
throughout the Stntes, and allow the Caimdiana (o xell and buy here
as freely. I udoubte<lly they, in being Hul^jected to the same tartft"

with us, would in all t'airneHH be couHulted um to its provisions; but we,
sixty millions, would in all fairnens generally have tite prevailing voice
in determining what the rntcH .iliould be. The tmrlicular methods in

which <incMti(>na of detail Hhould be treated need not now be discussed.

The conimi(»woner8 contemplated by the resolution are for the express
purpose of getting all the views and all the facts l>eariug upon this

question.

The amount of our import ; from Canada in moat of the articles we
pnrcluute there Ih so small compared with the vast consumption of our
people that it does not atfect the price percejuildy. and as Canada is

comparatively depressed in business the prices of artic-les sold us and
on which wo lay a tarill" are generally lower in Canadiv by just the
amount of our tarilT. This is not the case with all articles, but it is

true in many cases, and there the Canadians will get an immediate
bemifit. And, on the other hand, there would bo a lar/e absolute gain
in market range and in prices for American mannlartnred goods pur-
i-haoed from us by Canada iu place of purchases now made by theia in
Europe.
The business advantages on both sides are so evident on examination

that the more this is discussed the stronger the movement. It is now
going forward at such a rate that before long public opinion in Canada
and iu the United States will be in accord that new:uid better an ango-
nients than the present can be made; and once the people have reached
this contilusion they will (juickly find a way of carrying it out.

Already the precise question— a common taritf and excise system

—

is becoming familiiir to tlie people, and it is discuss* d in a friendl,y

spirit. We have in the United States perhaps one million Canadians
born, and they are excellent citizens. There is a friendly feeling gen-
erally. The recent discu.ssions iu Canada have awakened discussion here,

esprcially on the business aspect. Less interest is felt in annexation,
for we know our country is now very large, and there is enouKh to do
in assimilating the diverse elements we already have. Hut the en-
largement of trade and improved business both north and south of us
everybody welcomes, becanse everybody expects to profit by them.

It is ea.sy to conjure up ditticultiesof detail that will arise in arrang-
ing a common tarilV, but these are (juestions similar to those we have
been dealing with a century, and certainly they are very slight com-
mred with the difficulties certain to arise in tlie future between the
t^o nations if we continue the barrier, 4,000 n»iles long, with parallel

lines of custom-houses and fortifications, between peoples almost ex-
actly alike in business, in feelings, and in race. There will be and
there must be an enormous and immense intercourse consequent upon
their geographical position and the mutual business interests of both
sides; and if vexatious barriers are kept up, irritation and trouble must
constantly arise.

Will it be said that England will not consent to any arrangement
which would give a preference in one of her colonies to American goods
over British goods? Her Government, in a noted instance, did thia
very thing not many years ago. In 1874, when the reciprocity treaty
was being negotiated by Minister Thornton, the English Government
instructed him to modify it at the suggestion of the Canadian ministry
and make such additions to the list of American goods to be admitted
free into Canada as the Canadians desired. Me did so, and made outa
long list of American articles to be admitted free of duty, so long that


