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and to have the sentiments inspired by the overearthly in
her person. Her voice, her simple words of writing, her
gentle resolve, all issuing of a capacity to suffer evil, and
pardon it, conveyed that character to a mind not soft for

receiving such impressions.

CHAPTER XLVITI

CONCLUSION

^1

Major Waring came to Wrexby Hall at the close of the
October month. He came to plead his own cause with Mrs.
Lovell ; but she stopped him by telling him that his friend
Robert was in some danger of losing his love.

" She is a woman, Percy ; I anticipate your observ.'ition.

But, more than that, she believes she is obliged to give her
hand to my cousin, the squire. It 's an intricate story relat-

ing to money. She does not care for Algy a bit, which is

not a matter that greatly influences him. He has served
her in some mysterious way ; by relieving an old uncle of

hers. Algy has got him the office of village postman for

this district, I believe ; if it 's that ; but I think it should
be more, to justify her. At all events, she seems to consider
that her hand is pledged. You know the kind of girl your
friend fancies. Besides, her father insists she is to marry
* the squire,' which is certainly the most natural thing of all.

So, don't you think, dear Percy, you had better take your
friend on the Continent for some weeks ? I never, I con-

fess, exactly understood the intimacy existing between you,
but it must be sincere."

" Are you ? " said Percy.
" Yes, perfectly; but always in a roundabout way. Why

do you ask me in this instance ? "

" Because you could stop this silly business in a day."
" I know I could."
" Then, why do you not ? "

" Because of a wish to be sincere. Percy, I have been
that throughout, if you could read me. I tried to deliver
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