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picked up the book, and n^ain Heated hiiiiHclf.

This time he cliuiiced upon the verse read-

iuj,:

"So, tlien, every one of us shall^ivean ac-

count of hiniHclf to (lod.

"

The S(|uire mused. "That's good clear

liensc," Haid he ; "who wrote that? I'aul- I

iniglit have known it— I'aul always hcd a
level head. I don't know what would have
become of the Cliurch if it wasn't for I'aul.

'Eveiy one ahall give an account of himxclf
to God ;' if that means anything, it means
that Lem has to be reaponsiblo for his own
condition ; and so, of course, it means tiiat

I haven't got anything to do with it. I wish
the doctor was here now— r<l just like to

see him try to get around I'aul with his new-
fangled notions. I wonder if the doctor's

really sound in the faitli liimself?- he got
past the examinin' jonnnittee more on his

face an' gf)od manners than on his evidence, I

really do believe."

And so musing the vScjuire instinctively

turned to one of the imprecatory psahns; this

he read with great feeling, and remarked

;

"Ah I David was tlie man, after all; he's

theone for a troubled heart to go to. I don't
wonder they called him the sweet singer of

Israel, and a type of the Messiah. But even
now I have not found how to lix this matter
about Lem witliont it's costin' me too much
money, or else makin' bad fcelin' against
me. 'The righteous shall suffer persecu-
tion.'

"

CHAPTER IX.

IN WHICH TilK SyU IKK A'ITEMIT.S STRATEUV.

The Squire soon learned that to satisfy the
public mind was not an easy task, for tlie

public was more intpiisitive and less under
the Squire's control than his own ol)edient

and obliging conscience. The doctor had
talked ; that is, having known how power-
ful was the influence the Sipiire could exert

and how provoked tlie Scjuire was with him
for disturbing the status of the Squire's

househokl and mind—knowing all this, the

doctor, after recovering from the erratic at-

tack of courage under whose influence he had
addressed the Squire so plainly, deternuiied

to fortify himself against the insidious at-

tacks he expected, lie accordingly told Bill

Fussell what he had done, and Bill told his

legal partner. As Fussell & Ball had never
been called upon to assist the Squire in the
collection ofbad accounts, there was no busi-

ness reasonwhy they should not express honest
opinions on the subject of the Squire's treat-

ment of Lem, and they
__
liberally'' availed

themselves of their liberty and ability in

respect. The doctor also unbosomed himself

to each of the Scpiire'a business competitors,

and thes(! genthinen, in exchanging views

with their customers, alluded to the matter

in tluit jjamfnlly non-committal nnmner
which is above all others damaging to

the person spoken of. T'he doctor's patients,

moi t of whom iiad attondecl tlie temiieranoe

meeting, asked (jncstions, and thus gave

the physician an opportunity to say what he

would, and the doctor improved it in so

good-tempered, Christian-spirited a manner

that his r(!marks carried cimvictitm with

them. Fnmi several difVeient sources the

story reache<l the Scpiire's pastor on a single

day, and so forcibly aroused that good gen-

tleman's conscience that he called upon his

parishioner and administered some advice

and counsel, which were not received in the

.spirit with which they were given.

For the Scjuire was not too blind to see

when the period of conciliation was past.

He had always freely admitted, in season

and out of season, that he was conscious of

the indwelling of considerable Old Adam,
which warred againgt the Spirit; now, ho

preytared to make a puldic demonstration

thereof. To many of his fellow-townsmen

it did not seem to be the first occasion on

which the Squire had manifested a spirit

which he could rot hope to carry with him
into the better world, and these persons

hinted that the Squire was at his old way
again. The Squire interviewed his own l:iW-

yer, who speedily instructed the opposition ;

the Squire also laid his ease before his own
customers, and among these there were many
wilt) found reasons for taking sides with the

old merchant. The case speedily supplant-

ed in the minds of local politicians the fa-

mous Martin Kozsta case, which was then

the most popular question before the general

puljlic, and was argued with such industry

that (as in the case of Kozsta himself) no one

could liiid time to depart from abstiact ques-

tions long enough to pay any attention to

the origii al cause of the whole excitement.

Lem grew steadily feebler, as the iloctor

had predicted. All his duties dragged,

someli(jw, though he never seemed to be idle.

The Squire deprived tiie doctor's party of as

many arguments as possible by keeping his

man employed m ithin doors, where no one

could see M'hat he had ,to do. He even
visited him frequently at his work, carrying

a pinch of tea* with him, or telling a funny
story, of which latter kind of stimulant the

Squire had accumulated a good supply.

But still Lem grew paler and more stoop-

shouldered ; tinj^ly he groaned from his

room one morning that somehow he couldn't
get up.

Then the Squire grew thoroughly frighten-


