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fons been objeded to, it appears to be

capable of a very reafonable defence.

Indeed, it would have been abfolutely

inripoffible, without agreeing to this Ar-

ticle, to have had a peace at all. It was

juftly and ilrongly urged b} the Ame-
rican CommifHoners, that to refufe them

the right of fiftiing, would be to ma-

jiifeft towards them the mofl: hoflile in-

tentions, and that it would for ever pre-

clude the hopes of reconciliation. They

alledged that the fifhery lay in their part

of the ocean ; that it was their ail ; that

on their fide, it was employment, food,

export, and the means of paying debts

to a barren province ; that other flates

had flaples of produdion, whilft they

*• of the unfettled bays, harbours, and creeks of Nova-
•• Scotia, Magdalen Iflands, and Labrador, fo long as

*' the fanne fhall remain unfettled ; but fo foon as the

" fame, or either of them, fhall be fettled, it fliall not
*' be lawful for the faid filhermen to dry or cure fifli ac

** fuch fettlement, without a previous agreement for

** that purpofe with the inhabitants, proprietors, or

V pofr«irors of the ground.'*
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