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c-lex-ators tlîrouglbout wes-tern Canada. In
other words, it wvas owned by other people than
the farmers at that timo.

Hon. A. L. BEAIJBIEN: Only 45 per cent
of the coarsýe grains hiad been sold thon.

Hon. Mr. HAIG: But the rest was hoeld by
the farmoers themselves and it wvas not for
sale. My bonourable frjcnd knows vcry wecll
that rvýerv farmner keeps a certain part of bis
coarse grains for his own u_ýe.

lion. A. L BEAUBJEN': I undlerstood the
staterncnt to ho that 80 per cent of the coarse
grains had been sold by that time.

Hon. Mr. H-AIG: I said, 80 per cent of the
qunivthat the farmers had for sale.

We are asked to approve the continuation of
the Agricultural Products Act for anothor
four months. If parliament. had not, been con-
veneel before the end of the year the act would
aiitomatically have continuied in force for sixty
days after the session openod in the New
Year, or until the 31st of March, 1948,' which-
ever (date happened to ho the enrlier; but as
tbiings are the act will expire on the 31ht of
Decomber unlcss the motion now before us is
pasýcd. WTo did not necd to ho called here
non- at aIl, an'd for the life of me I cannot
understand wly wvc were called. The govero-
mient lias gi\ven a mnighty fine OPPOrt unity to
the three opposition parties in the other biouse
tii talk anci talk and talk.

Hou. Mr. ROI3ERTSON-ý: Is that not thieir
righit

Hon. Mr-. HAIG: Yes, but the gox-erniment
did not expert to liave ail tbat talk at this
timie. It wouid bave donc botter by w-aiting
for furtber developmnents, until it was known
wlîat effort the Marsball plan would have on
conditions in Europe, and what advantage if
an ' v Canada w-as to deriv-e from that plan. I
repo,', that I cannot understand why tho
se-ýsion wvas opcned at tbis time.

As invmber of this housc and a reprc-.enta-
tive of western Canada, I protest against gov-
erniment control of tbe farmn products of this
country.

Hon. A. L. BEAUI3IE-N: Honourable sena-
tors, certain remarks of the leader opposite
(Hon. Mr. Haig) compol me to rise, but I do
itot intond to speak at anv longtb. First lot
me sas- that it is sometbing new to bear
the bonourable gentleman placing so mucb
empbas3is on editorials in the W-innipog Frec
Pressa. In tbe past my bonourable friend and
bis parts' biave nover seemed to think mucb of
wbat tbat paper said about politirs or auv-
thing el-.e, because tbey claimod tbe paper

opposed them, but today it would appear
tbat tbe main part of lais speech is drawn from
its editorials.

My bonouralile friend suggested that Mr.
Wesson w-as really tbe fatber of the wboat
agrooment. I do not think my bonourable
friend seriously intended to cast any refleotion
upon tbe abilities of one wbio, in my opinion,
is the best Minister of Agriculture Canada
bias ever had, the Honourablo Mr. Gardiner.
The minister has taken full responsibility for
tbis wbeat contract.

I say to my honourable friend tbat not
onlv the w'heat pooî but aIl farm organizations
favour the eontract with tbe Unitcd Kingdom.
I speak from personal knowledge, for I bave
a close contact witb farmi organizations. I
live on nn- farm and I associate w-itbi farmers
evory dav in my life wbien I am not bore. I
v enture to say that wben this contract w'as
entered into with Great Britain for the
quantity of wbeat specified. 90 per cent of
tbe farmonrs of western Canada w ero in favour
of it. Wb1v? Becau~se it gav-e tbrn stability.
Thcv knew w-bat prico tbov w-ore going to get
for their wlïeat over a certain period of time.
and tbey were able to plan tbeir activities
accordingly.

Let me remind my'bonourable friend that
wbien the Canadian Wboat Board .Act was
pas.sed in anotber place bis party votod in
f:ivour of it. And tbo prescrnt leader of the
Conservative party, before lie held that office,
w-as alw-avs in favour of a stable prico for
farm products so tbat farmers wýou!d know
exactly wbore tbey stood. Wby lias my bon-
ourablo friend's party cbanged its position?
Becauiso it tbinks it may gain s:ome political
adviantage witb the farmers. The Conserva-
tives also say tbey are in favour of tbe grain
excbiange. but not too murb so, becaus.e tbev'favour tbe wbicat board too. Tbocy are trying
to please farmers on botb sidos.

Honourable senators, I do not say tbat the
farmers would not like to roceive more for
their eommodities. But I bave spent 65 years
of my if e in tbe western country and 1 know
tbat w-bat the farmiers bave been ahways want-
ing is a stable market, so tbat tbey w'ould
kriow dlefnitely what tbey were to get for
evory bushol of wvheaf produerd. And tbey
biave nox or been botter off tban thex- are tod.ay.
I strongî' rosent the possimistic attitude of
miv bionourable friend opposite, and bis sym-
pathy that appears ail at once for tbe farmers
His party bias nover before been so mucb con-
ce rned over the farmors.

lIon. Mrs. FALLIS: Will tbe bon ourable
gentleman permit a question?

Hon. A. L. BEAUBIEN: Witb pleasure.


