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flionally discernible, there is not the slightest

trouble in guiding the dogs ; for even in the

darkest night and in the heaviest snow-

drift, there is little or no danger of their

losing the road, the leader keeping his nose

near the ground, and directing the rest with

wonderful sagacity. Where, however, there

is no beaten track, the best driver among
them makes a terribly circuitous course, as

all the Esquimaux roads plainly show; these

generally occupying an extent of six miles^

when with a horse and sledge the journey

would scarcely have amounted to five. On
rough ground, as among hummocks of ice,

the sledge would be frequently overturned

or altogether stopped if the driver did not

repeatedly get off, and by lifting or drawing

it to one side steer it clear of those acci-

dents. At all times, indeed, except on a

smooth and well-made road, he is pretty

constantly employed thus with his feet,

which, together with his never-ceasing voci-

ferations and frequent use of the whip, ren-

ders the driving of one of these vehicles by

no means a pleasant or easy task. When
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