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Including the New Difcoveries on the Continent and I(ands off the Coaft.
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IN treating of thofe parts of the world which have dlready come under confideration; viz. Afia and Africa, we
have, with peculiar care, collected, and, in full difplay, prefented, both the New Difcoveries, and the ftriking
defcriptions of our celebrated countryman Caprain Cook, and, we truft, td the fatisfaction of our numerous readers.
America will afford us no lefs fcope for gratification, nor fhall we be lefs attentive, or lefs remifs in our endeavours,
to render our account of this part qf the world as inftructive and entertaining as either of the former; to which
a defcription of the different countrices thegein explored by our eminent Navigator will much condpice, as it will
bring to view new countries, new men, ant new manners, as well as exhibit novelty in the ardinmal and vegetable
fyftems.  But previous to this, and in conformity to the order of out plan, as well as our defire to preferve eve
important hiftorical event, it is expedient that we fhould inttoduce a circumitantial narrative of the firft difcov
made of America by the great Columbus, togethet with a general defcription of the country; to which will fycceed,
with due propricty, the difcoveries of our no lefs celebrated countryman Captain Cook; and tend to hand him
down, as well as the former, to future ages, as a charalter wotthy of univerfal admiration.
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INTRODUCTION.
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FIRST DISCOVERY or AMERICA sy COLUMBUS,

AS few or no difcoveries have difplayed more human
fgacity and refolution, or been attended with
more important confequences than that of America, we
deem it expedient to prefent our readers with a circum-
ftantial detail of that interefting event.

This was made in the fifteenth century, towards the
clofe of which, Venice and Genoa were become, thro’
the means of their commerce with the eaftern world,
the greateft maritime powers in Europe. Frequent
voyages, fome of which were of extent, introguced fc-
veral improvements in the practical part of navigation;
but the knowledge of mankind was ftill very imperfect,
hardly extending beyond their fenfible horizon. The
true (Yyﬂem of the world was' unknown; and the iim-
perfect notions entertained with regard to the figure and

nitude of the earth, had no other foundation than
conjecture.

n this ftate of things Chriftopher Columbus, a na-
tive of Genoa, a man of afpiring genius, ‘whofe know-
Jedge of the mathematics exceeded that of his cotem-
ronrics in general, conceived a plan of failing to the

ndies by an unknown route, and thereby opening to

his country a new fource of opulenceand power. This

plan being prefented to his countrymeny, and by them

rejected as vague and chimerical, Columbus, exafpe-

rated at their ungenerous treatment, laid it before che

courts of France, England, and Portugal, who like-
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wifefpurnedatit as imaginary, and reprobated the prini-
;i‘plcs on which it was founded as abfurd and illufive;

18 laft refource was the court of Spain, where, after
cight years atcendance, he fucceeded through the fpe-
cial patronage of Queen Ifabella, confort of King F‘:_
dinand. TlHis princefs raifed money neceflary for the
defign uporf her own jewels; fo that he failed, to hig
inexpreflible joy, with three fhips, in the vear 1492, oni
a voyage, in the event of which the inbabitants of two
worlds were concerned.

In this arduous attempt Columbus had many diffi-
cultics to encounter.  He had no chart to dite@ him;
no lights from former navigators ; to which was added
the defpondency of his failors, who, on their voyage,
threatened to throw him overboard; and infified on
their rcturn. At length, however, when hi§ own in-
vention and hopes were nearly exhaufted, they for
nately difcovered land, after a voyage of 33 days, whi.i.
put an end to the commotion, fo that his commands
were obeyed with alacrity.

Columbus firft landed on one of the Bahama Ifles.
The people, on the 11th of O&tober, 1492, difcovered
a light upon the Ifland Guanahani, which the admiral:
called St. Salvador, asit delivered him and. his crew

from impending deftruction. Here he erectéd the rogal ==

flandard, and took poffeffion of the ifland, by the ap-
pellation of St. Salvador, in the name of their Catholic
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