorbing

company, and in oppositic ! to the expressed wishes of the whole shipping interest

of the kingdom.
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(signed) S. Citnanl.
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