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bring himself into further trouble. Justice Keelin, who pre­
sided, said (so Bunyan declares, and it has been the stand­
ing jest of his biographers ever since) that the Prayer-book 
had been in use ever since the Apostles’ time. Perhaps 
the words were that parts of it had been then in use (the 
Apostles' Creed, for instance), and thus they would have 
been strictly true. However tViis might be, they told him 
kindly, as Mr. Wingate had done, that it would be better 
for him if he would keep to his prpper work. The law 
had prohibited conventicles. He might teach, if he pleased, 
in his own family and among his friends. He must not 
call large numbers of people together. He was as imprac­
ticable as before, and the magistrates, being but unregen­
erate mortals, may be pardoned if they found him provok­
ing. If, he said, it was lawful for him to do good to a 
few, it must be equally lawful to do good to many. He 
had a gift, which he was bound to use. it was sinful 
for men to meet together to exhort one another to follow 
Christ, he should sin still.

He was compelling the Court to punish him, whether 
they wished it or not. ' He describes the scene as if the 
choice had rested with the magistrates to convict him or 
to let him go. If he was bound to do his duty, they 
were equally bound to do theirs. They took his answers 
as a plea of guilty to the indictment, and Justice Keelin, 
who was chairman, pronounced his sentence in the terms 
of the Act. He was to go to prison for three months ; if, 
at the end of three months, he still refused to conform, he 
was to be transported; and if he cajyie back without li­
cense he would be hanged. Bunyan merely answered, “ If 
I were out of prison to-day, I would preach the Gospel 
again to-morrow.” More might have followed, but the 
gaoler led him away."


