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Ho Imil nskcd a larffo maniifiicturcr of biittons

to iimkc a Siitulay Scliool liiitton with llubfrt

liiiikn.s' licail ami the word " Try" Htani|>t'(l upon
tliuin. ir a buy liail such a iMitton a^ that,

it would iiiako a new l)oy of liiin, for as a
rcriii'iiili('raii(!t'r it would stiiiiiilatc liiin in tlio

pcrruniiaiico of duly. Many had tried, and
trii'il hard ; but let tlicin i,'o back and try aj^ain,

There was enonjjh jiower here to convert all

Canada, if all did what tliey mi),'ht do. One
thing he parlienlarly de-<ir(;d,was, that the child-

ren should be law^rjil to do good. Oiu" of the rich-

uHt men in .N'ew York State, who hail (nice been
ready to iiold a si.vpence so hard as to nniki? a

hole in it, bnt who hail got over that, had said

to him. "Teach yonv childicn to give." If

that were done, (di what an overllowing Trea-
sury the [joid would one ilay havel Sometime ago
)d.s schocd liegan educating cidldren in India, and
when dillieulty occurred lie asked lii.4 children

ivlicther they would like to send the Indian
boy.4 and girls back to heathenism. The reply

was. No. Tiie heathen children then in question

Iiad been taught
; the s(diool where they were in-

itrncted broken up: and the chiblren of lii.s

echool now gave their money for the establish-

ment of other schools. He knew a boy who
went to school at three years old. He began
with penny contributions. At four years old, he

was prevented from attending school for forty

weeks, at the end of which time ho came to the

flchool witii forty cents in his pocket which he
gave. He had now been twelve years in the

school ; b\it he never forgot his i)enny contribu-

tions. It was nil moonshine, what some said,

that the child .should give only for his own
Bchnol. They should give for the good of man-
kind. At his school, they had a lil)rary of live

hundred volumes, and from time to time they
flaid to the children, now who is for giving this

library to the children where they have none.
They all get u]) at once.

He had .said that day in the Convention
that he would present a daguerreotype por-

trait of Robert Raikes, to the venerable
father who had founded the first Sunday
School in Canada in 1811. That was forty-

six years ago. Well, the Temple took forty-si.K

years to build, and this father had been forfy-

si.x years building up Sunday Schools. He
should now make him a present of the portrait

of Robert Raikes.

Mr. Thompson accordingly handed the por
trait to Mr. Smart, repeating the following
lines :

—

" Think how he taught unmoved and ardent
''In those sacred halls. Nor end his labours

here,

" But onward rolled a mighty stream of rescued
souls,

" To bliss, and joy supreme in heaven.

Rev. Mr. Sm.\ut, (Gananoque) expressed his

thanks for the present, and after remind-
ing the audience of the saying of Archimedes
that he could move the world, had he a place
to plant his machinery, remarked that the
Christian had not only the machine ; but a firm

foundation whereon to plant it, the macl'.ine

was education, which already nearly realized

the wish of George the Third, that every child

should know how to read, and every child who
could read should have a bible. The bible was

I

Indeed the foundation on which the machine

I

was planted, and (he world, intellectual and
moral, was alreaily moving.

I

Rev. Mr. Mii.i.kii, (Cgdensbiirgh,) conceived

I
that men might already sec bcfue their

eyes the fulfilment (d'liie promise, thai the hearts

of the fathers should be turned to the cliildrcn,

in the spread of Sunday Schoids, that jieculiar

enterpri/e of the nineteenth century. The im-

jiorlauce of it was easily .shown. In the .Metho-

dist (Ihurcli, the aggregate lucre.ise last yiar

was Hn,n()(), which was alnnisl tlie previse number
of those who had been added from the Sunday
Scluiols. The rest only sufliced to sujiply tho

places of those who dropped otl' by death. Tho
exiierience of the rresbyteriiin Church was .simi-

lar. During the last ten years, of every thousand

received as cotnniunieants seven hundred and
liftywere from the children (;ftiie church,andwero
unit(Hl to it before they were twenty-live years of

ago. Only one in a thousand was added after

sixty years of age. "What volumes of exhorta-

tion in these facts, to remember the children 1

In his church, out of a Inindred and ninety-nine

a|iplicanls, of whom one hundred were by jiro-

fession of failh, the largest part were from the

children of the church. He would add to his

friends motto " I'll try" the words "and perse-

vere." Phidias, the sculjitor, being unjustly

banished from that native country where his

statuary graced the I'antheon, repaired to Elis,

far from the land of his fathers ; but there ho

imdertook to accomplisii a work superior to

any he had hitherto achieved, and presented to

the world, the statue of Jupiter 01ynii)ns.

Look at him thus toiling (ui the shapeless mass,

to gratify his ambition and revenge for the in-

j\istice of his countrymen ! I5nt Sunday School

teachers had to do with immortal spirits. On
them they were to make their mark ;

and should

they not persevere ? In a school where severe

rules for the preservation of order bad been

enacted, a boy was reprimanded by his teacher

and by the superintendent, and told that he

must be banished unless he reformed. Fre-

quently the teacher impressed this simple lesson

upon him. At last he was banished ; but thelesson

wasconstantlyringing in his ears, till at last it wa.9

the means of introducing him to an extended

sphere of usefulness, first as a Sunday School

teacher, and then as a superintendent who suc-

ceeded in building up many Sunday Schools.

Mr. Janes (Montreal,) had begged tho Com-
mittee not to put his name on the list of speak-

ers, and when they insisted and refused to take

it off, he declared he would not occujiy the

meeting for two minutes. One of his reasoiis

was, that he was very diffident and afraid to

hear his own voice and the other,that his friends

said his notions were very ultra, by which, he

supposed, they meant they were exceedingly

right, and he, therefore, dared not risk mischief

by what he might say. But if it would do any

good to hear something of his experience he

would say this :—lie had been more than thirty

years in the Sabbath School as teacher, one of

the visiting committee, and superintendent ; and
lastly, as teacher of the adult classes, and if he

were asked whether he loved the work as well

as he did thirty years before, he would reply:

vastly more. His heart was never more
thoroughly interested, nor more in the work
than at that moment.


